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If you are just walking in - or tuning in - this weekend you are joining us on the final 
week of our Big Picture Series.  Over the last 8 weeks we’ve been taking a fresh look at 
the values statement that our church drew up a couple years back in order to keep it in 
the front of our minds so that we actually do it instead of letting it get dusty on a back 
shelf somewhere. 
 
And so our values statement is made up of one over arching value with five subpoints.  
And together these statements describe where we pour our energy and passion and 
resources as a church.  So the overarching statement reads: At Lighthouse/Fort George 
seek to bring glory to God by being conformed to the image of Christ. 
 
This means everything we do here has to arrive at this goal.  If we hand out blankets or 
hotdogs to street people or go for a Coldest Night of the Year walk, it’s because we 
want to bring glory to God by looking like Jesus.  If we get a group of people together to 
study scripture and encourage each other it’s because we want to bring glory to God by 
looking like Jesus.  And if we partner with Ness Lake to get kids to camp it’s because 
we want to bring glory to God by being conformed to the image of Christ.  That’s what 
we want to do. 
 
And so during this series we’ve been reminding ourselves of this and digging into 
scripture in order to spur each other on so this actually happens here. 
… 
Now the two big thoughts that have guided us during this discussion have been – Jesus’ 
Great Commission and His Great Commandment; two texts that succinctly encapsulate 
what being a Jesus follower is all about.   
 
Here are a couple big points we’ve covered.  So first, we looked at the command to love 
God and love our neighbours as ourselves and we said loving God means ordering our 
loves because God wants to be God in our lives.  He’s not interested in being tacked on 
to our lives or fit into our schedule.  He wants to be our life.  That’s a big ask. 
 
And out of that loving ourselves means not giving ourselves to what we love – because 
broken people love all sorts of things that aren’t good for us.  Instead it means loving 
God first because God is what is best for us.  He is the only passion we can give 
ourselves to that won’t disappoint.   
… 
Then we switched gears to look at Jesus’ Great commission – “All authority in heaven 
and on earth belongs to Me.  Therefore, go and make disciples.”   
 
And that’s a big claim of authority.  Actually, if you consider what this means – and if it’s 
true – then it changes everything. 
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Like the God of the Bible is huge and ferocious.  A lot of people today say stuff like “I 
can’t believe a good God would let my loved one get cancer.  I’m not going to worship a 
God like that.” 
 
But, really?  Like miniscule, little lives-for-80-or-90-years you has a problem with what 
the God of the universe chooses to do?  What gives you that authority?  God’s not 
looking for advice for how to run this place. 
 
It’s just like I don’t look to my 5-year-old for investment advice.  “Hey Dad, I think you 
should liquidate some paper assets to buy another rental property.”  He’s not going to 
say that.  He’s going to say: “Here’s all my money lets go buy gumballs.”  He’s not 
capable of giving me good advice. 
 
And it’s the same with us.  We simply don’t have the ability to comprehend what God is 
up to, and that’s good.  I mean if you could understand God then He’d be pretty little.  
So it’s good God’s got all the authority, and He gets to give out all the commission. 
 
And the commission He gives is “go make disciples.”  He also tells us “trust Me in this.  
I’m good.  I know some of the stuff I do doesn’t make any sense to you – and I make no 
promises to explain.  But I want you to know that I built this place so that everything is 
working out for your good and My glory – these two things go together.  So go make 
disciples. 
 
And that’s where we are going to spend our time today as we wrap this series up – 
looking at the mission God has called His church to fulfill. 
 
And here’s the big point today: friends, the church doesn’t have a mission.  God’s 
mission has a church.  The mission of God is what makes us who we are. 
… 
So go ahead and turn around to the people you were facing when you came in.  We’ve 
got three questions on the screen, and you’ve got 3 minutes to discuss them.  Go. 

1.) What is your name? 
2.) Why do you think people find it hard to trust that God is good? 
3.) Can you opt out of God’s mission and still be in His church?  Why or why not? 

 
Alright, turn with me to Matthew 28.  We are going to pick it up in verse 16.  Would you 
stand with me for the reading of God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Matthew 28:16-20] 
 
So we have the 11 disciples standing in front of Jesus worshipping, and some doubting.  
I’ve said this every time we’ve touched this.  Amazingly Jesus isn’t offended by their 
doubt.  Instead He moves towards them with His presence and with a truth claim and a 
commission – I’ve got all the authority, so go make disciples. 
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We are going to focus on the make disciples part today, but let me just say again that it 
wasn’t an easy thing that Jesus asked His disciples to get their heads around.  These 
men are Jews who live in Rome.  And that means they know stories about gods like 
Hercules coming down to earth.  But they don’t believe them.  They know there is only 
one God who made heaven and earth. 
 
And now Jesus is saying “I am that God – all authority in heaven and earth belongs to 
Me.”  Imagine standing in front of a person who said something like that.  Would you be 
a bit skeptical?   
 
So Jesus did some awesome stuff: water into wine, feed the 5000, heal the sick.  But 
lots of people have done amazing stuff.  So David Blain is a magician and internet 
sensation right now.  I’ve watched him walk on water and turn water into wine along with 
great stuff like stick people’s cell phones inside beer bottles and tattoo his name on their 
ankles without them noticing.  He’s awesome. 
 
And so even as amazing as Jesus was, the claim to divinity is a hard one to swallow.  
And in the moment this text captures these men are wrestling with that. 
… 
Now if I was Jesus I’d be worried about that.  But Jesus wasn’t thrown off by the 
skepticism of His disciples.  He knew it was going to take them time to process Him.  
And so He moves towards them in their doubt with this commission – go make 
disciples. 
 
Here’s what this means: Jesus knew His disciples would talk about Him after He was 
gone.  And in these discussions they would do the math.  And their doubt would turn to 
faith so strong that all 11 of them would either die brutal deaths or be banished to 
prison.  And yet all of them would refuse to deny that He was God.   
 
And what made Jesus so sure of this?  It was the resurrection.  It was moments like this 
one, as the disciples reflected on it afterward, that would convince them Jesus really did 
have all the authority in the universe.  
 
I mean imagine you saw someone who had somehow survived crucifixion and burial.  
What would they look like?  So secular history affirms that Jesus was a real person, and 
that He was crucified.  But they don’t know what to do with the resurrection – they know 
something happened, they just don’t know what.  And so one of the big theories they’ve 
got to explain it all is something called “the swoon theory.”   
 
The idea is that against all the odds Jesus survived His crucifixion.  So blood loss from 
the heavy beating He received before hand.  The nails through his hands and feet that 
ripped open every time He strained against them to take a breath.  The spear in His 
side that pierced His lungs and the sac around His heart.  And then instead of medical 
intervention He got stuck in a tomb for 3 days.  But He survived.  That’s the theory. 
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Just let yourself go there for a second.  Imagine what someone like this would look like?  
Would they be walking around?  Would they be standing up?  No!  That’s not how 
things like this work.  They’d look like they needed to be in the ICU.  They’d look like 
death.  Friends, people in the first century weren’t too neanderthal to understand this.  
Everyone knows what someone who is just barely alive looks like. 
 
But Jesus spent 40 days, after the crucifixion but before this text, with His disciples and 
with hundreds of other people – that’s the historical witness.  And as they talked about 
Him their assessment was “this guy didn’t survive crucifixion, He was resurrected.”  And 
they went to brutal deaths refusing to deny this conviction.  That doesn’t sound like 
something made up. 
 
And Jesus is so confident they will come to this that instead of trying one last time to 
prove Himself He commissions “Go make disciples.”  That’s amazing! 
… 
Now three quick things about this commission as we wrap this series up. 
 
First, what Jesus gives His disciples here is of absolute importance.  So there are 
different levels of importance to the stuff we do at church.  Like it’s important for us to be 
in community with each other.  This is why COVID is so hard. 
 
You see the New Testament is written on the premise that we will follow Jesus together.  
The idea that you can follow Jesus without being part of a believing community can’t be 
found in the Bible.  So at church we put money and energy into fostering community 
because it’s important – but it’s not the most important thing.  
 
And churches spend a lot of money hiring people like Spencer and I who go to school 
and learn about Greek and the first century context so we can teach people what the 
Bible says.  And the church does this because it recognizes that it’s really important for 
Jesus followers to have an accurate understanding of what Jesus wants us to do.  It’s 
important, but it’s not the most important thing. 
 
What Jesus gives here in this text supersedes all of this.  And that’s because the church 
doesn’t have a mission, Jesus’ mission has a church.  The mission is primary.  And this 
is where Jesus goes in this text. 
… 
So right now Elon Musk - he’s the billionaire in charge of Tesla and Space-X.  And his 
big plan is to create a human civilization on Mars.  That’s a big ambition.  And he has 
said that the first people to go there will be on a one way trip.  They will build a 
settlement and not come back.   
 
So imagine for a second that you were an astronaut and were selected to be part of that 
mission.  It would be a life dream of yours to be part of something like this.  But there 
would also be some massive sacrifice.  There would be people you would never see 
again.  So imagine your last words to these people.  What would you say?   
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You would say the most important things.  And that’s what Jesus does here.  And He 
doesn’t say go make a church.  Instead He says go on mission together.  That’s not an 
accident.  Friends, the church doesn’t have a mission.  Jesus’ mission has a church.   
 
You see the thing that binds Jesus followers together is not that we drink coffee after 
the service, it’s that we are on Jesus’ mission together.  That means the mission isn’t 
optional, it’s the central thing.  And Jesus’ mission was drawing people to the glory of 
God.  And the glory of God is that He died to save sinners who don’t deserve it so that 
we could live the life He created us to live in the first place – an abundant life with our 
Creator.  That’s the good news.  That’s the gospel.  And it’s into this that He invites us, 
and this is the message He commands us to take with us saying: 

Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the 

commands I have given you.  (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
Join Me in bringing God glory by drawing the people around you to the glory of God.  
This is what My life was about, now you get to make your life about this too.  And Jesus 
says it all starts with getting baptized.  And here’s why: Baptism is a public declaration 
that we are following Jesus into death and resurrection.  We are doing what Jesus did. 
 
So when we go down into the water it is a picture of dying to our old ways of life.  We 
die to all the things we used to do because we thought they were going to bring us joy.  
And we do this in order to rise again – pictured by coming up out of the water – to the 
new life that Jesus promises.  So Jesus says “When you live your life My way you are 
going to find the joy and happiness you’ve been searching for all along.  All the old 
places you went looking for life left you empty, but now you will find real joy. 
 
So you got married because you thought someone was going to bring you joy.  But they 
didn’t.  You got a job because you thought accomplishing something would give you 
meaning, but it left you wanting.  You gave yourself to fun hobbies because you thought 
they would make you happy, but they left you empty.  That’s the human story.  And 
Jesus’ response is “It’s because only I am big enough to be God in your life.”  And as 
we get baptized we affirm to everyone who is watching “I’ve seen this to be true.” 
… 
So Jesus says “Go baptize disciples.”  And then second, He clarifies, disciples not 
converts.  So He says: “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 
 
Get what Jesus is saying here.  He doesn’t say “teaching them everything I’ve 
commanded you.”  That would be really hard because He gave a lot of commands – 
over 500.  But what He says is “teaching them to obey everything I’ve commanded you” 
– and that’s a totally different level. 
 
You see the call isn’t to get people to learn stuff Jesus said, the call is to get people to 
do what Jesus said.  And what Jesus said was: make your life about bringing glory to 
God and do this by doing what I did. 
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And then Jesus demonstrated and commanded stuff like: “Take up your cross and 
follow Me.  Count it joy when you are persecuted because of Me.  Don’t care what 
people think, care what God thinks – people can hurt your body, God can do more than 
that.  Always pray and don’t lose heart.  Don’t be anxious about anything.  Be the 
servant of everyone.  Forgive people when they wrong you.  Be more righteous than the 
Pharisees.  Love your enemies.  Store up treasure in heaven not on earth.  Die to the 
things you used to love so you can love Me first.” 
 
Jesus’ mission to draw people to God’s glory was all encompassing for Him and He 
calls us to the same mission.  And if this is where it ended that would be impossible 
because how are sinners like us supposed to look like Jesus let alone make other 
people look like Jesus?  But there is one more thing here that makes the impossible 
possible.  Jesus ends with these words 

And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 

28:20) 

 
Friends, Jesus isn’t looking over His shoulder as He leaves saying: “While I’m gone do 
your best.”  He says “I’m coming with you.  In fact in other places He says “I’m going to 
put My Spirit inside you and do My work through you.  I’m going to do it!” 
 
You see we aren’t called to know stuff we’re called to be born again.  Jesus calls 
everyone who labours and is heavy laden to come to Him, the fountain of living water.  
He calls us to repent of relying on ourselves to bring us joy and instead trust the One 
who made us to bring us joy.   
 
And here’s why this is awesome.  When we give ourselves to Jesus’ mission we find out 
that He is actually the One who is actually doing it.  He is the one who brings the people 
to life.  It’s not our job to save people – Jesus saves people.  But when we join His 
mission He lets us in on what He’s doing.  And this is where abundant life resides. 
 
So we’ve all got a deep desire to do something that counts, but it evades most of us.  
We end up building sandcastles for a living and then finding out that we’ve wasted our 
lives because they all get washed away.  We give ourselves to stuff that doesn’t last.  
Bank accounts.  Legacies.  Even relationships. 
 
But Jesus’ mission is different.  In fact it is the only thing on earth that is different.  With 
Jesus’ mission He lets us in on the kingdom He is building that is going to last forever.  
And so when we give ourselves to His mission – to pointing people in our 
neighbourhoods and city and world to the glory of God like Jesus did – then we are 
doing the one thing that counts and we find the joy and meaning that we’ve been 
seeking all along. 
 
And of course that’s the way He built this place to work.  When we make Him God in our 
life we find what we’ve been looking for.  His glory is our good.  That’s how it works, 
that’s the mission that has a church.  And friends, this is why at Fort George/Lighthouse 
we seek to bring glory to God by being conformed to the image of Christ.   


