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Worship at Home 

3rd May 2020 

 

4th Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 
 

 

  



A candle, symbolising Christ’s presence, is lit. 

 

We Gather 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you 

And also with you. 

 

Our God is like a shepherd, who watches over us.  

Thanks be to God! 

Our God is like a parent, loving us and caring for us.   

Thanks be to God! 

Let us worship God. 

 

Here I am to Worship https://youtu.be/wfJSOpCDgUw 

Psalm 23 https://youtu.be/t5Jk60Rm2C4 

 

Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd 
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 

head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH AND INVOCATION 

Loving Lord, you are the Good Shepherd, 

through the gift of gathered community may we know your attentive care, 

abundant beauty, and the power of reconciliation. 

 

We pause now and, in the silence, 

we hear you call each of us by name 

and are welcomed and enfolded by your love. 

What can we do in response to your goodness but to offer the gifts of our 

worship and praise and the service of our lives through loving you and loving 

our neighbour. 

In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/wfJSOpCDgUw
https://youtu.be/t5Jk60Rm2C4


PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, Lord of the Church, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word and deed: 

we have not loved you with all our heart 

or served you with all our strength; 

we have been blind to the vision of a renewed world 

and deaf to your call to costly discipleship; 

we have been indifferent to the suffering of others 

and unwilling to forgive one another. 

In your mercy, Lord, pardon and restore us, 

that together in the ministry of Christ 

we may serve you with joy all the days of our life. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

We recognise God’s great love for the world revealed in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus...who came into the world not to condemn it but to save 

it. Those who believe in him are not condemned. 

Based on JOHN 3:17,18 

For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 

shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

1 PETER 2:25 

The good news, therefore, is this: in Jesus Christ 

we are loved 

we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Christ is Enough https://youtu.be/o7hy6WBl7TM 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

Acts 2:42-47 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship 
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43Awe came upon everyone because 

many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed 

were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions 

and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, 

as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home 

and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having 

https://youtu.be/o7hy6WBl7TM


the goodwill of all the people. And day by day, the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved. 

 

1 Peter 2:19-25 

The shepherd and guardian of your souls 
19For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 

unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 

that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s 

approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 

you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22“He 

committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23When he was 

abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 

entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his 

wounds, you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but 

now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 

John 10:1-10 

The shepherd of the sheep enters by the gate 
1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by 

the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 

and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 

out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 

but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 
6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what 

he was saying to them. 7So again, Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am 

the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but 

the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 

saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly. 

 

Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

  



HOMILY 

The text for this address is taken from Psalm 23:4. 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. 

PSALM 23:4 

 

The Rod and Staff – Symbols of the Presence of God. 

 

My sense is the most familiar Psalm for you would be Psalm 23. It is used as at 

many settings including funerals. It is a text which many people can quote off 

by heart in whatever language. Psalm 23 is set down as one of the Lectionary 

readings for today. Permit me to read it for you, and if you know it off by heart, 

please join in with me. 

 
PSALM 23 NRSV 

1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 

head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
 

Today, I want us to look at verse 4 of Psalm 23: 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. 
PSALM 23:4 NRSV 

 

Another translation has ‘through the valley of the shadow of death’. 
PSALM 23:4a KJV 

 

The rod and staff are one and the same thing. Most often the staff would have 

a bend or “hook” on the end, which allowed the shepherd to snag one of the 

sheep and bring them back to the flock when it was wandering or doing 

something that might hurt itself. The shepherd’s staff, known today as a 

“crozier”, was the symbol of the authority of the shepherd. 

 

I don’t know about you, but there was a time in my life when I struggled to 

comprehend the ‘rod and staff’ of Psalm 23 because for me at the time they 

symbolised violence. They symbolised tools of submission, of coercion and of 

discipline, and I just couldn’t reconcile how they could be comforting. 

 



However, I now have a greater appreciation of Psalm 23, thanks to Moses. 

Remember him? Moses was called by God to lead the people of Israel out of 

Egypt, where they had been in bondage. 

 

To set the context, permit me to read from the book of Exodus 17:1-7. For 

context, Israel had been wandering in the wilderness for some time, and the 

people were whinging and complaining, and Moses was feeling under the 

pump, he was stressed and anxious by it all. 

 
EXODUS 17:1-7 MSG 

1-2 Directed by God, the whole company of Israel moved on by stages from the 

Wilderness of Sin. They set camp at Rephidim. And there wasn’t a drop of water 

for the people to drink. The people took Moses to task: “Give us water to drink.” 

But Moses said, “Why pester me? Why are you testing God?” 
3 But the people were thirsty for water there. They complained to Moses, “Why 

did you take us from Egypt and drag us out here with our children and animals 

to die of thirst?” 
4 Moses cried out in prayer to God, “What can I do with these people? Any 

minute now they’ll kill me!” 
5-6 God said to Moses, “Go on out ahead of the people, taking with you some 

of the elders of Israel. Take the staff you used to strike the Nile. And go. I’m 

going to be present before you there on the rock at Horeb. You are to strike 

the rock. Water will gush out of it, and the people will drink.” 
6-7 Moses did what he said, with the elders of Israel right there watching. He 

named the place Massah (Testing-Place) and Meribah (Quarrelling) because 

of the quarrelling of the Israelites and because of their testing of God when 

they said, “Is God here with us, or not?” 

 

Now, I want to highlight verse 5 in that reading: “Take the staff you used to 

strike the Nile. And go. I’m going to be present before you there.” 
EXODUS 17:5b MSG 

“I’m going to be present there before you!” 

Remember, these are the words that God is saying to Moses. “I’m going to be 

present there before you!” Friends, I want you to hold onto this because these 

words are very important. 

 

I want to quickly look at other instances in the old testament where Moses is 

using his staff to remind Israel that God is with them, God is present with them. 

• Moses’ staff was turned into a snake at the burning bush. 
EXODUS 4:1-5 

• Aaron turned the staff into a snake which ate the staffs/snakes of the 

Egyptian magicians. 
EXODUS 7:8-12 

• The staff dipped into the Nile turned it into blood. 
EXODUS 7:14-19 



• Held over the Nile, it produced frogs. 
EXODUS 8:1-13 

• Pounded on the dust, it produced gnats. 
EXODUS 8:16-19 

• Moses raised it producing the great hail storm and later the swarm of 

grasshoppers. 
EXODUS 9:13-29 

• Then, Moses held it out to divide the Sea so that God’s people could pass 

through safely beyond Pharaoh and his army. 
EXODUS 14:1-16 

 

In all of these instances of Moses using his staff, it is important to note the staff 

was not to be worshipped, no; rather, it was a tool to point Israel to the One 

who was to be the focus of their worship – God! Friends, many Christians forget 

this, and instead of worshipping God they seem to idolise and worship the tools 

they’ve been given, for example, their buildings, the size of their ministry, the 

size of their congregation, their success. 

 

And so, the question is asked, what does Moses and his staff have to do with 

Psalm 23? 

 

God used Moses’ staff to remind people that just as God had been with them 

in the dramatic escape from Egypt, God was with them also during the long, 

hard times in the wilderness, and God would be with them always. 

 

Friends, as Moses used the staff to remind Israel that God was with them, the 

rod and the staff of Psalm 23 are just that also for us – a reminder that God is 

not absent, but that the presence of God is with us even in our darkest valleys 

and our darkest moments. 

 

May you be comforted in this. Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, we thank you for Moses, and we thank you for the words of the Psalmist, 

reminding us again through these tools of the staff, that you used to help point 

Israel to remember that you were always with them, and we give thanks that in 

the empty cross, we are reminded of your presence and of your love. And so, 

O God, I pray for my brothers and sisters, wherever they are, whatever they 

may be going through right this moment, whatever valley or darkness that they 

may be going through right now, may they experience your peace, which 

surpasses all understanding. May your peace and presence sustain them now 

and in the days to come. We praise you, and we give thanks to you, in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

  



We Respond 

 

It is Well with My Soul https://youtu.be/zY5o9mP22V0 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- countries and nations of the world 

- those who are sick and in need 

- the Church and our congregation 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

And in the languages of the nation’s we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

https://youtu.be/zY5o9mP22V0


and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: ‘Your SURNAME’ 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

As the Deer https://youtu.be/5rrXC5uKVb4 

 

We are Sent 

 

BENEDICTION 

You have been given your rest, 

now go and proclaim with your lives 

the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Be a Good Shepherd to someone today. 

 

And the blessing of God, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Crown Him https://youtu.be/hqy-gob13kA 

 

The service is ended. 
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