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Because there was no place for them... 
When we read the familiar Christmas story or attend Nativity plays this month, 
we are bound to notice that the key identifying factors for the newly born 
Messiah is that he would be found lying in a manger and wrapped in pieces of 
cloth. We hear these words and see images of a smiling or sleeping baby Jesus 
lying in the hay so much that we may loose the significance of what it means 
that the “Son of the Most High” (Lk 1:32) is laid to sleep in a food trough in the 
hours after his birth.  

The homelessness of the Holy Family is in fact an essential part of the Nativity 
story. This is the way that the Messiah, the saviour of the world makes his 
entrance. This is the way that he is to be recognized right from the moment of 
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his birth -  the Son of man who has no where to lay his head 
(Matthew 8:20).  

Affordable and adequate housing is desperately needed in the city 
centre of Saint John. Many of our programs and services focus on 
this geographic area that is facing gentrification as well as a dated 
housing stock. Pictured above is a spot where we found someone 
sleeping next to Trinity Church.   

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our saviour, of Emmanuel - 
God with us, we are reminded that the Son of the Most High 
comes among us from humble origins and it is in these humble 
places that we will find him. His poverty, his low status, his even 
pitiable beginnings point to a God who willingly humbled Himself 
and willingly endures the worst conditions of this world to be close 
to us.  

This Christmas look for Jesus not only in the glitter, gifts, and 
gold, but also along the alley ways, bus shelters and heating vents. 
May we be surprised by where we see Jesus showing up!  

Kids Lead 
Instead of writing about what they want for Christmas, the kids of 
Kids Lead are making posters and writing lists of items that 
various organizations around the city are in need of. They are 
collecting toys for 0-12 year olds for Coverdale, pillows and 
blankets for Safe Harbour House, Hats, mitts and socks for The 
Family Resource Centre, and various toiletries for Fresh Start. If 
you would like to help them out, we are collecting items until 
December 16th. The items can be dropped off at Trinity Church - 
115 Charlotte street.  

Jasmine is also working on another version of Kids Lead which 
will be adapted to serve the grade 8 class at Samuel de Champlain. 
The 79 students will have a tour of the Uptown area, visit certain 
organizations and work on some projects to help them out. This 
will be the first Kids Lead in French! 

Emmaus Way 
This program of helping to support people going through unstable 
circumstances is effectively changing the lives of those involved. 
We have even found those who volunteer and attend the monthly 
meals and meetings comment on how wonderful it is to connect in 
this way. We currently have three teams on the go with a fourth 
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one that was successfully brought to a close after almost 3 years. We are grateful for everyone who 
makes these teams possible.  

Training 
A couple of weeks ago, along with Erin Rideout from Inner City Youth Ministry, Jasmine attended an 
ACE Interface Master Training Module. The training was based on a study by Dr. Anda and Dr. Felitti 
who studied 17,000 individuals and found that there was a distinct correlation between Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACE) and health and social problems. In their study they looked at 10 
different kinds of Adverse Childhood Experience someone may go through: emotional neglect, 
physical neglect, emotional abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse, parental separation or divorce, 
mental illness in the household, substance abuse in the household, criminal behaviour in the 
household, and battered mothers. In their study of this middle class, educated population they found 
that 67% had experienced one or more of these 10 ACE’s. They also found that the more ACE’s 
someone had, the more likely they were to have health and social problems. 

The hope of this training is that it would helps us to understand ourselves and other more effectively 
so that we can build thriving communities. In changing the way we think, talk, and relate to others we 
may be able to raise up our community and prevent the accumulation of ACEs. We can do this 
through supporting adults who have experienced ACEs and by diminishing or preventing ACEs in the 
next generation. Thanks to this training Erin and Jasmine are able to make presentation to other 
groups so that we can work on diminishing ACEs together.  

English Language Programs 
Terence continues to teach an Intermediate English class through the Saint John Newcomers Centre 
while also offering an English Language Bible Study each Tuesday evening.  While they are not 
usually all present on the same day, his ESL Bible Study has been offered to roughly 25-30 students 
since it began two years ago. This community is now a wonderful mix of nationalities and languages. 
Terence’s Bible Studies use a lot of imagery to break down language barriers. As they look at a 
passage of scripture they also look at vocabulary words that may be unfamiliar. Small provinces like 
New Brunswick rely on immigration for population growth. As more and more people from other 
countries move to Saint John we are excited at what opportunities there will be for Central Saint 
John Community Ministry to serve the language, spiritual, and social needs of the new arrivals.  

Stone Church 
Stone Church has been an amazing supporter of our ministry throughout the years. They have 
contributed financially, have been the source of many of our help and volunteers, and most 
importantly have been the worshiping home for our family since we moved to Saint John. Last month 
Rev. John Paul Westin the rector of Stone Church announced that he will be moving into full time 
prison ministry and will be leaving Stone Church at the end of the year. It seemed a natural thing for 
both of us to offer to fill in as interim priests. Our first service as interim priests will be on December 
29th.  
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Other News 
As we have mentioned, Saint John is facing similar housing issues 
as many cities across Canada though on a smaller scale. Rents 
have been going up and the new housing that is being developed 
is all comprised of 1 and 2 bedroom units aimed to appeal to up 
and coming professionals and downsizing Boomers. Over the last 
year we have struggled with the small size of our own apartment 
and a lack of storage but when we’ve looked at renting elsewhere 
there hasn’t been much available. After a long search and a very 
patient real estate broker we have put a deposit on our first 
house! We move into our townhouse on December 17th. The 
hardest part of this decision has been how it affects our lives and 
ministry among our neighbours in our building. We do feel that after five and a half years in the 
apartment that the relationships we have built will continue. We have walked some of our closest 
neighbours down to our new home which is just two blocks away and we hope that they will visit 
often. Owning a home on the Central Peninsula of Saint John means that we can stay here on a long 
term basis and continue to work in the neighbourhood.  
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TO SUPPORT TERENCE AND JASMINE 
Please pray - We need all the prayer we can get! There are times when we know that an encounter, 
a conversation, a particular event or program, has clearly been orchestrated by God. We also feel 
that the fact that we are able to do what we do is a gift from God and an answer to prayer.  

If you are interested in volunteering with us, come by and sit in on a program or attend our 
Thursday afternoon Drop-In.  

While we receive some funding from the Diocese of Fredericton (Thank you!) and Stone Church 
(Thank you!!), and free space from Trinity church (Thank you!!!), we largely rely on donations to 
make our work possible. As of the last financial update we have about $10,000 left to raise by 
December 31st 2019. Thank you to all who make our work possible. While this is a large amount, we 
have never been lacking in funding and we are grateful to all who think of us when they consider 
their givings.  

 If you feel that this is something that you would like to help with, tax receiptable donations can be 
made to the Anglican Diocese of Fredericton with a note that funds are to go to Central Saint John 
Community Ministry. This can be done through Canada Helps (CSJCM is in a drop down tab on the 
page) https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/13778, by cheque sent to the Diocese - 115 Church 
Street Fredericton, NB E3B 4C8, or by phone (506) 459-1801. Feel free to contact us at any time: 
jasminechandra@gmail.com; tjchandra1@gmail.com- (506) 721-8053.


