Space for God God Revealed

PREPARATION

“l, the Lord, have called you to demonstrate my righteousness. | will take you
by the hand and guard you, and | will give you to my people, Israel, as a sym-
bol of my covenant with them.

And you will be a light to guide the nations. Isaiah 42:6

CONFESSION

He will keep you safe. But to Israel and Judah he will be a stone that makes
people stumble, a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem
he will be a trap and a snare.

Many will stumble and fall, never to rise again. They will be snared and
captured. Isaiah 8:14-15

ADORATION & GRATITUDE

For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light
shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face
of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6

MEDITATION & CONTEMPLATION=-Luke 2:22-40

Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of Moses
after the birth of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord. The law of the Lord says, “If a woman's first child is a boy, he must
be dedicated to the Lord.” So they offered the sacrifice required in the law of
the Lord—"either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous
and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Is-
rael. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not
die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That day the Spirit led him to the
Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the
Lord as the law required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and
praised God, saying,

“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. |
have seen your salvation, which you

have prepared for all people. Heisa ||y soLiITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY

light to reveal God to the nations, and | g 4 Slowly, several times.

he is the glory of your people Israel!” | gofoct What does the text say?
Jesus’ parents were amazed at what | Respond  How does it relate to my life?
was being said about him. Then Rest | welcome God'’s healing and renewal.

Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is
destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been
sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very
soul.”

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of
Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died
when they had been married only seven years. Then she lived as a widow to
the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and
night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along just as Simeon
was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked
about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to
rescue Jerusalem.

When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord,
they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. There the child grew up healthy
and strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God's favor was on him.

ANCHORING PRAYER [ have seen Your Salvation.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

Where have | seen God lately?
What “deep thoughts” of my heart are revealed by God?

WISDOM
Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t
believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don't

understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of
God. 2 Corinthians 4:4

TESTIMONY What is God saying to me/us?
INTERCESSION  Prayers for the Church, others, and me.

BENEDICTION

Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith:

Christ was revealed in a human body and vindicated by the Spirit.
He was seen by angels and announced to the nations. He was be-
lieved in throughout the world and
taken to heaven in glory.

-Amen-

1 Timothy 3:16

SPACE FOR GOD DAILY

Be still and quiet before God.

Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and

Speak and act from a listening heart.
Actively serve in community with others.
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