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SESSION 10 

Welcomes & 
Housekeeping 



CALGARY ALLIANCE  
FOR THE COMMON GOOD 

Ryan Anderson - Director



























BREAK



Time now. Please return.



EDGE REPORT MARCH 2019

— COLIN 
OUTTRIM 

The Edge Report Update to March 2019 
will be available on the Home Page/
About/Annual Reports



16 POSSIBILITIES FOR THE  
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 

A Survey of Thought  
drawing from the writings of 

• Brian McLaren - The Great Spiritual Migration 
• Wesley Granberg-Michaelson - Future Faith 
• United Church of Canada  - Edge  

questionnaire scale is rated from  
least in agreement to most in agreement 

(least)1     2     3     4     5 (most)



Glossary







My Personal Suggestion(s): Here are new or 
renewed ideas I might suggest for the future mission of 
St. David’s United Church (or my place of worship):

You are welcome to work through this questionnaire and give it to 
Wayne, Jock or Brenda for collation. Our thinking will help direct the 
future planning at St. David’s United Church. You will find this 
questionnaire as a file attachment on the “Great Spiritual Migration.”



sduc.ca 

http://sduc.ca


KEN KITTRIDGE’S SUMMARY  
OF “THE GREAT SPIRITUAL MIGRATION” 

in keeping with tradition,  
a summary of Ken’s “VIEWING” follows, 

 written by Brenda Wallace



“The body of this paper has been organized around 
some of McLaren’s Progressive “Evangelical” elements 
that most impressed me.  
• Organized Church to Organizing Church - most 

agree that many of our established religious beliefs 
will have to be changed or modified to meet the needs 
of Contemporary Society. 

• I admire McLaren’s enthusiastic approach in 
dealing with major challenges - reactionary 
fundamentalism, globalism, Earth’s ecosystem and 
urbanization. My faith position is anchored in Social 
Justice and thus I would have liked to see a greater 
in-depth look at how the Church can lobby 
governments and their economic values (i.e. taxes cut 
for the rich while assuring the public that this wealth 
will simply trickle down to them. 



•Need for strong leadership: “I agree with McLaren who labelled both 
Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict as reactionary conservatives and 
who praised the efforts of Pope Francis. At St. David’s we are blessed by 
the progressive efforts of Rev. Peggy. In the past, Rev. Stan Errett created 
a Lay Ministry which enhanced biblical literacy.” 

•Need for Greater Christian Unity: “My cautionary tale is that Christian 
Diversity can serve as a source for greater change or flexibility. The track 
record of dominating religious institutions is less than ideal,  

•Opposition to the Prosperity Religious of the Televangelists: “I admire 
McLaren’s opposition to elevatory religion - namely, “Don’t worry about 
Earth’s troubles because you are going to Heaven and will not have to face 
the horrors of the last days.” He also suggests that the influence of these 
false promises is quite prominent in South America, Africa and Asia.” 

•Use of Spiritual Development Models (i.e. GOD 5.0): “ I prefer the 
example of McLaren’s alo Verde tree. In short, your collective life 
experiences and needs create an AH! HA! Gestalt moment in which you 
suddenly put things together.  

•Elements of Evangelism I find Troublesome: “Heavy emphasis upon 
conversion, tendency to exclude others, Use of Biblical Literalism, Heavy 
Evangelical Support for the Current U.S. President



•Conclusion: “ I wish him (McLaren) well in his efforts and support 
his view on the need for Spiritual Migration (i.e. change). I strongly 
support the United Church’s emphasis upon social issues. The logo 
of the UC Observer clearly sates it - Faith, Justice & Ethical Living. 
In the pst the church sponsored schools, hospitals and provided 
sanctuary for those in need. Perhaps the sanctuary role should be 
more fully emphasized so that people in a community setting can 
better serve their own needs and help to fill the needs of others..” 

•A few ideas from Joseph Campbell’s book “The Flight of the Wild 
Gander”. McLaren acknowledges myths as bottomless wells. 
Campbell suggests that the Church has lost its spiritual leadership 
by attempting to prove that every even in Biblical myths is factual. 
He suggests that science has secularized the sacred with its use of 
researched evidence and that artists and poets have been left to 
lead the spiritual. He does, however, acknowledge that myths have 
always been a strong source of knowledge and will continue to 
play a role in the future.”



Closing 
Prayer
Wayne Holst



• Monday Night March 25, 2019: Spiritual Travellers 
gather to meet and greet in preparation for their trip 
to Russia and points east. 

• Monday Night April 1, 2019: Mary Jo Leddy will 
be joining us for the evening to introduce her new 
book.  

• Monday Night April 1, 2019: CACG Discernment 
Event   at 7:00 p.m.  Temple B’nai Tikvah at 900  47 
Avenue SW       

UPCOMING BOOKEND EVENTS:


