
"Unexpected Announcement" 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 
 
 
     Overview           One of the most exciting things we get to announce is the upcoming birth of a  

      baby.  Few things hold more joy (or more promise) than the thought of a new life  
      entering the world.     
 
      Parents often go to great lengths planning exactly how they will make the big  
      announcement.  They use creative photos and cards, clever messages, presents      
      that include hints at the upcoming arrival, and more. 

  
God decidedly upped the ante a bit.  The birth of His son was announced (to the 
expectant parents) by no less than angels (following a prophecy given hundreds 
of years earlier).  It was a magnificent proclamation - fitting for the One to come.   
 

 
  Getting Started  The Blessed Event 

 
1.   Parents often choose a name for their child because of its meaning.  What is 
 the meaning  of your name?   

  
 2.   How many brothers and sisters do you have?  How did your place in the birth 
  order of your family affect the way you grew up (if at all)?  

 
3.   What city were you born in (and where were you born (i.e. in hospital, at 
 home, in an ambulance, etc.))?   

 
 
     The Text    

 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary 
  was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she  
  was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her  
  husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, t 
because he will save his people from their sins.”  

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” w (which means “God with us”).  

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus.  

     
              Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV) 
 
 
 

 



 
 The Video (optional)     “Unexpected Announcement” – Matthew 1:18-25 - by Kyle Corbin,  
     Dec. 6/20 (view at www.immanuelonline.ca) 
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Understanding 

 1.  What is the miraculous event that is described in this passage (verse 18)?   
  How would God’s plan not have been fulfilled if Joseph had been Jesus’  
  biological father (consider verse 23)?  
 
 2.  How serious a matter would it have been for Mary to be pregnant out of  
  wedlock? (NB:  Read Deut. 22:23-24 for background.  By the time of the  

    NT, divorce would have been the prescribed remedy in such a situation.)   
    How is Joseph and Mary’s engagement different from engagements today 
    (notice the way Joseph and Mary are described in verse 19)? 
 
   3.  What do we learn about Joseph’s character in verse 19?  What does Joseph’s 
    decision to quietly divorce Mary tell us about him?  What would have been 
    Mary’s experience if he had not chosen this course of action? 
 
   4.  Who delivers the news of Mary’s miraculous conception to Joseph?  Why was 
    it important for the news to be communicated in this way (consider also  
    Luke 1:26-35)?  
 
   5.  What is Matthew trying to highlight by focusing more on Joseph (as opposed  
    to Mary) (note the way Joseph is addressed by the angel in verse 20)?   
    Why is this important (think about Jer. 23:5-6)? 
 
   6.  The angel declares two names for the child in verses 21-23.  What are those  
    names and what do they mean?  How does the child go on to show those  
    names are fitting for Him?  
 
   7.  In his announcement (verse 23) the angel quotes Isaiah 7:14.  In the days  
    of Isaiah, people could have understood these words to refer to King  
    Hezekiah (read 2 Kings 18:1-8).  Who does the prophecy refer to?  What  
    does this suggest about the nature of prophecy and how it should be  
    interpreted?  
    

 

 



 
    
   Applying 
   1. In his account, Matthew emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit in the   

  conception and birth narrative.  How might this impact or enlarge (if at all)  
  your understanding of the Holy Spirit (i.e. what do you normally think of as  
  being the work of the Spirit (consider John 3:5-6, 16:8-11, 14:26; Acts 1:4- 
  8; Rom. 8:26-27; Gal. 5:16-23, 1 Cor. 12:4-11))?  (You may want to check  
  out also Gen. 1:2, Ps. 104:27-30, Is. 32:14-20.) 

 
   2.  Do you believe God speaks to people in dreams today?  Could He?  We  
    rarely hear of that happening.  Why do you think that is?  How do you  
    receive direction from God?  
 
   3.  The name Jesus means “the Lord saves”.  In what different ways have you  
    experienced the saving work of God in your life?  
   
   4.  Jesus is referred to here as “God with us”.  What significance does that have  
    for the people of God (check also Matthew 18:15-20 and Matthew 28:19- 
    20)?  What significance does that have for you personally?  When do you  
    most feel the closeness of Christ’s presence in your life? 
 
   5.  Joseph demonstrated kindness when he resolved to keep his commitment to  
    Mary.  Still, both Joseph and Mary may have had to endure the stigma of  
    what was perceived as an illegitimate pregnancy.  In what ways (and for  
    what reasons) might we be called upon to endure societal disapproval in  
    our day and age?   How does the example of Joseph and Mary help us  
    respond well? 
    
   6.  Following God’s leading often involves sacrifice.  What did Mary and Joseph  
    have to sacrifice in obedience to God’s calling?  What have you had to  
    sacrifice (consider Matthew 16:24-28)? 
 
   7.  In his sermon, Pastor Kyle suggests 4 possible applications from this   
    passage: 
     - Live following God’s commands 
     - Listen to God’s leading 
     - Lean into God’s direction 
     - Look for God’s provision 
 
    Which of these 4 will you be most trying to apply in the coming week?  Do  
    you sense God calling you to a different application? 
 
 
Memory Verse(s) 

  20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
  a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
  as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 
  will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, t because  
  he will save his people from their sins.”  
           

                          Matthew 1:20-21 (NIV) 

 



 
  
 
Extra Resources 

 
v “Unexpected Announcement” – Matthew 1:18-25 - by Kyle Corbin, Dec. 

6/20 (view at www.immanuelonline.ca).  Pastor Kyle reviews the birth 
narrative of Jesus and notes what we can learn from Joseph’s actions.  

v “Joseph’s Sword” -  by Kathy Berklund-Page (article in Christianity Today 
magazine, Jan./ 2004, pg. 65).  This interesting article briefly considers the 
conduct of Joseph (and what Jesus may have learned from His example).  

v “Joseph: (Un)Planned Detours”  - by Jon Bloom (article at 
www.desiringgod.org, Dec. 14, 2009).  Bloom suggests that when God 
leads us in unexpected directions, we should hold on tight and trust God.   

 


