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Annual Report to the Western IA Synod Assembly 
Spring 2019 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Thank you for your partnership!  Your prayers, gifts, attendance 
and encouragement make it possible for great things to happen in camper lives at Bible Camp!  
Thank you! 
 
It is amazing to watch God renewing and refreshing children of all ages though Bible Camp as they 
step away from their busy lives to intentionally, or sometimes accidentally, come to a place with 
fewer demands on their life, a place where they can hear afresh the voice of the One who loved 
them first, the One who loves them the most, and the One who will love them for eternity. 
 
God brings refreshment to campers through every aspect of camp including games, worship, Bible 
studies, fellowship, prayer, swimming, boating on the lake, campfires, crafts, talent shows, songs, 
s’mores, skits and the mime.  Times with pastors, youth directors, friends and camp counselors all 
provide voices of encouragement to campers in all kinds of life situations. 
 
Friends of the camp have provided new opportunities for ministry.  Campers enjoy praising the 
Lord while protected from the weather in the new chapel at Ingham Lake Bible Camp.  Even louder 
shouts of praise sometimes come from the new TurboChute waterslide at Ingham Lake and the 
Thunderdome on West Lake Okoboji.  We praise God and learn both inside and outside at Bible 
Camp. 
 
Our summer 2019 Theme will be, “PRESS ON!” based on 
Philippians 3:13-14.  Pray with us for God to keep blessing 
youth campers, family campers and adults through these 
camps in the summer and throughout all the seasons.  We 
are well on our way to having our 70 summer staff, 
including a growing number from across the globe which is 
a great witness to the power of God at work around the 
world. 
 
Your partnership in Lutheran Outdoor Ministries at Ingham Okoboji changes lives!  We thank you!   
We join you in proclaiming the grace, salvation and faithfulness of our loving God!  Come and join 
us whenever you can at one of these two beautiful camps!  May God bless you, and may God 
continue to bless our work together! 
 

For the many who are blessed, 
 
Rodney Quanbeck Dan Antoine  Kristin Rienhardt Jim Sunde  Sara Heutinck 
Executive Director Director of Programs Day Camp Director Ingham Director Registrar  
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“Rooted in Christ, Lakeside is a place of belonging where all people can 
find joy and purpose in God’s creation” 

2018 Review  
Lutheran Lakeside welcomed over 300 youth campers, 100 adult volunteers, over 60 
congregations, and dozens of guests to camp this summer. Offsite Lakeside provided camping 
ministry to hundreds more. The off season was a chance to build relationships and connect 
within our local community as well as congregations.  We welcomed over 400 Spirit Lake 
students for field trips, 7 retreats through the synod and other churches, multiple weddings, 
and family gatherings.  We’ve enjoyed running youth programs for multiple churches nearby, 
visiting numerous congregations, and partnering with synod and statewide ministries.  

2018 had lots of changes.  Property made several improvements. Our craft cabin has been 
moved to center camp, many trees have been removed, landscaping completed, new benches 
built, new picnic tables installed, completely new electrical through out camp, the Lodge has 
been completely remodeled, and many other wonderful additions to our spaces to make sure 
campers and guests have the best week ever. We are looking forward to upgrading our rustic 
cabins this summer to improve bathrooms, screens, electrical, lighting, and beds. We have seen 
lots of transition in personnel as we welcomed the new Executive Director Brittney Swanson in 
May and now a new Program Director Paige McGrath. Both of whom are Lakeside alumn and 
very passionate about outdoor ministry. The board reconstructed the mission statement to be: 
Rooted in Christ, Lakeside is a place of belonging where all people can find joy and purpose in 
God’s creation.  This mission drives all of our decisions and actions moving forward. We want to 
make sure every camper, pastor, guest, visitor, parent, and staff know they belong here and 
find joy and purpose in their lives.  

A major focus for Lakeside is to be an extension of ministry and utilize our resources to make 
congregations stronger while building leaders in the church. We’ve made it possible for a Pastor 
or youth leader to attend camp with confirmation students, elementary students, and/or 
adults. This gives the whole congregation a chance to grow in faith and make personal 
connections.  

We are excited for the future of Lakeside. We have started offering off season programing and 
customizable youth retreats.  We are being intentional about visiting churches and listening to 
what our ministry partners need from us. We want to offer everyone a place of belonging 
where they can experience God in a unique and personal way. We are making this possible year 
round in a variety of ways. To find out how Lakeside can benefit your ministry or you personally 
visit our website or call the office and ask for Brittney.   

 

Peace and blessings on your day from all of the Lakeside staff 
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Dear Friends, 
Warm greetings on behalf of our faculty, staff, students, and alumni! Here are some highlights of recent additions or 
enhancements to the campus: 

Grand View Receives Nearly $1 Million to Establish The Moses Project 
Grand View University received a grant of $996,038 to help establish The Moses Project. The mission of the project is to 
give rural pastors a vision of ministry that will help them thrive in congregational leadership and, in turn, enhance the 
vitality of the congregations they serve. This program is designed to help them build relationships with and learn from 
experienced clergy who will guide them in their early ministerial career. More information is available 
at www.grandview.edu/the-moses-project. 
  
Grand View Choir to Tour & Perform Home Concert 
The Grand View University Choir will travel on an eleven-day 2019 Spring Tour through Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, 
Idaho, Oregon, Washington, and Montana. Wherever they sing, they have been praised for their excellence in musicality, 
blend, programming, and attention to detail. 
  
Grand View Alumnus Named to Iowa Supreme Court 
Grand View alumnus and appeals court judge Christopher McDonald will become the first person of color to ever serve 
on the Iowa Supreme Court. "I know that as the first minority or person of color appointed to the Supreme Court, people 
will have special expectations for me in terms of leadership and mentorship and I understand that. I appreciate that," said 
McDonald. “I embrace those expectations and I’ll certainly do my best to meet and exceed them." 

Grand View to Begin Women’s Wrestling this Fall 
Grand View University is proud to announce the addition of a women's wrestling program beginning in the fall of 2019. 
Grand View Director of Athletics, Troy Plummer, is excited: “Due to the increased interest and participation in the sport 
of women's wrestling locally and in the NAIA, along with the success of our men's program, we believe this is the best fit 
for Grand View as the 26th varsity program.” Angelo Crinzi is the first Head Women’s Wrestling Coach.  

NEXUS Community of Young Adult Leaders 
Grand View received a generous grant from the Lilly Endowment to launch a Youth Theology Institute for the purpose of 
cultivating youth who will be theological leaders of the church. The Institute immerses high school students in Christian 
community, learning under Grand View’s theology faculty, being exposed to the vocation of ministry, and putting into 
practice their calling. More information is available at: www.nexusgv.org 
   
Grand View Wrestling Wins Eighth-Consecutive National Title 
The Grand View wrestling program won an unprecedented eighth-straight team national title. With the win, the title is the 
second-longest consecutive championship streak for any wrestling program at any level. Grand View finished with a total 
of 12 all-Americans and two individual national champions. 
  
Campus Ministry at Grand View 
Campus ministry continues to grow and serve our students in many ways. Chapel is held once a week with different guest 
speakers often featured; there are also multiple Bible study groups, prayer groups, and evening worship offerings. The 
Viking House on campus is open during the day for students to hang out, eat, study, or relax. 
  
God’s Peace and Joy, 
Kent Henning, President 

 
The Grand View University Campus Community 
1200 Grandview Avenue / Des Moines, IA 50316 

1-800-444-6083 / www.grandview.edu  
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Dear Friends in Christ,  

Proverbs 29:18 from Eugene Peterson’s The Message reads, “If people can’t see what God is doing, they 
stumble all over themselves; but when they attend to what God reveals, they are most blessed.” People 
like to have a vision of where God is leading and guiding them. Every congregation needs a clear vision 
of how God is using its gifts in itsparticular location to care for the community.   

The same is true for Carthage College. On Feb. 20, President John Swallow shared his vision for 
Carthage in the years to come.  He gave us four phrases to help guide our work: Communicate boldly. 
Educate expansively. Integrate regionally. Excel responsively. 

Communicate boldly. 
We want people to know about Carthage and what it has to offer. We also want people to know that 
Carthage is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Our connection with the ELCA 
roots us in the work of helping every student who comes to Carthage to find their vocation. We also want 
people to know that, if they come to Carthage, we will help them discover more about who they are, the 
gifts they have, and how they can make a difference in the world.     

Educate expansively. 
As we all know, the world is changing rapidly. Technology is pushing all of us to learn new skills not 
only for our work, but for basic living in the 21st century. Carthage is creating — and will continue to 
create — new programs that help both traditional undergraduate students and adult students who need to 
update their skill set.    

Integrate regionally. 
Carthage wants to be involved in providing the people that this region — and the world — will need to 
thrive. Working together with businesses, nonprofits, churches, and other local organizations, Carthage 
students, faculty, and staff can make a difference in the Kenosha/Racine communities and beyond.   

Excel responsively.  
We want do to all these things well, and it will mean training faculty and staff to help our students 
achieve their goals. We will keep our eyes on the future and be nimble with our responses to what is 
needed.    

This is an exciting time at Carthage, as we look for new ways to tell the world about the hidden gem in 
southeastern Wisconsin — a college where students are educated to think deeply about the gifts they have 
to offer the world and are given the skills to take those first steps out into the lives they are called to lead. 
  

In Christ, 

Pastor Kara Baylor – Director of the Center for Faith and Spirituality 
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at Iowa State University 
 

Greetings from Lutheran Campus Ministry at Iowa State University!  Every year I write a report that outlines what our 
ministry has looked like over the past 12 months. When I was preparing the report for this year, I wanted to tell you all 
about how faithful, creative, loving students we have at University Lutheran Center. One way to relay this is let the 
students themselves speak about what campus ministry has meant to them.  Here is what three different students wrote: 

 

Hi! My name is Tyler. I am a current senior at Iowa State University studying Chemical 
Engineering. While at ISU I have been actively involved in Lutheran Campus Ministry. My 
involvement began freshman year when I was looking for a Lutheran church and community to 
become a part of. After graduating, I will be attending medical school to become a physician. 
During my time at Iowa State, Lutheran Campus Ministry has meant a lot to me. LCM provided me 
an amazing place to study that allowed me to excel in my courses. Additionally, it gave me a 
community to build friendships. The people I met through LCM made college a fun and enjoyable 
journey, and I look forward to continuing these friendships after I graduate. Lastly, LCM helped 
strengthen my relationship with Christ. College can be a stressful experience, and through the 
countless Sunday services, Holden Evening prayers, and other church events, I feel that I have a 
better sense of my spirituality which enabled me to make the best of the college experience.  

 

My name is Jessie Laughridge and I am a fifth year Architecture student who goes to Lord of 
Life Lutheran Church and ULC. I have been going here since I was a sophomore, and before 
then, I tried many churches in the Ames area and always ended up feeling excluded for various 
beliefs I held about the world. I have loved how the programs done at the ULC through book 
clubs, sermons, evening prayer, and mission trips reflect the values of the church. The 
orientation of events and points of discussion being social justice makes for an inclusive 
community within the ULC, as well as welcoming friends into the center. Additionally, having 
the opportunity to join in fellowship and raise money for the people of St. Joseph's Family of 
Haiti was a life changing experience, and one that exposed me to other cultures of Christianity 
and instilled the value of mutual exchange between groups. My years at Iowa State would have 
been much different and not as fulfilling had I not been welcomed with open arms at the ULC. I 
am so grateful to be able to share ideas and love with a supportive community. 

 

My name is Grace Davidson and I am a Junior studying Animal Science. I am lucky to live in the 
apartment in the church and be its host. Being a host at the University Lutheran Center is 
something I’ve come to really love. I am a mother-hen at heart so I don’t mind cleaning up and 
keeping it at tip top shape. It’s not every college students dream to live in a church but I have 
enjoyed my stay while at the ULC. There are so many benefits while living here, from having a 
built in family to having opportunities to better serve the Lord. My favorite thing about living at 
the ULC is no matter the day there is usually someone around to talk to. It also always a hoot to 
see people’s faces when I tell them where I live. I wouldn’t change where I lived during my time 
here at Iowa State University because I have made friends, learned life lessons, and come closer 
with my religion.  

 

Thank you to all of you, the people of our Iowa Synods, for helping us make a place where people like Tyler, Jessie, and 
Grace can grow in faith, expand their minds, and engage in service!  

Pastor Jen Andreas, Campus Pastor  
 


