
A Congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

Meeting at Ascension Lutheran Church, 
33 Bayshore Rd.,

Deer Park, NY 11729
www.thehavenli.com 

The Lord’s Day, 
November 3, 2019

A Service of Covenant Renewal
4:30 p.m. 

Then they were glad that the waters were quiet 
and He brought them to their desired haven. 

Psalm 107:30

http://www.thehavenli.com
http://www.thehavenli.com


Welcome! 

☩  A warm welcome to our visitors:  If this is your first visit, please sign the guest register at the 
welcome table in the foyer. Please also accept our Welcome Pack for first time guests.  Learn more 
about  The  Haven,  OPC  and  why  we  want  you  to  come  back  and  be  part  of  this  growing 
community of people learning about Jesus Christ as the Great Haven. Also, please join us in the 
gymnasium for Haven Food and Fellowship after this afternoon’s worship service.  

☩  Today’s Sunday Schedule:

4:30 p.m.  Worship/Outreach (followed by announcements and news updates).

6:15 p.m. The Haven Food and Fellowship in the gymnasium.

☩  Nursery is available during worship for children ages 2 and under. Please speak to one of 
the greeters if you wish to use the nursery for your child.   If you’d like to volunteer for nursery 
duty, e mail Margaret Shishko: mamashish123@gmail.com  

☩  The  concept  of  "covenant  renewal"  is  beautifully  introduced  in  our  Directory  for  Public 
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest and renew 
their covenant bond with him and one another.  The Holy Spirit  engages them and draws them into the 
Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, strengthening and 
guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom." 

☩  We celebrate the Lord’s Supper every Sunday as the climax of our covenant renewal worship.  
If you are visiting with us, we invite to the Table those who have received Christian baptism, have 
publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, and are members in good standing of a church in which the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is faithfully taught and practiced.  By eating the bread and drinking the wine 
with us you are publicly acknowledging that you are seeking to walk in godliness before the Lord,.  
If you have any questions about whether you should partake of the Supper, please speak to the 
pastor either before or after the service. 

☩  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®).          
Copyrighted  music  reprinted  under  CCLI  #11435067.   All  selections  from  the  Trinity  Psalter 
Hymnal are used with permission.  
 
☩  The Haven, OPC is a home mission work of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New 
York,   Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC).  For more information on the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church:   www.opc.org    For  more  information  about  this  church,  visit  our  website:  
www.thehavenli.com   Tithe and offering checks should be made out to The Haven, OPC.

☩  Pastoral Needs:  To contact Pastor Bill, his study phone number is (516) 593-1507, or you can 
reach him by e mail at WShishko@gmail.com   
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Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, November 3, 2019

Worship 4:30 PM  
Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 23:1-6

THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US 

Salutation: 

Pastor:  Congregation of the People of God: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
People: Amen!

†Call to Worship: From Psalm 99

Pastor:   The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!

People:   He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!

Pastor:   The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples!

People:   Let them praise your great and awesome name!  Holy is he!.

Pastor:   The King in his might loves justice.  

People:   You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

All:  Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool.  Holy is he!.

† Opening Psalm  “The Lord God Reigns in Majesty“  (Psalm 99B, TPH)

(turn to next page)

Learn the tune:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLY1XZ3NUwY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLY1XZ3NUwY
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      †Greeting  
Pastor: The Lord be with you! 

People: And also with you!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: Who made heaven and earth! 

†Opening Prayer 
People: Amen! 

THE LORD OUR GOD CLEANSES US 

Meditation on The Sermon on the Mount: The Beatitudes

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,

 for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

 Confession of Sin (kneeling if able) - Begin with personal confession before God.

Corporate Confession: Our perfectly righteous God and Father:  Forgive us when we 
bring opposition on ourselves because of our pride, our haughtiness, our stubbornness, 
and by always wanting to have things “our way.”  But forgive us, also when we do not 
take our stand on the side of righteousness so that we don’t receive persecution.  Forgive 
us for “going with the flow” rather than standing for what is right.  And when we are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake remind us that we are walking in the steps of  our 
Savior, whose commitment to doing what is right brought him to the cross.  May having 
the favor of the Heaven mean infinitely more to us than having the favor of this world - 
for Jesus’s sake.  Amen! 

†Assurance of Pardon:  Hebrews 12:3-8

People: Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God! 

Reception of New Communicant Member 

†Our Response of Praise:  “Behold, Our God”             (turn to next page)  
Learn the hymn:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US 

OLD COVENANT READING:  ISAIAH 61:1-4

1 THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD GOD IS UPON ME,  BECAUSE THE LORD HAS ANOINTED ME TO BRING 

GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR;  HE HAS SENT ME TO BIND UP THE BROKENHEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO 

THE CAPTIVES,  AND THE OPENING OF THE PRISON TO THOSE WHO ARE BOUND; 2 TO PROCLAIM THE YEAR 

OF THE LORD’S FAVOR,  AND THE DAY OF VENGEANCE OF OUR GOD;  TO COMFORT ALL WHO MOURN;  

3 TO GRANT TO THOSE WHO MOURN IN ZION— TO GIVE THEM A BEAUTIFUL HEADDRESS INSTEAD OF 

ASHES,  THE OIL OF GLADNESS INSTEAD OF MOURNING,  THE GARMENT OF PRAISE INSTEAD OF A FAINT 

SPIRIT;  THAT THEY MAY BE CALLED OAKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,  THE PLANTING OF THE LORD, THAT HE 

MAY BE GLORIFIED.  4 THEY SHALL BUILD UP THE ANCIENT RUINS;  THEY SHALL RAISE UP THE FORMER 

DEVASTATIONS;  THEY SHALL REPAIR THE RUINED CITIES,  THE DEVASTATIONS OF MANY GENERATIONS.

NEW COVENANT READINGS:  MARK 1:21 -28; MATTHEW 11:23,24

MARK  1:21  AND  THEY  WENT  INTO  CAPERNAUM,  AND  IMMEDIATELY  ON  THE  SABBATH  HE 

ENTERED THE SYNAGOGUE AND WAS TEACHING. 22 AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT HIS TEACHING, FOR 

HE TAUGHT THEM AS ONE WHO HAD AUTHORITY, AND NOT AS THE SCRIBES. 23 AND IMMEDIATELY THERE 

WAS IN THEIR SYNAGOGUE A MAN WITH AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT. AND HE CRIED OUT, 24 “WHAT HAVE YOU 

TO DO WITH US, JESUS OF NAZARETH? HAVE YOU COME TO DESTROY US? I KNOW WHO YOU ARE—THE 

HOLY ONE OF GOD.” 25 BUT JESUS REBUKED HIM, SAYING, “BE SILENT, AND COME OUT OF HIM!” 26 AND 

THE  UNCLEAN  SPIRIT,   CONVULSING  HIM  AND   CRYING  OUT  WITH  A  LOUD  VOICE,  CAME  OUT  OF 

HIM.  27  AND  THEY  WERE  ALL  AMAZED,  SO  THAT  THEY  QUESTIONED  AMONG  THEMSELVES,  SAYING, 

“WHAT IS THIS? A NEW TEACHING WITH AUTHORITY! HE COMMANDS EVEN THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS, AND 

THEY  OBEY  HIM.”   28   AND  AT  ONCE  HIS  FAME  SPREAD  EVERYWHERE  THROUGHOUT  ALL  THE 

SURROUNDING REGION OF GALILEE.

MATTHEW 11:23 AND YOU, CAPERNAUM, WILL YOU BE EXALTED TO HEAVEN? YOU WILL 
BE BROUGHT DOWN TO HADES. FOR IF THE MIGHTY WORKS DONE IN YOU HAD BEEN DONE IN 

SODOM, IT WOULD HAVE REMAINED UNTIL THIS DAY. 24 BUT I TELL YOU THAT IT WILL BE MORE 

TOLERABLE ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT FOR THE LAND OF SODOM THAN FOR YOU.”
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Pastor:  The grass withers, and the flowers fade away; but the word of our 
God will stand forever!

People: Thanks be to God!

†Corporate Confession of Faith: The Heidelberg Catechism

Lord’s Day 5:  Deliverance

12. According to God’s righteous judgment we deserve temporal and eternal 
punishment, is there no way by which we may escape that punishment and be 
again received into favor?  

A. God will have His justice satisfied; therefore we must make full satisfaction 
to the same, either by ourselves, or by another.  

13. Q. But can we ourselves make this satisfaction?  

A. By no means!  On the contrary, we daily increase our debt.  

14.Q. Can there be found anywhere a mere creature able to satisfy for us? 

A. None; for, first, God will not punish any other creature for the sin which 
man has committed; and, further, no mere creature can sustain the burden 
of God’s eternal wrath against sin, and deliver others from it.  

15. Q,  What manner of mediator and deliverer, then, must we seek? 

A. One who is a true and righteous man, and yet more powerful than all 
creatures; that is, one who is true God. 

      

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:  
Psalm :  “Before the Throne of God Above” 

(turn to next page)

Learn the tune:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LULK2nZ6sCc
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Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God to be Preached
People: Amen!

Sermon:   “One Unsettling Saturday in the Synagogue”

Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!

Worship through Tithes and Offerings

†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen! 

The Lord Our God Communes With Us 
Meditation;  Lord’s Supper Celebration
(Heads of households, please come forward to receive the elements for your household. Enjoy 

communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.)
Prayer of Thanksgiving People: Amen!

Deacon’s Offering:  To begin a Deacon’s Fund for The Haven, OPC

Closing Hymn of Celebration: “O God, Your Judgments Give the King” 
 (Turn to next page)   

The Lord Our God Commissions Us 
†[Hands Raised] Pastor:  Benediction 

People: Amen! 
Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name!

PSALM TO LEARN: “THOU, O LORD, ART GOD ALONE” (PSALM 102B, TPH)
LAST PRINTED PAGE OF THIS BULLETIN
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

☩  Haven Hope Givers:  That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who are 
regular listeners to A Visit to the Pastor’s Study.   Send a message of Gospel hope to:  Mr. Darren 
Emanuel,  #03A2176,  Fishkill  Correctional  Facility,  POB 1245,  Beacon,  NY 12508 & Mr.  Arthur F. 
Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458

☩  Haven Young Adult Disciples (age 13 and up):   Our next meeting is today, from 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
at the Brewer’s (66 East 2d St., Deer Park)  Pizza, singing, and discussion.   Put the date in your 
calendars, and invite your friends to join us.  We’ll be taking pictures for the website.

☩  Sing!   Our monthly “choir practice” is at the home of John & Mary Vaeth (46 Monell Ave., Islip) 
usually on the first Tuesday of the month from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m   This is a time to build our repertoire 
of “Haven Hymns.  Our next Sing! meeting is this Tuesday, November 5.  For these meetings we 
continue to learn new Psalms and Hymns from the Trinity Psalter Hymnal, and doctrinally rich 
contemporary hymns as well.  We’ll be taking pictures for the website.

☩  Annual Thank Offering:  Every November congregations of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
have a special offering that is given to the OPC’s combined. mission program called Worldwide 
Outreach.  Worldwide Outreach provides the funding for the OPC’s committees on Home Missions, 
Foreign Missions, and Christian Education.   Put money aside so that you can give a generous gift on 
Sunday, November 24. 

☩   “A Visit  to the Pastor’s  Study,”   the weekly radio program hosted by Pastor  Bill  Shishko is 
broadcast at  8:00 a.m. on Sundays on WBWD, 540 AM.    You can also  to listen to the podcasts 
on sermonaudio.com (Search A Visit to the Pastor’s Study) or visitthepastorsstudy.org     Upcoming 
Program for this month:  

Date: Topic: Guest
Nov. 9: Church & State (pt. 1) Dr. Alan Strange
Nov. 16: Rerun (01/12/19) Fasting
Nov. 23: Church & State (pt. 2) Dr. Alan Strange
Nov. 30: Open Forum Pastor Sam Chung

☩  Haven Food and Fellowship:  This is a way for you to show hospitality following our worship 
each Lord’s Day.   See our administrative assistant, Mary Vaeth and give her some dates that you can 
provide refreshments and be host and hostess for this outreach. 

☩  Today’s Sermon will be available by Tuesday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC” 
site (Search The Haven, OPC)  Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com  

☩  Tithes and Offerings for Last Sunday:  $1,008.00 (Budget: $1,500.00 per week)
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about The Haven, OPC and its ministry:

Question: I’ve never read the Bible before, but I want to begin.  Can you give me some hints for reading 
the Bible so that I can understand it?
Pastor Bill responds (pt. 1): 

I’m so glad that you want to begin reading the Bible.  Both the Old Testament (the 39 
books written between 1450 - 425 B.C., i.e. before the coming of Christ), and the New Testament 
(the 27 books written after Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension and through at least 
the middle part of the first century A.D.) are the inspired word of God, cf. II Timothy 3:16,17.  
While these books have human authors like Moses, David, Isaiah, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
etc. God so superintended their thinking and writing processes that what they composed is the 
very Word of God.   That’s why reading the Bible is so important.  It’s our GPS from God to help 
guide us through this world.  I’m glad you’re beginning what will be a lifelong adventure!

Before we get to some specific answers to your questions, let’s think about the kind of 
Bible you should buy.  There are so many available that it can be very confusing for the person 
who is new to Bible reading.

1.  Some Bibles are paraphrases, e.g. The Message, The Living Bible,  Good News for Modern 
Man/Today’s English Version.  I don’t recommend them to new Bible readers because they are not 
“word  for  word  translations”,  but  very  loose  interpretations  of  the  biblical  text.   The  New 
International Version is somewhat better, but a more literal translation is far better.  The New King 
James Version is a translation that is very close to the historic King Janes Version (but without the 
outdated language).  It reads beautifully and is good for memorization.   We use the English 
Standard Version at The Haven because it is an excellent translation, is easy to read, and is the 
version used in Orthodox Presbyterian publications and by many other evangelical churches.   
The New American Standard version is also an excellent translation, but it’s better for study than 
for daily reading, in my opinion.

2.  I’ve not been a fan of Study Bibles, because it’s too easy for people to confuse the 
notes that are included in the Study Bible with the Bible itself.  But, in the case of those who 
have little or no familiarity with the Bible, a good Study Bible can be helpful.  It will include 
information on the author, date, and main purpose of each  book of the Bible, helpful notes on 
difficult passages or words, cross references so that you can look at verses that shed light on 
what you are reading, maps so that you can see the areas mentioned in the Scriptures, and 
various other helps.   I highly recommend The Reformation Study Bible if you’re wanting to buy a 
Study Bible.

3.  Font size and spaces on a page are very important.  If the font size is too small and if 
there is little white space on a page, your eyes will get tired very quickly and you won’t want to 
read very much.    Take a good look at the pages of the Bible you are considering - either in a 
book store or if you are purchasing on-line.    I cannot overstate how important this is.   You 
must enjoy reading your Bible and the font, spacing, and format will either contribute to your 
enjoyment or detract from it.  

4.   Consider getting a genuine leather Bible.   In most  cases these will  have a better 
binding than hardbound Bibles; and they will last much longer.   It’s better to pay a little more 
and get something that you will use with pleasure for many years.  

Get your Bible this week, and next week we’ll start looking at hints for reading it. 
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My Notes on Today’s Sermon:  
“One Unsettling Saturday in the Synagogue”

Mark 1: 21-28
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