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we stay awake to the world as it actually 
is and actively engage the problems we 
see. 
 
Looking back over this difficult year, I 
hope you can begin to see how God has 
used even pain to something good, to 
help us see God’s Dream. Pain has 
shown us again how connected we are 
with people around the Earth and with 
all creation. Pain has shown us more 
clearly that a key destructive force in 
our time remains the long legacy of co-
lonialism, racism, and white supremacy. 
Pain reveals that what really divides us 
is neither complicated nor founded on 
deeply held and principled political or 
moral beliefs. No, our division arises 
simply from our selfish desire to save 
ourselves. Division flows from the ego 
being in charge and now God calls us 
grow beyond these small selves. With 
all Godly dreamers, we connect deeply 
to God in trust, which propels us to love. 
 
So, I invite you to dream with me during 
this season as we use these resources 
from “A Sanctified Art.” I encourage 
you to use the daily devotional within 
your household and to meditate on the 
beautiful artwork. I hope this along with 
our Sunday worship will guide us in this 
challenging season as it continues to un-
fold. My hope is that these will indeed 
inspire our dreaming: for a closer con-
nection with God and each other; for a 
renewed sense of personal vision; and 
for a clearer view of God’s dream for 
our church and our world.  
 
May you have inspired dreams in this 
season. 
 
In the grace and peace of Christ, 
Pastor Clark 

The theme “Those 
who dream” comes 
from the first verse 
of Psalm 126, which 
we will hear on the 
third Sunday of Ad-
vent. “When the 
Lord restored the 

fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dream.” The psalmist recalls an earlier 
time of restoration even as they long for 
that restoration once again. 
 
It feels to me that we are in a similar 
state of mind this Advent, as we have 
lived through these many long and diso-
rienting months of pandemic. Besides 
that grief and anxiety, we see great tur-
moil of social unrest as we continue to 
struggle with racism and white suprema-
cy in our nation, and we have endured a 
divisive and lingering election season. 
This last year has tested us. 
 
Now we long for a sense of restoration 
during these seasons of Advent, Christ-
mas, and Epiphany. Advent reminds us 
that God comes to us; that is the purpose 
of this season for us. Yes, if our ances-
tors in the faith designed the seasons of 
the church year to help form us as disci-
ples, the beginning of the year reminds 
us of this fundamental truth and promise 
of God: God always comes to us. The 
word “Advent” indeed translates into 
English as “coming.”  
 
We wait for restoration, but following the 
theme “Those who dream” we do not 
wait passively. Instead, we actively re-
member and trust God’s promises to us. 
And as we trust those promises we com-
mit ourselves to dreaming, to imagining 
what God would have for this good crea-
tion in this time. Even as we dream, 
something we normally do when asleep, 

Dreaming with God 

Advent Devotional  
 

This devotional is for the 
dreamers in all of us—those 
who dream of a deeper  
connection with God those 
who dream of a better world.  
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UPDATES AND REMINDERS 
 

William C. Dallmann—long time member of St. Timothy Lutheran Church and beloved husband of 

Connie Dallmann passed away on November 17, 2020.   Online service will be on December 5 at 10am and 
can viewed at the following link:   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA 
In Lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial donations be given to Veterans for Peace: by check to VFP 
Chapter 46 c/o Dan Turner, Treasurer, 1490 Isola, Monterey, CA 93940.  
 
Service Commission— Providing a meal for I-Help for Women December 2nd meet at 5:00pm in church 

parking lot. Starting this month Thomas Carmen Food Bank has made a change to its processes and we will 
no longer volunteering. 
 

Property Committee—Meeting December 10th at 10:15am.  
 

Game Day—December 11, 1:00pm.  We will continue to play Croquet outdoors unless it rains.  Hosted by 

Cheryl Plaskett.  Please call Cheryl if you need directions @ 383-9052.  Please join us! 
 

Council Meeting—December 14th, 3:30-5:30pm via Zoom.  

 
Foundation— Guardian Angel Relief Fund:  If you, or someone you know may need assistance in this 
manner, please contact Pastor Clark via email at pastorclark@sttim.org or call 831-375-2042. Information 
provided will remain confidential. 

ELCA Good Gifts 

After the November 29th  In-Person 
Worship Service we hope you will select 
an ornament from the decorated Christmas 
tree in the church and make  
a donation in the amount on the ornament.  
 

Please make your check payable to:  
St. Timothy Lutheran Church  

(write ELCA Good Gifts on your check) .  
 

 

 

 

Hanging on the tree are ornaments for: 

Pair of Goats-$100.00 (single $50.00), pig-
$30.00, chick-$10.00, honeybee -$20.00, 
Bible-$12.00, School Supplies for a child-
$10.00, Feed 50 at a Soup Kitchen $100.00, 
bible for global church-$12.00, water filter-
$33.00, Latrine-$150.00, Feed a Refugee 
Family-$25.00, Rooster-$15.00,  Micro 
loan for a woman-$25.00, school fees and 
uniform for a girl-$40.00.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA
mailto:PastorClark@StTim.org
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We  are decorating the outside of the church with Poinsettias for Advent and Christmas.  

    Please donate to help us buy poinsettias. 
      
       The cost is $24.00 per large Poinsettia   

      And $12.00 per small Poinsettia 
 

Please make your check payable to:  
St. Timothy Lutheran Church Altar Guild. 

 
Mail to:  St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

52 Soledad Drive 
   Monterey, California 93940    

    

  The Colors of Christmas 
 

 
  Paraments have adorned chancel furnishings since at least the fifth century. 
They are the colored cloths that hang in front of our Ambo, Altar and sometimes the 
credenza under the cross. There can be many different artistic symbols on them and 
their background colors are for different festivals or seasons in our church year. 
 
 During Advent the background color is blue, as it is the color of hope as we pre-
pare for Christ’s birth. White is also used and symbolizes light, gladness and our joy in 
Christ’s birth. These colors will remain up until the Epiphany of Our Lord on January 
6th.  
 
 The symbol to your left on the blue parament at the back credenza you will see 
in the sanctuary this Sunday and throughout the coming weeks of Advent, is an artistic 
symbol of the “tree of Jesse” or “root of Jesse”. He was King David’s father, and 

through his lineage comes the Christ child. Jesus birth was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah- “The 
root of Jesse will spring up.”(see artist’s depiction above) 
 

The symbol of hope is also in our first lighted Advent candle.  
 
I hope this has been helpful or even insightful. Have a Blessed time of preparation for the birth of Jesus, the 
Christ child.  
 
In service through Christ, 
Your Altar Guild 

Depiction of Tree 
or root of Jesse- 

Artist Unknown 
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1 World AIDS Day  Pray for compassion, understanding and heal-
ing for individuals, families and communities worldwide that are living with or affected by HIV and AIDS. Give thanks for the 
dedicated service and skill of doctors, pastors, public officials, health care educators, care providers and researchers who treat 
the infected, bring hope to the discouraged and weary, and respond to the disease’s spiritual, physical, emotional and social 
impacts. 
 
2 The Spirit is at work in times of anticipation and yearning, reminding us of God’s promises and activity, helping us stay calm 
and patient, and redirecting our attention from ourselves to our neighbors in need ― nearby and around the world. 
 
3 Give thanks for the new ELCA social message “Government and Civic Engagement in the United States: Discipleship in a 
Democracy.” Pray that it will help us understand how government is a gift from God but can also be abused and misused. Ask 
the Spirit to guide us as we prayerfully reflect on how we can view civic engagement as Lutherans. 
 
4 What do you anticipate and watch for during this season of Advent? Pray for what you yearn and hope for, and give thanks 
that God is faithful to God’s promises, especially through the gift of life to the world through Jesus Christ. 
 
5 As we are immersed in the joy, festivities and busyness of Advent and Christmas, pause to pray for our global neighbors who 
have suffered through devastating natural disasters and need our support, generosity and assistance. Pray particularly for the 
many nations that have experienced drought and for those impacted by the earthquake in Turkey and Greece, Typhoon Goni 
hitting the Philippines and multiple hurricanes impacting Mexico, the Caribbean region and the United States. 
 
6 Pray that the Spirit will give us a measure of John the Baptist’s boldness, commitment, humility and resolve as we share the 
good news of Jesus Christ and the promise of God’s love and mercy with everyone we encounter or approach throughout our 
baptismal journey. 
 
7 Give thanks for caregivers, staff and nurses in senior communities, nursing homes, rehabilitation hospitals, and memory-care 
and assisted-living facilities. Ask God to grant them strength, wisdom, skill and a spirit of hope and joy as they go about their 
difficult and often tiring work. 
 
8 Pray for patience, caution and concern for our neighbor during the continuing COVID-19 pandemic; pray that the Spirit and 
our siblings in Christ will help us cope with and adjust to the implications of the pandemic for this season in which we are ac-
customed to gathering in person for meals, celebrations, worship, family gatherings and community events. 
 
9 Pray that God will help us lead lives of holiness, godliness, peace and active engagement with the world as disciples of Christ 
who wait patiently for the day of the Lord. 
 
10 This has been, and continues to be, a very difficult year of coping with and recovering from natural disasters across our 
country and around the world. Pray that the presence and hope of God will be evident where there is despair, grief and uncer-
tainty over how to begin rebuilding and healing. Pray that neighbors, communities and nations will work together to provide 
assistance, resources and relief workers where the needs are most critical.  
 
11 Ask for God’s forgiveness and take to heart God’s word of love, peace, healing and guidance that restores our faith and spir-
it as children of God.  
 
12 Give thanks for the church traditions that remind us of God’s actions throughout history and inspire our faith, generosity and 
commitment to serve our neighbors in need. Pray that we will carry these meaningful traditions forward and create new rites 
and traditions that inspire and strengthen all generations in today’s changing contexts. 
 
13 Pray that we might passionately witness to the light of Jesus Christ and boldly invite others to believe and to be baptized into 
the body of Christ and the community of all believers. 
 
14 ELCA Good Gifts provide an opportunity for you to support the ministries and programs —domestic and global — that 
mean the most to you and the people you love. Give thanks that our church believes God is calling us into the world together 
and that, through our generosity and love, we can make a difference.  
 
15 What do our gifts mean, and what impact do they have? Pray for thoughtfulness when we buy gifts, for awareness of who 
we include and exclude, and for mindfulness of how the money we spend during this time of thanksgiving might fulfill God’s 

PRAYER VENTURES 

December 2020 
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loving, merciful and generous promises. 
 
16 Los Posadas  This traditional celebration, popular in Mexico and observed by some ELCA congregations, uses lighted paths 
and processions to follow Mary and Joseph’s journey through Bethlehem in search of lodging. Pray that our recollection of 
Mary and Joseph’s experience might prompt us to welcome strangers, immigrants and neighbors in need. 
 
17 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
Pray that we will support and encourage each other in these good works and disciplines that keep our spirits, minds and bodies 
healthy and whole. 
 
18 Pray that, in anticipation of Christmas, we will invite others into the joy of our meals, celebrations, community events and 
faith. Pray that the Spirit will move us to reach out with acts of love, hope, inclusion and good news to people who are alone, 
incarcerated or homeless. 
 
19 “The Lord has done great things for us.” Rejoice, laugh and shout with joy! 
 
20 Pray that we will be receptive to angels and divine beings sent by God to guide us and bring us good news, as the angel Ga-
briel did to Mary and Elizabeth. Pray that we will hear God’s assurance that “nothing will be impossible with God” and that our 
response will echo Mary’s: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
 
21 Winter solstice  On this day with the least amount of daylight, observed as the beginning of winter, pray that we will be 
drawn to the eternal light of Christ born into the world — a gift for all people and all generations that illuminates God’s re-
demptive love for us and God’s desire and intent for how we might live together. 
 
22 Remember in prayer the approximately 26 million refugees, immigrants and asylum-seekers around the world and at our 
borders, awaiting entry into safe, welcoming countries and communities so that they can rebuild their lives without threats of 
conflict, persecution, violence or economic crisis. Pray for their safety, that their spiritual, physical and emotional needs will be 
met, that they will find caring advocates, and that their faith and hope will be strengthened and sustained by siblings in Christ 
and our faith communities. 
 
23 With prayerful sighs of relief and expressions of gratitude, give thanks for God’s covenant to grant humankind love, for-
giveness, new life and redemption through the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
 
24 Remember and give thanks for the people in your life who taught you the nativity story and recounted the promise God 
made to us and fulfilled through Jesus Christ. 
 
25 Christmas Day  Give praise and thanks for God’s boundless love, mercy and grace, revealed to the world and all humanity 
through the light of Jesus Christ ― son of God, son of humanity; our source of truth, salvation, new life and wholeness. 
 
26 Beginning of Kwanzaa  Kwanzaa is a weeklong celebration of African culture and traditions that stresses family, community 
and shared principles. Give thanks for the rich and meaningful traditions, celebrations and practices of our African American 
siblings and the global African community.  
 
27 Pray for the Spirit to help us understand and have faith in Jesus as the son of God, born to walk among us, live through our 
daily struggles and needs, teach us God’s ways and word, and restore our relationships with God, one another and creation. 
 
28 Pray that we will carry forward the story and significance of Jesus and their implications for our daily actions, relationships 
and decisions as loved and reclaimed children of God. Ask the Spirit to guide us in responding to God’s call to proclaim the 
gospel, make peace, work for justice, propagate hope and serve our neighbors in need — without partiality, foot-dragging, em-
barrassment or expectation of reward or credit. 
 
29 Let our prayers, creation and all living things give glory and honor to God, our creator, sustainer, guiding light and redeem-
er. 
 
30 Pray that the light, celebration and blessings of community we experience as followers of Christ will continue far beyond the 
Christmas holidays and permeate our daily lives as we participate in God’s life-giving work and witness in the world. 
 
31 New Year’s Eve  A new year can offer hope and enthusiasm for starting anew, or it can bring fear and despair stirred by our 
human weaknesses and failures. Ask God to help us achieve our new endeavors and resolutions and reground ourselves in 
God’s grace, forgiveness and newness when we fall short of our expectations and goals. Ask the Spirit to help us encourage, 
assist and surround with grace people who stumble or whose confidence is unsteady  



 

Bob Johannsen 12/19 

June Pedranti 12/29 

Greetings! 
  
Four words: It’s not time yet.   
  
It’s not time yet: 
+ to return to indoor worship 
+ to stop wearing masks 
+ to forget physical distancing 
+ to ignore science 
+ to gather in large groups for Thanksgiving 
+ to deny the exponential growth of cases of COVID-19 being diagnosed every day in this country and 
around the world  
  
Four more words: I know you’re tired. 
  
I know you’re tired: 
+ of not being able to be with family and friends 
+ of not being able to worship together in the sanctuary and sing 
+ of not being able to travel 
+ of not being able to leave your home 
+ of not being able to hold your grandchildren/children/loved ones 
+ of hearing admonitions like this from health professionals and bishops 
  
Four last words: God is in control (Psalm 23). 
  
God is in control: 
+ even (and especially) in this time of pandemic (Psalm 91) 
+ despite what some see as evidence to the contrary (Psalm 46) 
+ through the work of health care workers, clinicians, and epidemiologists (Sirach 38) 
+ in the presence of courageous essential workers (Ecclesiastes 3:1-15) 
+ as we help God’s reign come near in seeking the well-being of the most vulnerable among 
us (Matthew 25:31-46) 
+ because nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:31-39) 
  
Blessings and Peace in this season of Thanksgiving, 
Bp. Mark 


