Pa2;
A morning service during the Covid-19 restrictions
2nd Sunday of Advent - December 6, 2020

Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony
Reader 1: Last Sunday, we lit the first candle in our Advent wreath, the candle of hope. Let us light it 
again, as a symbol of our desire for healing and wholeness for our world. Our hope is in God’s way 
of shalom. (light the first candle.) 
Reader 2: John the baptizer called on the people of his day to get ready for the coming of the 
Messiah. He told them to repent, to turn around and change their focus. The peace, the shalom that 
we seek, grows out of a willingness to repent and change direction. 
Reader 1: We light this second candle to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace. His life has 
shown us ways to share God’s peace with others. (light the second candle.) 
Reader 2: Let us join together in a prayer for peace for ourselves and our world using the words of 
the International Peace Prayer. 
All present: 
Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. Amen 

  #392 Hark, a herald voice is sounding
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Hark, a herald voice is sounding; ‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say,			
‘cast away the dreams of darkness, O ye children of the day!’

Wakened by the solemn warning, let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ her sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies.

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us all, with tears of sorrow, pray that we may be forgiven.

That when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear,
with his mercy he may shield us, ad with words of love draw near.

Honour, glory, might and blessing to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit, while eternal ages run. From the Latin 10th century, translated by Edward Caswall 1814-1878

The kingdom of God is at hand: O come, let us worship.

Venite Psalm 95.1–7
 Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
	let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
	and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, *  
	and a great king above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
	and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his for he made it, *  
	and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
	and kneel before the Lord our maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  
	Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.

The Psalm for the day, Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
The Readings for the day: Isaiah 40:1-11, 2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-18
A reflection on the readings (see attached - written by the Ven. Glen Miller)

# 391 On Jordan’s Bank
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On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh;			
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings.

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the ways for God within;
prepare we in our hearts a home, where such a mighty guest may come.

For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away, like flowers that wither and decay.

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand;
shine forth, and let thy light restore earth’s own true loveliness once more.

All praise, eternal Son, to thee whose advent doth thy people free,
whom with the Father we adore and Holy Ghost for evermore.
Charles Coffin 1676-1749 , translated by John Chandler 1806-1876

Hear, O Israel
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.
This is the first and the great commandment, the second is like it:
Love your neighbour as you love yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.

Prayers (see litany below)
Our prayers have been requested for: Thelma, Joanne, Wendy, Vivian, Patricia, Spruce, the homeless 
and the efforts of supporting organizations who serve those disadvantaged people.
		 
The Collect for the day
Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, 
inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that when the 
Christ shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with confidence before his glory; who is alive 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

 #268 Lead us, Heavenly Father, Lead us
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Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;			
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, for we have not help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us; all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us, thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary, through the desert thou dist go.

Spirit of our God descending, fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending, pleasure that can never cloy;
thus provided, pardoned, guided, nothing can thy peace destroy. 
James Edmeston 1791-1867

Dismissal
Then may be said or sung,
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. People Thanks be to God!

Litany for Advent.
(In joyful expectation, let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, saying ‘Lord Jesus, come soon!’)

O Wisdom from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things to the ends of the earth: come 
and teach us how to live. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush and 
you gave the law on Sinai: come with outstretched arm and ransom us. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, all kings will keep silence before you and 
all peoples will summon you to their aid: come set us free and delay no more. 
Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none can shut; you shut and none 
can open; come and free the captives from prison. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of righteousness: come and enlighten 
all who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfill their desires: Cornerstone, you make opposing nations 
one: come and save the creatures you fashioned from clay. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save us, Lord our God. Lord Jesus, 
come soon! 
The text above is taken from the Book of Alternative Service published by the Anglican Church of Canada and used with 
permission. The words of the Hymns are all in public domain unless otherwise noted.

Announcement

Church Calendars are available in support of the ministries of the Anglican Church Women at Christ 
Church and the Chancel Guild at St. John’s. Due to the fact that fund-raising events have been 
cancelled this year and the costs of the calendars have risen over the years we are asking $10 for each 
Calendar.  Contact the Church office at 705-692-3344 to make arrangements for purchase.
