
1 
 
Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
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Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
“In the great green room 
 there was a telephone 
  and a red balloon 
   And a picture of— 
 
The cow jumping over the moon.”i 
 
Many of you know these opening words 
 To the highly acclaimed bedtime story Goodnight Moon. 
 
First published in 1947  

Goodnight Moon has entertained generations of children 
  And parents alike. 
 
I will forever remember my daughters Isobel and Katie 
 Pointing to the various objects— 
  The bears and chairs— 
   That the bunny says ‘goodnight’ to. 
 
I will forever remember them 

Finding and pointing to the tiny mouse 
  That is ‘hidden’ in every scene. 
 
Bedtime stories have played an important role  
 In our household 
  A role that goes beyond entertainment  
   Or the development of literacy. 
They have provided an important ritual. 
 They close each day 

with some necessary bonding 
 between us and our kids. 

 

Life is full of important rituals. 
 We have rituals around how we begin the day 
  And how we end the day. 
 
We have rituals for greeting strangers 
 or for welcoming friends. 
 
We have rituals for celebrating momentous occasions: 
 Birthdays, weddings, and funerals. 
 
These rituals hold great power in our lives. 

They accomplish more than we realise. 
 
Today we continue our journey through the Narrative Lectionary. 
 
In recent weeks we have encountered Abram, 
 A childless man who was called and chosen by God 
  And given the promise of becoming a great nation. 
 
His family did grow, over the generations. 
 And by God’s sovereign plan, the ascent of Joseph in Egypt, 

That family was preserved during a time of famine. 
 

But while the people may have grown, 
 They still remained landless. 
  And when Joseph is forgotten  
   Their host nation take them as slaves. 
 
But God hears their cries 
 And enacts a plan to rescue God’s people. 
  Which is where we begin today: 
   The story of the Passover. 
  
The Passover, as one commentator notes: 
 “is the major feast in the Jewish religion.  
 
Its beginnings are linked to God's "passing over"… 

the households of Israel…  
that were marked with the blood of a lamb… 
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Without this sign, "every firstborn in the land of Egypt,  

both human beings and animals"…  
would be struck down by God… 
 

[This] was a prelude to the exodus  
through which the people were led out of their servitude in Egypt  

and began their journey to the promised land of Canaan.”ii 
 
Today we have heard the story of the Passover, 
 Or maybe more accurately 
  The story of the liturgy, the ritual 
   Which accompanied the first Passover. 
 
Today’s readings serve to book-end the actual event. 
This is rather curious. 

We might expect a liberated people 
  To come up with a tradition  

to remember their rescue. 
 
And yet in today’s readings 
 We hear how the ritual is provided  

Prior to their liberation 
   And then reinforced after it.iii  
 
It is through the rituals 

That the people become active participants 
  In God’s saving act! 
   
Just consider the directions they are given. 
 They are told to find an unblemished lamb. 
  To slaughter it, to eat it, 
   And to use its blood to paint their doorframes. 
 
From that evening 
 And throughout the week that follows 
  The only bread they are to eat 
   is bread that is made without yeast.iv 
 
Now this ritual had practical purposes in the immediate context. 
 

The blood would be the means to avert destruction: 
 “When I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
  and no plague shall destroy you…”v 
  
  
The unleavened bread would sustain them 
 As they took to the road 
  And made their escape from Egypt. 
 
But that ritual, as it developed, 

Also provided significance 
for the generations that followed. 

 
When the ritual is given 
 The people are told they will use it in Canaan, 
  The Promised Land, 
   to speak first-hand of God’s salvation 
    To their children: 
 
“You shall tell your child on that day,  

“It is because of what the Lord did for me  
when I came out of Egypt.””vi 

 
In reality the generation who are given the ritual 

never make it into the land of promise.vii 
 
But their descendants will make it. 
 And they will speak of God’s salvation 
  As if they have experienced it first-hand. 
 
Indeed they will have experienced it 
 In the celebration of the Passover. 
 
Bible commentator, Terence Fretheim, notes that  

“the concrete and replicative nature  
of each of the rituals  
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indicates that they are vehicle in and through which  

God effects salvation for each new generation…  
The direct involvement of children in each ritual  

incorporates new generations into this saving reality...”viii  
 
All to say that the repetition of this ritual 
 Isn’t simply an act of remembering, 
  But a way that God’s saving character 
   is re-experienced by each successive generation. 
 
Some of us have participated in a Passover meal, a Seder supper. 
 
Many more of us have shared in a meal 
 Which is rooted in this ritual: 
  The Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, Holy Communion. 
 
One commentator notes that 
 “The Passover provides an essential background  

for the New Testament presentation  
of the death of Jesus  

 
and for understanding the meal  

Jesus shared with his disciples… 
before he died.  

 
In the Synoptic Gospels,  

Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples is a Passover meal.  
 
In John, the Last Supper, together with Jesus' arrest, trial, and crucifixion,  

occurs on the Day of Preparation;  
Jesus dies as lambs for Passover are slaughtered.”ix  
 

So are you starting to make the connections? 
 If not then consider the words 
  That Jesus shares as he presides 
   Over that Passover meal. 
 
When he shares the unleavened bread he says: 
 “This is my body that is for you...” 
 

And when he passes around the cup  
 He says about the it: 
  “This is my blood of the covenant,  

which is poured out for many.”x  
 
Jesus is the Passover lamb! 
 
As followers of Jesus we participate in this ritual 
 As a way to honor Jesus’ memory. 
 
But as even as we do remember, 
 And take some bread and grape juice, 
  We who have become followers of Jesus centuries later  

are brought into communion with him 
and experience his redemption, his liberation,  

and his healing. 
 

We receive the grace we need 
To be the people we are called to be. 

 
Monica Coleman,  

Associate Professor of Constructive Theology  
and African American Religions 

at Claremont School of Theology, 
says this about our communion ritual: 

 
“Once a month, I gather with community -- 

some are friends; some I barely know. 
 
We tell stories of how God brought us out 

of difficult times and into freedom. 
This is bread for our journey together. 

 
We sit at the table with people who have hurt us. 

We trust that God will give us the grace 
we need to be more than we are. 

We drink in these promises of God. 
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Once a month, I gather in community 

to learn friendship, fellowship and forgiveness 
from what Jesus did 

i Margaret Wise Brown Goodnight Moon 
ii Donald K. Mckim “Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10), 11-14, Theological Perspective” Feasting 
on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the Word – 
Year A, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide. 
iii see Terence E. Fretheim Exodus 137 
iv see Genesis 12:6, 18 
v Exodus 12:13 NRSV 
vi Exodus 13:8 NRSV 
vii see Joshua 5:6 

 
. . . and this kind of work requires a meal.”x i   

viii Terence E. Fretheim Exodus 147 
ix Craig A. Satterlee “Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10), 11-14, Homiletical Perspective” Feasting 
on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the Word – 
Year A, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide. 
x 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 and Mark 14:23 NRSV 
xi “Why I take Communion?” October 1, 2010 
www.patheos.com/Resources/Additional -Resources/Why-I-Take-
Communion?offset=0&max=1 

                                                                 


