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Have you ever heard of a ‘pinky promise’? 
 Well the pinky promise, also known as the pinky swear, 

is the most sacred of promises. 
 
It is solemnised by “the entwining of the little fingers (“pinkies”) 
 Of two people to signify that a promise has been made.i 
 
The ‘pinky promise’ a means of ensuring trust in our household. 
 Knowing that their father is not always reliable 
  My daughters will sometimes  

make my promise binding in this way. 
 
Now I don’t know where this ritual came from.  
 (We didn’t have it when I was growing up in Saskatchewan.) 

But it doesn’t surprise me that it is a common practise 
 On school playgrounds. 

 
The reality is that in primary school  

Kids are learning about friendship. 
  They are learning about loyalty and trust. 
 
So have you made a ‘pinky swear’ recently? 
 When will you deliver on your promise? 
 
Has someone made a ‘pinky swear’ with you recently? 
 Are you waiting for that person to keep their word? 
 
Being on the receiving end of someone’s vow or promise 
 Can place you in a vulnerable position. 
  Because the promise is made, 
   You are already anticipating its fulfillment. 
 
‘He promised me apple pie for supper 
 And I can almost taste it!’ 

‘She promised to deal with the CRA’s 
reassessment of our taxes. 

  I am so relieved.’ 
 
Yes there is anticipation. 

But that anticipation makes you vulnerable. 
  They still need to deliver! 
 
The fulfillment of any promise 
 Is dependent on the person’s loyalty 
  As well as their capacity to keep their commitment. 
 
And people don’t always keep their promises. 
 Sometimes they just won’t. 
  Sometimes they can’t. 
 
And sometimes 

—and this can be just as difficult as a broken promise 
  --sometimes the fulfillment of a promise is delayed. 
 
 
We are left waiting. 
 Wondering if that person is willing. 
  Wondering if that person is capable. 
   Wondering if we can really trust their word. 
 
Today we are continuing our journey 
 Through the Narrative Lectionary. 
  Over the next few months 
   We will be looking at some of the best-know stories 
    Of the Old Testament. 
 
Last Sunday we heard about  
 Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 
  Today we are zipping past the first murder, 

The flood, and the Tower of Babel. 
 
Today we are looking at God’s promise to Abram. 

Of course this isn’t the first time that Abram  
Is encountered in our Bibles. 
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To get you up to speed 
 We need to go back to Genesis chapter 12. 
 
I will do this with the help of the Biblical commentator Daniel Debevoise. 
 
Back in Genesis chapter 12 we learn of God’s decision 

To make a new beginning with humanity,  
by starting a friendship with senior citizen:  

Abram son of Terah. 
 
The Lord speaks to Abram, then 75,  

And tells him to leave his country and his people, 
 To go to a land the Lord would show him. 

 
The Lord also promises him a whole basket of blessings: 
 A name and a nation. 
 
Abram believes, and leaves without asking any questions.  
 He takes his wife, his nephew Lot, 
  And together they set out for the land of Canaan 
   And settled there. 
 
But soon they are on the road once again. 

“Pushed out of the Negeb by famine,  
Abram [then] went down to Egypt.  

 
He prospered there and left Egypt  

rich in cattle, silver, and gold. 
 
Abram journeyed back to Bethel  

and gave Lot first choice of land to settle.  
 
Again God commanded and promised, telling Abram,  

"Walk through the land and I will give it to you."  
Abram responded obediently. 
 

Later, Abram rescued Lot,  
who had become a prisoner of war,  

and returning from victory,  
 

Abram gave Melchizedek,  
king of Salem and priest of God Most High,  

a tithe of all the men and goods he had captured… 
 
Abram seems bold, courageous, obedient, humble,  

and faithful in all he does. 
 
After these things, 

[and this is where we begin today’s story] 
God reiterates the wonderful promise: 

 
"Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield;  

your reward shall be very great."  
 
[But] This time Abram does not respond with silent obedience.  

This time Abram says, "I have a question.  
How can this be,  

since I do not have a child?"ii 
 
Just so it’s clear, when God called Abram. 
 Abram was responsive. 
  Abram did everything God asked. 
 
But now many years later, 
 Many years older, 
  Abram is still waiting for God 
   To do what God had promised. 
 
His faith in the Lord is fading; 
 His patience is wearing thin. 
 
Infertility is a big deal for anyone  
 Who longs to have their own children. 
 
Bible commentator, Katherine Schifferdecker, tell us that 

“in the ancient world, infertility was made worse by the fact  
that children were one’s insurance policy 

 for being cared for in old age.  
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“Honor your father and your mother” was aimed  

not at [Sunday School] students  
but at adult children of elderly parents  

who depended on them for life itself… 
 

[Further to this she notes that] Children in the ancient world  
were also the means by which one’s name lived on… 

 
For Abraham and Sarah, then,  

who had left behind everything familiar… 
the continued barrenness of their situation  

mocked their hope.”iii  
 
The Lord says to Abram: 

"Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield;  
your reward shall be very great."iv 

 
But this time Abram responds with a question, 
 And a lament. 
  He still has no offspring. 
   The only hope for his future 

Is that a slave born in his household, 
Eliezer, will be his heir.  

The Lord’s listens, and in response, restates the promise: 
 “This man shall not be your heir; 
  no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.”v 
 
God offers nothing new as evidence 
 But simply restates his promise. 
  Then he leads Abram outside of his tent 
   And ask Abram to look up at the night sky. 
 
“Look towards heaven and count the starts, 
 if you are able to count them… 
  so shall your descendants be.”vi 
 
“Look towards heaven and count the starts… 
 so shall your descendants be.”vii 
 
PAUSE 

 
Imagine with me a time you have spent 
 Staring up into the heavens. 
  Some cloudless night outside the city, 
   Where the stars lit up the sky. 
 
PAUSE 
 
Schifferdecker notes that: “Outside,  

under the glory of the endless night sky,  
Abraham is able to believe  

what seemed impossible in the close confines of his tent.  
 
 
The God who created the heavens  

and scattered the stars in radiance across the sky 
is the same God who promises him  

that he will have a son and, indeed,  
descendants to rival the number of the stars.”viii 

 
Abram just wanted a son, a single descendent, 
 And he wasn’t sure that was going to happen. 
  But in this sacrament of staring heavenwards 
   Abram realises that the Lord who called him 
    Can really be trusted. 
 
Now the same Lord who calls Abram 
 Has called us into varying but equally interesting situations. 
  And the same Lord who made that ‘pinky swear’ to Abram 
   Offers us numerous promises in Christ. 
 
To those who are missing loved ones Jesus promises: 
 “Blessed are those who mourn,  

for they will be comforted.”ix  
 
To those who are looking for a new beginning 
 The Bible guarantees: “If we confess our sins,  

he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”x  
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To those who need guidance and direction 
 There is the assurance: 
 
 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

and do not rely on your own insight.  
In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths.”x i 
 
To those feeling that each day 

is a dull and monotonous grind Jesus pledges: 
  “I came that they may have life,  

and have it abundantly.”x ii 
 
PAUSE 
 
Each day some of us are waking up 
 Hoping that today will be the day, 
  That God will answer these promises. 
 
Some of us have been left waiting for these promises 
 A very long time. 
 
Like Abram we are wondering: 
 ‘Is this promise certain?’ 
  We are questioning God’s intentions 
   And maybe even God’s power. 
 
Well maybe today is NOT the day 
 NOT the day that God will fulfill these promises. 
 
But maybe today IS the day 
 IS the day that God will reveal something of his glory 
  So that we can live with confidence 
   That God WILL accomplish all these good things. 
 
This is my travelling communion set. 
 From time to time I take it on my visits to shut-ins. 
 

i “Pinky swear” Wikipedia 

 
Most of these shut-ins are aged. 
 And in their twilight years 
  Some are taking account of their lives 
   And what they will be leaving behind. 
 
Many of them, I’m sure, 
 Are wondering about God’s presence 
  In the middle of their own suffering and loss. 
 
So what do you do, 
 What do you say 
  To people in this sort of situation? 
 
We say some prayers, we read some Scriptures, 
 And then we share a tiny taste of wine 
  And eat a small piece of a cracker. 
 
And we re-enact the story 
 Of God’s gift of Jesus: 
  A body that was broken for humanity 
   A life that was resurrected for the world, 
 
Sometimes it’s like walking out of a dark tent 
 And staring up into the heavens. 
 
It’s not that all the promises we hoped in 
 Are somehow suddenly answered. 
  But, in that act, that sacrament, 
   We are given new hope and confidence. 
  
We are able to trust that God will make good. 
 
May God remind us today 
 That the promise-maker is also a promise-keeper. 
 
Amen. 
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