
 

 

19 August 2018 Starting Points: I AM…of Love Isaiah 

15:4-5.8-12/ John 15:4-5,8-12 

 (SLIDE-Title) There’s an old expression that we have in 

the Maritimes when we meet someone new—“So who’s your 

Father?” —Yes, it’s kind of sexist. Why is it asked? To figure 

out who you are—your family DNA—and also how we might 

be connected. It’s still asked in a place like PEI where my 

wife, Joyce, grew up and began her work as a nurse. Years 

ago when she was a new graduate nurse she found the 

question a little creepy—off-putting—patients wanting to know 

personal information. But gradually she learned something, 

when people did know that she was “a Gillis from Belfast” and 

if they did find a connection—patients relaxed, and her 

healing work became more effective. 

 In “The Charge” preached to me as your new minister on 

August 1, I was told that here in Calgary, it doesn’t matter who 

your father or mother are. But I’m not convinced. Our new 

neighbours across the street came over to welcome us. They 

asked us, “Where are you from and why have you moved to 

Calgary?”“For work,” I said. “What kind of work?” they 

persisted.  “I’m a pastor.” I said it a bit hesitantly because this 

answer today can potentially shut down the whole 



 

 

conversation—but not in this case! “We are Christians” they 

said. “And we are so grateful to have a Christian family across 

the street.” You could say that it mattered to them who our 

Father was—as in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit—we found 

a connection. 

 Knowing who our Father is and from whom we spring as 

daughters and sons of the living God is an important Starting 

Point. We are focusing on Starting Points during this month of 

new beginnings at St. Andrew’s—those foundational Kingdom 

truths that orient us, give us our bearings and tell us who we 

are as God’s people. Last week we focused on God as love. 

And today we look at our third Starting Point: I AM…OF 

LOVE—in other words, LOVE is part of our God-given family 

DNA that’s been placed deep within each of us. 

 Yet it’s easy for us to think the opposite. The truth is that 

the very opposite of love is indeed in each of us—and like a 

drop of ink in a glass of water, that un-loveliness stains our 

living and blemishes our attempts at love. As Paul says in 

Romans (7:15), “I do not understand my own actions. For I do 

not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.” We try to 

love, but that stain shows up—it slips out—a hurtful word, a 



 

 

bad decision, a condescending glance, a judgemental remark, 

a cold stare—it stains our attempts at love.  

 And we get disappointed in ourselves. Negative voices 

can get so loud and so persistent: “I can’t believe you said 

that; you always say the wrong thing; you always mess things 

up; I always end up making things worse; I’m so useless.” A 

continuous loop of negative language can throttle us with self-

rejection.  

 Spiritual writer, (SLIDE-Nouwen) Henri Nouwen says, “I 

have come to realize that the greatest trap in our life is not 

success, popularity or power, but self-rejection….. When we 

come to believe the voices that call us worthless and 

unlovable, then success, popularity and power are easily 

perceived as (the) attractive solutions.” Self-rejection is the 

greatest enemy of the spiritual life because it contradicts the 

sacred voice that calls us, “Beloved.” Our family DNA is love. I 

Am OF LOVE. 

 Isaiah 43(:4) reminds you and I what God really thinks of 

us: (SLIDE-Isaiah)”you are precious in my sight, and 

honoured, and I love you.” God—who knows all about us and 

our stains—chooses to love us anyway. God knows that our 

stain is not the most important thing about us. No, from the 



 

 

beginning there was a wonder about human beings that 

caused God to say “very good,” after he had created them.  

There was a wonder about human beings that caused the 

writer of the creation account to say that we were made in 

God’s own image. There is a wonder about you.(Slide-Title) 

 Although we may be unlovely at times—not so good at 

love— yet we are not unloved. And we cannot be loved 

without being changed. The kind of love Jesus shows us is 

one that that loves even the unloveable, making them 

precious and valued beyond calculation. And that creates 

value in what is being loved. This is the love that can 

transform us. 

 Christians are baptized into a life summed up in love—it 

is in our DNA—yet to embody this love we need have the right 

inner substance or character.  A spiritual formation or 

transformation is required. It begins with a decision of the will. 

Jesus tells us today in John’s Gospel that we must “abide in 

the vine”—or as The Message says—“Live in me. Make your 

home in me.” This is the key to allowing the supernatural 

power of God to remake our actions so that they produce the 

fruit of agape love. Jesus invites us to make ourselves at 

home in his love, allowing God’s own deep love to flow out to 



 

 

us and fill us—on a daily basis. In hearing God call us beloved 

over and over again, we begin to grow lovely. But we also 

must decide to do what Jesus asks—resolutely intend that his 

vision of love is going to happen through us. 

 In high school I thought it would be a nice idea to be able 

to play violin. So in grade 12 I asked my piano teacher if she 

could also teach me a half hour of violin every week. I bought 

a violin, showed up to the lesson every week. But I never did 

learn to play the violin—there was not a strong enough will to 

make it happen. I rarely practiced. I continued to like the idea 

of playing violin, but was not willing to put in the time to 

actually do it. 

 We like the idea of living Christ’s love in the world. We 

like the beautiful image of love curing the brokenness of sin 

and division. We show up for our weekly lesson in Kingdom 

love at Sunday worship—but then there’s no resolute will or 

intension to put in the time to implement that costly love in our 

daily life. We continue to live out of the old life of sniping at 

people, talking about them behind their backs and mostly 

wanting our own way. Christ’s vision of love never gets to 

grow and produce abundant fruit in our life. 



 

 

  Ghandi once remarked that if only Christians would live 

according to their belief in the teachings of Jesus we all would 

become Christians. We must initiate, decide and bring into 

being the factors that would allow Christ’s love to produce fruit 

in us. And then practice, practice, practice. As Dallas Willard 

says—truly in the spiritual life, where there is a will there is a 

way, because God is involved with his people and by grace 

makes his help available to those who seek it. But where 

there is no will—there is no way. Yet once we take the initial 

step we greet the power of God to help us go farther than we 

thought possible. Our tiny “willpower” is not the source of our 

real strength. Instead we are carried along by the power of the 

Father who is always working his will in the world and longs to 

work with us. The strongest human will is always the one that 

is surrendered to God’s will and acts with it.  

 John is a member of Kings Church in NS. (SLIDE-John) 

After some hard knocks as a teenager he began to turn to 

alcohol for relief. Over time his alcoholism stained his work 

and family life with hurt and pain. Secretly John would try his 

hardest to quit, but then fall off the wagon and feel guilt that in 

God’s eyes he just wasn’t good enough. Then two and a half 

years ago John's whole world came crashing down when he 



 

 

went off the road one morning on his way to work—thankfully 

no other cars were involved. The breathalyzer showed him 

over the legal limit. He was charged and enrolled in a 

mandatory 20-day rehab program. It was during this time-out 

that John realized that he had never truly surrendered his life 

to God and God’s will, but instead was always trying to live up 

to God’s standards on his own steam and will power. When it 

seemed that his whole life was crashing down—God began 

re-building something brand new. A year ago last November I 

stood with John before our congregation and with his 

permission shared about his journey and his celebration of 10 

months of sobriety—there was a standing ovation. A month 

later on Christmas Eve at our largest service of the year, 

quiet, shy, John stood before a packed church and shared the 

light that Jesus had shone in his darkness. (SLIDE-Title) 

 Knowing who our Father is and from whom we spring as 

daughters and sons of the living God is an important Starting 

Point. Because I AM…OF LOVE—LOVE is part of our God-

given family DNA and that means that healing and 

transformation are always possible! 
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