
Gloriously God 
If the Godhead does not consist of three persons equally divine yet inseparably one, we must redefine one or 
more of those persons.  Jesus may not be fully God, or if he is, he is a lesser deity than is the Father.  The Holy 
Spirit is in some sense inferior to both the Father and the Son.  The doctrine of the atonement is modified as 
well.  Instead of a voluntary self-sacrifice of by a member of the Godhead, it is something imposed on a human 
by God, and thus contains an element of injustice.  Millard Erickson 
 
What’s the Issue? 

 Understanding the Trinity is beyond our human capacity – “There are limits to what we can 
understand.  The first and most inconvenient of all theological responsibilities is to recognize our 
limitations….we are finite, fallen creatures.”  Alister McGrath 

 The doctrine of the Trinity seemingly contradicts other passages in Scripture -  4 Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength.  Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

 The doctrine of the Trinity should lead to adoration and devotion 
 

The Deity of the Three 

 The Father -  27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  28"And why do you worry 
about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not 
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass 
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith?  Matthew 6:27-30 
 

 The Son - 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 9:6 

 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God 
over all, forever praised! Amen. Romans 9:5 

 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be grasped,  Philippians 2:5-6 

 3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things 
by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven.  Hebrews 1:3 

 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know 
him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life. 1 John 5:20 

 24The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, 
tell us plainly." 25Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my 
Father's name speak for me, 26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27My sheep 
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater 
than all ; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 30I and the Father are one." 31Again the 
Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles 
from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?" 33"We are not stoning you for any of these," 
replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God."  John 10:24-33 

Jesus exercised the prerogatives of God.  He claimed the power and authority to judge the world, reign the 
world and forgive sin. 
 

 The Holy Spirit - 3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have 
lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn't 
it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What 
made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  Acts 5:3-4 



  16Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? 17If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.  1 
Corinthians 3:16-17 

 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with 
your body.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11For who among men knows the thoughts 
of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God.  1 Corinthians 2:10-11 

The Holy Spirit exercise the prerogatives of God 
 
God’s Thee-In-Oneness – The Old Testament – 
The mystery of the Trinity is not revealed in the Old Testament; but the mystery of the Trinity underlies the 
Old Testament revelation, and here and there almost comes into view. Thus the Old Testament revelation of 
God is not corrected by the fuller revelation which follows it, but only perfected, extended and enlarged. 
Benjamin Warfield.  

 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the 
sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground."  Genesis 1:26 

 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must 
not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever."  
Genesis 3:22 

 The Lord said,… ‘Come let us go down and confuse their language.’ Genesis 11:6-7 

  8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"  And I said, 
"Here am I. Send me!"  Isaiah 6:8 

Jesus’ Baptism - 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  Matthew 3:16-17 
 
New Testament Trinitarian Formulas  

 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit,  Matthew 28:19 

 13But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning 
God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 
14He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  2 
Thessalonians 2:13-14 

  14May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  2 Corinthians 13:14 

 2who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood:  Grace and peace be yours 
in abundance.  1 Peter 1:2 

The Mystery of the Trinity 
Seeing mystery in this perspective enables us to understand how it provokes reverence, the only possible 
attitude to what is supreme and final in our lives.  Instead of strangling reason, it invites expansion of the mind 
and heart.  It is not a mystery that leaves us dumb and terrified, but one that leaves us happy, singing and 
giving thanks.  It is not a wall placed in front of us but a doorway through which we go to the infinity of God.  
Mystery is like a cliff: we may not be able to scale it, but we can stand at the foot of it, touch it, praise its 
beauty.  So it is with the mystery of the Trinity.  Leonardo Boff 
 


