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Be-ing Witnesses 

Acts 1:8 

 

“… you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

 

Power to be Jesus’ witnesses 

Witness of: 

1. Lives (Presence) = be-ing + do-ing good works (Philanthropy) 

2. Lips (Proclamation) = speak-ing 

3. Loss (Pain) = suffer-ing  

Personal Pentecost 

 

https://youtu.be/W-kGosnzvjU 

So, what’s so funny about these BLR Youtube videos that by March had over 5 million subscribers and 
over 620 million views across its videos? After all the talented but anonymous producer of these videos 
just spoofs clips from films, TV shows, songs, sports, and political news stories by overdubbing 
humorous vocal work that matches the lip movements of the targets. They sound incongruous i.e. the 
speech doesn’t match the speaker, the lips do not match the life, the talk does not match the walk!  

Is that a picture of us that the world sees? Are we being witnesses of and to Jesus? If we claim to be 
believers in and followers of Jesus is it evident to those around us?  

Let us pray: Holy Spirit, you are the One promised by the Father and the Son, given to us to lead us to all 
truth. Open the eyes of our understanding so we may hear from the Word you inspired and from the lives 
of those you empowered. Open our hearts that we may acknowledge its true condition and submit more 
completely to your control. Come and speak to us now through your servant. Amen. 

Last Sunday we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. During the following forty days he 
appeared several times to his disciples, taught them and fellowshipped with them. On one such 
occasion, Luke records in Acts 1:4,5 Jesus commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Then in Acts 1:8  we have Jesus’ last words before 
he blesses them and ascends into heaven: “… you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

Jesus’ command is very clear: You have all the evidence and equipping you need to be my witnesses but 
without the Holy Spirit you have no power to be witnesses. Therefore wait/tarry in Jerusalem (where 
you are) until you receive the power from above, from the Holy Spirit.  

https://youtu.be/W-kGosnzvjU


Also, note that Jesus does not say his disciples should or even must be his witnesses. If we are 
empowered by the Spirit we WILL be his witnesses. 

So what is this power? Is it some superpower that an ordinary person can be transformed into a 
superhero – a Clark Kent into Superman? Does it take a mantra like SHAZAM! to turn into a Captain 
Marvel? Can the Holy Spirit, normally pictured as a gentle dove, really transform sinful people like us 
into Jesus’ witnesses? 

When Alfred Nobel discovered an extremely explosive element, he asked a friend and Greek scholar for 
a word to name that product. The Greek word given was dunamis [DOO-nah-mihss], and Nobel named 
his invention "dynamite”. It is the same word from where we get ‘dynamo’ and ‘dynamic’.  

Dunamis is the same Greek word in Acts 1:8, "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you …”. So we are talking of mighty, miraculous power – inherent in the Holy Spirit but given 
to us to transform us from Jesus-denying Simons to Jesus-proclaiming Peters, from Jesus-persecuting 
Sauls to Pauls persecuted for his name’s sake. In one word: witnesses! 

Lest we understand that to mean it is power to witness (verb) it is first for us to become witnesses 
(noun), about be-ing before do-ing.  

• After his baptism and testing, Jesus returned to Galilee in the power (dunamis) of the Spirit, 
and news about him spread through the whole countryside. – Luke 4:14 

• The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within 
you. – Rom 8:11 

•  I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who 
believe him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him 
in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. - Eph 1:19-20 (NLT) 

• Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us … Eph 3:20 

Imagine this dynamite power of the Spirit living in us, indwelling us! For what? 

To be a witness we must bear testimony (testify) about the truth – the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth. In order for our lives and then lips to testify to the whole truth of Jesus we need God’s help. The 
Spirit empowers Jesus followers for many things but first and foremost to be Jesus’ witnesses 

Why is the truth of our witness as followers of Jesus important? Clement, the fourth bishop of Rome, 
wrote: 

“For when unbelievers hear from our mouth the oracles (truths) of God, they wonder at their beauty 
and greatness. Then, discovering that our deeds are not worthy of the words we utter, they turn from 
their wonder to blasphemy (cursing), saying it is all a myth and delusion.”  

Our walk must match our talk, our lives be in sync with our lips. That is only possible through the power 
of the Holy Spirit in us. 

 

At his trials Jesus did not say much, but to Pilate, the Roman governor, the only one who could sentence 
him to death, he said, “For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to 
the truth.”  



If Jesus’ mission was to bear witness to the truth, how are we to be Jesus’ witnesses – witnesses to the 
truth of Jesus?  

Eye- and ear-witnesses. Only the apostles and some disciples were literally both eye- and ear-witnesses 
to the risen Lord. By a special appearance, Paul was privileged to being that too. However, we are called 
to bear witness to Jesus – that is, people around us should see and hear Jesus in and through us. Tall 
order! 

How are we to be Jesus’ witnesses – witnesses to the truth of Jesus?  

The three things needed for our witness to Jesus: 

1. Assurance that He is alive (Are you sure that He is alive?) 

2. Instruction (Have you sat at His feet for instruction? Have you been with Jesus?  

3. Empowerment (Have you been empowered from above?) 

In Acts 19 we read of the sons of Scheva, a Jewish chief priest, were trying cast out demons in the name 
of Jesus saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches." … And the evil spirit answered and said 
to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” 

We can have all the faith/belief and all the training/equipping but without the empowerment of the HS 
we will not be credible witnesses of Jesus. Even the demons will call you out! It is more than just having 
the evidence and the equipping; it is ultimately about have the empowerment of the Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is the sine qua non = without which not for being witnesses of Jesus. 

 

Guess from the two pictures above, who are the true JWs?  

Sorry, but that was a trick question! If you thought the Bible-quoting couple at the top, you thought I 
meant Jehovah’s Witnesses (the suits) at people’s doors. If this is your idea of witnessing, no wonder 
you are afraid of the very idea! 

Guess who the Jesus Witness in the workplace is? The young lady who is good at her job and everybody 
listens to, even when she shares about Jesus in her life. 



Church planting and evangelism guru, Ed Stetzer wrote in his latest CT blog: “the ultimate witness for 
secular people open to spirituality would be Christians modeling Christ and living in remarkably 
different ways than the culture. The most effective churches are finding ways to empower their 
people to practice these kind of communities and reach secular individuals where they are.” 

 

Actually Christian witness or being Jesus involve three major dimensions: 

1. First, our Lives – the witness of presence is greatly underrated if not ignored today. However, in 
centuries past, even in pagan Europe, monks first established a small community to show the 
people around that they were different. After all Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another.” [John 13] In 1960 President John F. Kennedy 
used a quotation from Ralph Waldo Emerson: What we are speaks louder than what we say. 

2. Secondly, our Lips must be in sync with our lives or vice versa. Our walk with our talk,. 
Otherwise, people will say we are only giving lip service to our faith, to Jesus. Think of Show & 
Tell – we must first show (up) and then tell.  

3. Thirdly, if we claim our faith is so precious, people have a right to know what price we have paid 
or are willing to pay to hold on to Jesus. That is the cost of true discipleship – picking up our 
cross daily and following Jesus. To us it may involve loss of face, of dignity, of a career, our 
health, wealth – even our very lives. In fact, we get our word martyr from the Greek ‘martus’ 
[mar-toos]. From Stephen and many of the apostles down to many more even today, Christians 
are laying down their lives rather than deny Jesus. Yes, the same Holy Spirit is still empowering 
regular men and women, boys and girls to live and, sometimes, die for Jesus. 

Let us look at each point in turn … 

First, witness through our lives. Obviously witness implies a social context. It is impossible for a 
hermit, however godly, to have a witness by withdrawing into the wilderness or some solitude. My 
senior pastor friend in India, Viju Abraham likes to say, we cannot have witness without with-ness! 
While we can perfectly practice the first great commandment in complete privacy of our prayer 
closet, the second great commandment requires us to be around and engaged with people. 
Remember, when asked, “Who is my neighbour?” Jesus told the parable of the good Samaritan. Our 
neighbour is whoever God places next to us or brings across our path. How we express the love of 
Jesus will differ according to our neighbour’s needs.  

We have said, witness is more about be-ing than do-ing, more about showing than telling. Even 
Peter advises believing wives married to unbelieving husbands to win them to the Lord without 
words but by their godly behaviour. The same would apply to believing children of unbelieving 
parents. As the unbeliever sees the work (fruit) of the Spirit in you they will want what you have. 
They will at least ask questions. 

Jesus’ advice is not that different: “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matt 5:16) These are the very “good 
works” God prepared in advance for us to do once we are saved. (Eph. 2:10)  

Good works include at a minimum doing our jobs well, if not with excellence, as we shall see in the 
case of Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah, the restorer of Jerusalem’s broken walls and community after the Babylonian exile, is a 
great example of our lives at work glorifying God. He was a cupbearer to the Persian emperor who 
ruled over the largest empire in the 5th century BC. He was trusted enough by the emperor that he 



not only gave Nehemiah leave to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the fallen city, he even provided him 
every resource: He gave him full authority by appointing him governor of Judah with letters to that 
effect and sent him with lumber and materials to begin the work.  

As Jesus followers in the marketplace, do we inspire that kind of trust so that even an atheist boss 
would entrust his most significant projects to you? 

A few months ago at a 401 class here I was asked to take a session on preparing to give one’s 
testimony in 3 minutes. As usual the verse in the study guide was from 1 Peter 3:15. ... Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. I said it is fine to be prepared to give an answer but that assumes that someone is asking you a 
question. The issue is not whether the 3-minute egg-timer testimony is right or not, it is simply – Is 
your life provoking questions about your faith?  

St Francis of Assisi is supposed to have said, "Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if 
necessary." He meant that our lives should proclaim Christ in us the hope of glory. I would only 
differ with St Francis in that at some point words will be necessary to explain the truth of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  

Lest you worry about testifying with your lips, Jesus kept reassuring his disciples that when they 
were brought before religious and secular authorities the Holy Spirit would give them the very 
words to speak “at that time”. We see that Jesus kept his word in several instances, specifically in 
Acts 4:13. After the healing of the cripple at the Temple gate it is recorded, The members of the 
[Jewish Sanhedrin] council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they 
could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also 
recognized them as men who had been with Jesus. – Acts 4:13 (NLT) 

Unlike Peter and John, fishermen from Galilee, Paul was a world citizen, well-educated, including in 
the Scriptures. The point here is not Paul’s own natural gifts (ultimately God-given) but that in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, by the sovereign design of God, he was given opportunity to testify to Jesus 
in the highest courts in Palestine and ultimately in the Roman empire, before Caesar himself.  

Earlier, after Paul had testified before the Jewish Sanhedrin, it is recorded that, the Lord stood next 
to Paul, and said, “Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you will also testify in 
Rome.” [Acts 23:11] As we rise in the power of the Holy Spirit to testify to Jesus in our Jerusalem 
God may even give us opportunities to testify to Jesus to the ends of the earth. 

Third, and lastly, there is testimony to Jesus’ work in us through the way we endure loss – for His 
name’s sake.  

Jesus was always clear in his call to follow him – “pick up your cross daily and follow me.” There is no 
Resurrection Sunday without going through Crucifixion Friday!  

Jesus warned that some of us may lose our families – think of those who are the first and only 
followers of Jesus in their Hindu or Muslim families. One young man who came to faith here had his 
parents publish an obituary for him back in their native place! Are you willing to pay that kind of 
price?  

Today, there is more persecution of Christians than ever before in history, but there is also more 
church growth in the very same places. The 2nd-century church father Tertullian wrote that "the 
blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.” 



Persecution of Christians is almost promised by Jesus. The question is how we bear up to these 
losses (“light afflictions which are for a moment”) in the power of the Spirit or is our testimony one 
of people with long-faced martyr complexes? 

Stephen, who paid the ultimate price as the first Christian martyr, was consistently recognized as 
“full of the Spirit”. It was with this wisdom and strength that he served his community in practical 
ways (be-ing and do-ing) but was finally martyred because of what he said. In fact, it was his last 
words that provoked the Jewish mob to stone him. In Acts 7:55-56 we read, … Stephen, full of the 
Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

So Stephen was, like many disciples to follow, one who was fully a witness to Jesus – through his life, 
his lips, his loss – a witness of presence, of proclamation and of pain.  That was the power of the 
Spirit at work in him. The Spirit is fully available to each one of us who have repented of ours sins 
and put our full faith in Jesus. Are we fully available to Him? 

It is time to pause and take stock.  

Are you be-ing a witness of Jesus?  

If you have never repented of your sinfulness and put your full trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of 
your sins and the newness of life, then today may be your day to step up and pray and receive the 
Holy Spirit. It could be your personal Pentecost! 

Others, however long you have been a believer and Jesus follower, is there evidence in your life 
today of the Spirit’s work in you?  

If not, have you grieved the Holy Spirit through sin and disobedience? Today listen to His still small 
voice, come forward, confess your sin and repent and restore the relationship.  

Worse still, have you quenched the Holy Spirit through persistent sin and disobedience - to the point 
it is as if you never received the Spirit in the first place? May the Spirit show you your heart and may 
you come forward to fully submit your life the Spirit and, in that sense, be filled with the Spirit. 

Remember, for all of us, it is NOT how much of the Spirit we have but how much of us the Spirit 
has! May we indeed surrender all to Jesus – to His Spirit’s control.  

All we need to do is knock, seek and ask and, as Jesus said, … how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

Jesus himself gave the invitation to come and receive the living water of the Holy Spirit and that is 
how the book of Revelations almost ends: 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is 
thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. – Rev. 22:17 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions for Reflection  

1. What is the difference between be-ing a witness and do-ing witnessing? Which 
should come first? 

2. Is your life a witness to Jesus at work in you? Do people ask you questions 
about your life, your lifestyle? 

3. Are you prepared to give an answer for the hope you have in Jesus?  

4. No matter how long you have considered yourself a Christian if you have any 
doubt about ever receiving the Holy Spirit are you ready to pray with someone 
to be absolutely certain of it? 

5. If you have the Spirit and have grieved or, worse, quenched the Spirit of God 
will you now repent and submit fully your life to Him?  

 


