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Thanksgiving Message 
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 

and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His 

feet, giving Him thanks. (Luke 17:15-16) 
 
Some thoughts as we approach Thanksgiving: 

 

In returning and giving thanks, we are made whole. The story of the cleansing of the 

ten lepers from the Gospel of Luke shows us the spiritual nature of thanksgiving.  

 

Thanksgiving is a deeply spiritual act. Giving thanks is something that can’t be 

forced. It has to come freely from our hearts and minds. We can constantly remind 

our children to say ‘thank-you,’ but real thanksgiving cannot be commanded. It 

belongs to the freedom that God gives us.  

 

Giving thanks is the counter to our modern culture of entitlement – that vain 

assumption that the world owes us everything. Rather than taking all the good things 

of life for granted and thinking that we deserve what we enjoy, this season we give 

thanks for all the good things we have, for they are gifts freely given to us by God.  

 

Obviously there can be no thanksgiving without the idea of giving thanks to 

someone. And so ultimately, we give thanks to God, the Creator and Sustainer of the 

universe and the ultimate source of every good. We give thanks to God for what we 

have received because of the labours, the care, the thought and the actions of others; 

for goodness and love of God made known in creation; and above all for the 

forgiveness of sins and newness of life that we receive through the Son of God, 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The one leper who returned and gave thanks to Jesus after he was healed reveals the 

power of thanksgiving.  

 

It is a totally free act. There were ten who were cleansed. Only one returned to give 

thanks. About him, Jesus says, “Arise go your way. Your faith has made you whole.” 

Again, all ten were cleansed. But only the one who returned to give thanks was made 

whole. He was not just healed, but made whole, complete. In returning and giving 

thanks, we are made whole. In the act of thanksgiving, we are who we were created 

to be: creatures who gratefully acknowledge our dependence on God our Creator and 

Sustainer. 
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Harvest Thanksgiving is about the gathering in of the fruits of the earth. But it is also 

about the gathering of our souls to God. All that we have comes from God, the 

source of all good things. So Thanksgiving is about our participation in the goodness 

of God Himself. 

 

This is what happens when we gather together for the Eucharist (from the Greek 

word ‘thanksgiving’). We join in the great thanksgiving of God the Son to God the 

Father. We are gathered to Him in prayer and praise. We are gathered to Him in the 

sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving.  

 

And so friends, let us come to this great festival of Thanksgiving where we are more 

than healed. We are made whole – but only in returning and giving thanks. Be with 

the one who turned back, giving Him thanks. Be with God in Christ Jesus. 

Peace, 
 

Chris+    
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Bible Adventure Club (BAC) 
(aka Sunday School) 
 

The new BAC Program started at St. James on September 8 at 10:30 a.m., and will now 

run every Sunday. 

 

We need more people to take a turn helping with this during the part of the Sunday 

Service before Communion. The children and the helpers will come up e in the church 

for Communion.   

 

If you would like to brighten up your Sunday by spending some time with kids, please 

contact Amy. Amy.dow@outlook.com.  We are looking for men or women of any age!  
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:Amy.dow@outlook.com
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The Caledon 
Trailway 

Building the 
Dream 

Author: Diane Allengame 
Editor:  Donna Davies 

 
Coffee table book 

168 pages 
Vintage & color 

photography 
Archival and 

modern maps 
Book Launch  

November 24 2:30 pm  
at St. James 

A perfect Christmas 
Gift $40.00 

All proceeds go to the 
Town for the 

enhancement of The 
Caledon Trailway.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WARDENS’ REPORT 
 

We hope that you have had a great summer 

and are enthused about our new church 

year and our new service times - the move 

from 11am to 10:30am was definitely 

popular.  

 

Todd and David have been pursuing our 

auditors to ensure we complete the 2018 

Audit as quickly as we can. Unfortunately, 

although Todd has done sterling work in 

completing and bringing our accounts up to 

date, BDO have still not finished their 

work. We are hoping to hear from them early in September. As soon as we have the 

final accounts from them we will convene a Vestry meeting for us to present the 

results for your information and approval. 

 

We held a Vacation Bible Camp early in July which was attended by 19 children! It 

was a great success and everybody seemed to enjoy themselves – including Todd 

who was cajoled to act a supporting part in one of their skits! The leaders from 

Crosstalk Ministries were excellent. We intend to run this camp again next year and 

will be looking to see if we can get more volunteers to help including finding digs for 

the leaders for the week. 

 

There were two wonderful discussion courses this year – the first one was centred 

around The Prodigal God, while the second discussed the book The Spirituality of 

Wine. These were very interesting and led by Father Chris. More books to be 

reviewed in the Fall! 

 

I hope you all saw Father Chris mentioned in the Anglican this summer for the part 

he played in developing and getting approval for a new prayer for the Reconciliation 

of the Jews. Interesting article! 

 

Our roofer has finally got back to us early in September with an interesting proposal. 

This will be reviewed and discussed at Advisory Board and then you will hear more 

on this later in the Fall. 

 

We are all horrified, we are sure, about the devastation and loss of life in the 

Bahamas due to hurricane Dorian. Father Chris and your Wardens decided that we 

should donate to The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund which is 

sending supplies and emergency support to the people in the Bahamas. 

 

We pray for the early recovery and return to the church of Mary who has undergone 

surgery this week. 

 

We are looking forward to some interesting events planned for this period up to 

Christmas. 

 

As always, we are pleased to serve as your Wardens, David and Claire  
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Reprinted from the 

June 2019 edition of 

The Anglican 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  I have always felt somehow lacking or somewhat guilty because 

of the fact that there are traditions about the Christian faith that I still do not fully 

understand and some things I question. I thought there might be others among you 

who felt the same and that this article would help you, as it did me. 

Fr. Chris would warmly welcome a conversation with you about any doubts you may 

have about the Christian faith.  
 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Blessing of the Animals 
St. James will be holding our annual Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday 6 

October, 2:00pm. Come and join us for a casual service with readings and a special 

blessing for your favourite creatures. All pets are welcome. Special guest: 

 Claudia Hehr, animal communicator. 

https://u2325982.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=8w75Pr345t0il0U-2BjMLZd-2B3Ujy1BBb-2Bh3wV8KFJ42nYt06bHzgjtwjSSbg2bCvUY_Uw1MfprJ-2F18wc7PUl4OGrRZYtt1KP0Bot3vxJIq2TgvReTAKnZ4GDy2FJxVvI2efp8mEa4-2Bv8ifCwn2kLNxfUkTZ9eWdKey2l90sNU-2FPLWcwtoRroexm5pW9HrZwgDVfTaG-2Fo1l6p1koUYn1aDFE0D5C33NB-2FI4qwQoUWhIDfPKqfbwXjapazuAf77-2F25F9P-2FL0Yo2cd7g1IX6XTqdGwnOhCvptScUUjVfI57mNH1PAeJi68kJSJhj9BEMwojx-2BWoBR67qxkLh-2BbTKBZlwppAnmV-2F3OX9owcz8xHBunyounAODeSDYvGpTQGb7KFeGMNYAzxV-2FW5OSavyJ-2BhCyWbZw-3D-3D
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The Peacemakers 

 
Oh, oh, oh… oh. 

Oh, oh, oh… oh. 

Rose-red sky above the snow 

Where bombed Swansea is 

alight, 

Full of Mum and Dad I go, 

As I walk home in the night. 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

Children of God; children of 

God. 

Neither slander nor abuse, 

In their home was ever found. 

Mam would look for an 

excuse 

For the biggest rogues 

around. 

And the angel of poor homes 

Gave my father two rich 

pearls: 

Brotherhood our duty here, 

And love God's empowering 

gift to the world. 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

Children of God; 

children of God 
What do they believe tonight, 

As they see their world 

ablaze? 

Love is with my father yet, 

Mother with forgiveness 

stays. 

Acts of hatred and revenge 

Cannot bring security. 

In Christ's light is freedom 

had 

If we would be truly free. 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

Children of God; children of 

God. 

Blessed the age that will hear 

their voice, 

Peacemakers all! 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

Children of God. 

 
 

The Peacemakers’ Anthem 
By Howard Jones 

 
At our Remembrance Day service this year the choir will sing a new anthem which I 

have composed, called “The Peacemakers”. It is based on a Welsh poem reflecting 

on World War II. 

The Peacemakers is a musical setting of a poem by Waldo Williams. He was a 

Christian and mystical Welsh poet who lived from 1904 to 1971. He was also a 

pacifist and believed strongly in the brotherhood of mankind. The dream of universal 

peace and our duty to love each other are recurring themes in his poetry and in his 

life. He was greatly saddened by the outbreak of World War II.  

In February 1941 the port of 

Swansea in South Wales was heavily 

bombed by the German Air Force. 

Swansea was considered an 

important target because it was a key 

port for the import of food and fuel, 

while the Germans were attempting 

to starve Britain into submission. 

The effect on civilian morale was 

also a consideration. On three 

consecutive nights, a large quantity 

of incendiary bombs as well as high 

explosives was dropped on Swansea. 

The town centre was shattered and 

engulfed in flames. Hundreds of 

residents were killed or injured and 

7000 were made homeless. The 

glow of the fires could be seen 75 

miles away. 

Waldo Williams was walking home at night across the distant Prescili Hills in 

Pembrokeshire and could see the glow of the town in flames. His struggle to hold on 

to his Christian beliefs of love and forgiveness in the face of the violence and 

destruction are expressed in the poem “The Peacemakers”. The poem was written in 

Welsh (Y Tangnefeddwyr) which is translated into English and adapted to form the 

lyrics of the anthem.  

 

The anthem begins with a driving rhythm and dissonnant chords on the piano 

representing the air raid, followed by a dark vocal line by the altos expressing the 

shocked reaction. The subsequent verses describe the poets struggle to maintain his 

Christian beliefs by recalling his parents ideals of brotherhood and forgiveness. Near 

the end, the “air raid” theme returns, reminding us that these ideals are not yet 

realised in the world. However, the poet looks forward with hope to a time when all 

will embrace these ideals, all will be “peacemakers,” truly children of God, and the 

anthem ends serenely. 

I feel honoured to have my anthem performed at this important service and I am very 

grateful to the choir, Mary and Joanne for their enthusiasm and the hard work to get 

it ready. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incendiary_device
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firebombing
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Women’s 

Advent Retreat  
 

Last year’s 
Women’s Advent 

Retreat was a 
great success, 

drawing Christian 

women from the 
community and 

beyond for a day 
of song, prayer, 

contemplation 
and learning.  St. 

James is planning 
a similar retreat 

to take place on 
Saturday, Nov. 2.  

 
More details will 

be available 
closer to the 

date, but plan on 

attending.  
Delicious home-

made soup and a 
prayerful craft 

activity will make 
this another sold-

out event. 
Please contact 
Diane Allengame 

to let her know 

you can help with 
this great day. 

 
 

Outreach News 
By Valerie Jones 

 

Faith Works  
The Anglican Diocese of Toronto FAITHWORKS campaign will run from September 

to December 2019 and is based on Micah 6:8: “What does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Faith Works focuses its support in the following four areas: 

- Caring for people who are homeless 

- Caring for newcomers and refugees 

- Caring for at-risk women, children and youth 

- Caring for Indigenous Peoples and people who are HIV/AODS-impacted 

In addition, Faith Works will continue to support outreach projects at the local parish 

level. 15% of what we raise is retained by us for Outreach and 5% of undesignated 

contributions are distributed each year in the form of Area Ministry Grants. 

Donation envelopes will be handed out once a month from now to Christmas.  If you 

would like to participate, please decide whether you would like to make one larger 

donation or four smaller monthly ones 

 

Outreach to Our Community 

We will be providing assistance to three area organizations: The Bridge Ministry in 

Brampton, The Choices Youth Shelter in Orangeville and The Elizabeth Fry Society 

of Peel.  

You are already familiar with the work of Choices and The Bridge. The Elizabeth 

Fry Society is similar to The Bridge but works mainly with first time female 

offenders or those who are at risk of committing a crime. Youth and Adult Programs 

& Services are broadly divided into four sections. Pro-active crime Prevention, 

Support, successful Reintegration into society and Advocacy. They also work to 

lower repeat offence rates. Much more information will be available on Sunday, 

October 27
th

 when a representative from Elizabeth Fry will be visiting our 

congregation. 

These three organizations will be the focus of our Advent Giving Tree and also our 

monthly giving program. More information to come!  

 

Water Ambassadors 

The Outreach team will be making a $500 donation to this charity on your behalf: 

Water Ambassadors Canada (from their website) 

Changing lives with clean water 

Water Ambassadors Canada (WAC) is a faith-based, non-profit organization 

committed to providing clean, safe drinking water to desperately poor people in 

developing countries. Working with in-country partner organizations, we arrange for 

teams to go on short-term water mission trips (7-10 days) to build and repair wells, 

install water filtration and chlorination systems, construct bio-sand filters, and teach 

health and hygiene. 

 

 



News & Views                                  
Page 7 

                                                                                Volume 13, Issue 3 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Bell Tower 
Boutique 

 
Our room of 
treasures and used 

books has been 
open to the public 

now for a couple of 
months.  We have 
some regular 

shoppers, and 
Anne Allengame 

has been manning 
the boutique.   

The Boutique 
features good 
quality collectible 

and décor items as 
well as gently used 

current books.  At 
this time we are 
not accepting 

clothing or 
furniture.  You can 

leave your 
donations in the 
Boutique in the 

blue bin marked 
‘incoming’. 

___________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, October 6 – 9 am Service - 10:30 am – Sabbath Rest   
                                   2 pm – Blessing of the Animals 

                                                           
Sunday, October 13 – 9 and 10:30 am – Thanksgiving Service 

                                                                   BAS Eucharist 

 
Sunday, October 20 – 9 and 10:30 am – BAS Morning Prayer 

 
Sunday, October 27 – 9 and 10:30 am – BAS Eucharist  

 
Saturday, November 2 – Women’s Advent Retreat 

 
Sunday November 3 –  9 am Service – 10:30 am Sabbath Rest 

 
Sunday, November 10 – 9 am Service-10:30 am  BAS Eucharist      

Remembrance Day Service 
 

Sunday, November 17 – 9 and 10:30 am Morning Prayer  
 

Friday, November 22 – 7 pm – A Dickens of an Evening  

 
Sunday, November 24 – 9 and 1):30 am BAS Eucharist  

 
Sunday, December 1 – 9 and 10:30 am – BAS Eucharist 

                                      1st Sunday of Advent 
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Please Join Us 
For Our Fall Services 

 
 

St. James Church 
6025 Old Church Road 
Caledon East L7C 1H8 

 

Rev. Chris Dow 
stjamesoffice6025@gmail.com 
Stjamescaledoneast.ca 
905.584.9635 

mailto:stjamesoffice6025@gmail.com

