
Whose story is this?
Ezra 1-2





Drinking from the firehose…
• Goal: to equip us to read 

intelligently 

• Therefore: drinking from firehose 

• So…  

• take notes 

• read, re-read, read ahead 

• read together



About this book:

• English books of Ezra & Nehemiah are 1 book in Hebrew 

• Switch between first and third person (“I” and “He”) 

• Covers events over 100 years without indicating gaps 

• God does not speak—No “ ” —God



Where are we in the OT story?
• Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (renamed “Israel”) 

• Israel has 12 sons = 12 Tribes of Israel 

• Moses, exodus from Egypt, wilderness wandering 

• Joshua and promised land 

• Judges (Gideon, Samson, etc.) 

• Monarchy: Saul, David, Solomon… 

• Kingdom Splits - 10 Tribes in North = “Israel”, 2 Tribes in South = “Judah”



Israel in North

• Israel in North abandons YHWH - breaks covenant 

• became like the nations  

• idolatry, break law, abusing poor, child sacrifice, etc.



One of many warnings…
“Don’t pollute yourself in any of these ways. This is how the nations 
became polluted, the ones that I am going to drive out of the land before 
you. Even the land itself became polluted and I punished it for its 
iniquities—the land vomited up its inhabitants. You must keep my 
decrees and laws—natives and foreigners both. You must not do any of 
these abhorrent things. The people who lived in this land before you 
arrived did all these things and polluted the land. And if you pollute it, the 
land will vomit you up just as it vomited up the nations that preceded 
you.”

- Leviticus 18:24-28 (The Message)



Israel in North destroyed
• Israel in North abandons YHWH - breaks covenant 

• became like the nations  

• idolatry, break law, abusing poor, child sacrifice, etc. 

• Warnings: History (Canaanites), gave Law, sent Prophets 

• God has no choice 

• Assyria destroys Israel & repopulates land with foreigners



Judah Exiled
• Lasts longer, but goes same route—becomes like nations 

• Judah has no excuse: saw what happened to Israel 

• God’s mercy: deports, rather than destroys 

• Upper classes to Babylon; Lower classes stay in land 

• Temple destroyed—God abandoned temple 

• God sends them into exile but promises to bring them out



OT Narrative Reading Tips:

• Show and Tell 

• author expects you to read in 
light of other Scriptures 

• God is the Hero 

• all other characters are flawed



Ezra 1-2 highlights
• King Cyrus allows Jews to return 

to land and rebuild temple 

• God does what he said he’d do 
(through his prophet Jeremiah) 

• works through agents: 

• Cyrus, Jews with desire to 
return

(“Cyrus Cylinder” describing release of captive peoples)



Ezra 1-2 highlights

• Return and Rebuild - New Exodus - New Beginning 

• Continuity with the past 

• Concern for lineage and purity



Whose story is this?


