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cla - ma jus -ti -cia y bus - ca la ver-dad. dar-nos li-ber-tad.

God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev - ’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!

Je - sus 1s with us, and ev-er sets us free.
2 Dice_el profeta al pueblo de Israel: 3 Montes y valles habrd que preparar;
“De madpre virgen ya viene_Emmanuel,” nuevos caminos tenemos que trazar.
serd “Dios con nosotros,” hermano serd, El estd ya muy cerca, venidlo_a_encontrar,
con él la_esperanza al mundo volverd. y todas las puertas abrid de par en par.

4 En una cueva Jesus aparecio,
pero_en el mundo estd presente hoy.
Vive_en nuestros hermanos, con ellos estd;
y vuelve de nuevo a darnos libertad.

Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Littrgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL 

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

Prelude 

Welcome
Lighting Advent Candles
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord's way
for the kingdom of heaven is near. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be a light shining in the darkness
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen

Advent Song: “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
Red book # 242
1
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 


for angels herald its dawning.


Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 


behold! the Child of our longing.


Come as a baby weak and poor,


to bring all hearts together,


he opens wide the heav'nly door 


and lives now inside us forever.

2
To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 


Emmanuel comes a-singing,


his humble song is quiet and near, 


yet fills the earth with its ringing;


music to heal the broken soul 


and hymns of lovingkindness,


the thunder of his anthems roll 


to shatter all hatred and blindness.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: REJOICE, REJOICE  Marty Haugen
Text and Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God, the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.

Amen. 
You may dip your finger in water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead as a reminder of your baptism.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess

that we have not lived as God desires.
Please keep silence for reflection

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 
We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace in Jesus
your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.

May you be strengthened in God’s love,

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Peace:  

P  As forgiven people, we have peace with God, and peace with one another.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you. 


P  Let us share that peace with one another. Please take a moment to share God’s peace with those near to you, and say a prayer of peace for those at a distance.
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise: “All Earth is Hopeful”



 Red Book # 266
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P
The Lord be with you

C
And also with you

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
 that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
 that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
 3A voice cries out:
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
 the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
  
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”
 All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
  surely the people are grass.
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.
 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
 lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
  lift it up, do not fear;
 say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
 10See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
 his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,
 and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

R
The Word of the Lord

C
Thanks be to God
Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

R
The Word of the Lord

C
Thanks be to God
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Holy Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
C

Glory to you, O Lord
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ”
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord

C
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz
Hymn: “On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry”

Red book # 249
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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Apostles’ Creed

C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering:   Jesus is coming soon, to bring healing to our broken world. We give thanks and praise as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment now to make an electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly app or write a check and send it in. 
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Offering Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway”


Red Book # 264
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!

4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ty mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.”
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
Announcements

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 



Red book # 288
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is bormm to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.
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*Dismissal

P
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God! 

Postlude
