
Wrapping Up  
& Looking Ahead

Nehemiah 12-13



Going out on a high Note



Book’s Two Climaxes:

• Vow not to: 

• intermarry 

• break the Sabbath 

• neglect the temple or its workers
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• Intermarriage 

• Neglect of  the temple & its workers 

• Broken Sabbath



Pattern that points forward



“It is difficult to come away without a sense of anticlimax, a 
sense that is only strengthened when we remember that several 

of these abuses were to recur time and again in later years. 
Clearly, external measures were inadequate, in the last resort, to 

control the perversities of the human heart. The book thus 
points to its own failure in some respects, and indicates by its 

narrative shape [a] need… for a radically new approach, an 
approach which was inaugurated by the events recorded in the 

New Testament.…” 


- H.G.M. Williamson, Ezra, Nehemiah, p.402 



… I need something more! For if I know the law but still can’t keep it, and if the 
power of sin within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need 
help! I realize that I don’t have what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t do it. I 
decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do 
it anyway. My decisions, such as they are, don’t result in actions. Something 
has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time.


It happens so regularly that it’s predictable. The moment I decide to do good, 
sin is there to trip me up. I truly delight in God’s commands, but it’s pretty 
obvious that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and 
just when I least expect it, they take charge…



I’ve tried everything and nothing helps. I’m at the end of my rope. Is there no 
one who can do anything for me? Isn’t that the real question?


The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set 
things right in this life of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my 
heart and mind, but am pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally 
different.


- Romans 7:17-25 - The Message
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