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I. <Slide> Introduction 
• Hello everyone, thanks for joining us!   
• I’m Dave Sattler, one of the pastors here at North Shore Alliance Church, 

today continuing our Series in the Gospel of John. 
• John’s Gospel is built around 7 miracles and 7 “I AM” statements of Jesus. 
• “I AM the vine” is Jesus’ 7th such statement and it is situated here in what’s 

called the “Upper Room Discourse” that continues in John 15.  
• It takes place during Passover, when Jews from all round came to Jerusalem 

to celebrate together — to remember God’s liberation through the exodus.   
• This particular Passover houses two monumental events of the Christian 

Story — the crucifixion, and the resurrection, of our Saviour, Jesus. 

• To warm us up for the sermon, let’s begin with a short game of … WOULD 
YOU RATHER?!  Very simple.  For each question, choose one of two 
options.  Keep score at home.  And we’ll have a comprehensive diagnosis of 
your inner life by the end of it! 

<Slide> #1) Would you rather?! 
A. Eat a meal and know exactly the source of its ingredients.  OR … 
B. Eat a meal and know nothing of the source of its ingredients. 
 

<Slide> #2) Would you rather?! 
A. Stay connected and be dependent on others.  OR … 
B. Fly solo and take care of yourself.  
<Slide> #3) Would you rather?! 
A. Work for your boss and keep your distance relationally.  OR …  
B. Work with your boss as a friend. 
<Slide> #4) Would you rather?! 
A. Never have your flaws exposed.  OR … 
B. Have your flaws exposed and addressed. 
<Slide> #5) Would you rather?! 
A. Prune a pear tree.  OR … 
B. Trim a cedar hedge. 

Jesus, thank You for staying connected to me, for your nourishment and pruning (especially through Joanne, my kids, and the ministry) all these years.   
And, dedicated to Mitchell David Sattler one day past his 24th Birthday.  I love you, son!
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• Now for the ‘Diagnostic Answer Key’: BBAAA … means mild to moderate 

issues.  BBBAB … moderate to severe.  And, answering BBAAB?  Definitely, 
severe issues!  Today’s message is for you.   

• The rest of you are good, but you should still tune in!  

• <Slide> So we come to John Chapter 15… 
• On the heels of washing His disciples’ feet, sharing the Last Supper with 

them, and predicting Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial, Jesus now delivers 
what are some of His most intimate teachings.  Hear the words of Jesus… 

<Slide> 1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  3 You are already clean because 
of the word I have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you.  No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 
<Slide> 5 I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If you 
do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  7 If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you.  8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. 
<Slide> 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love.  10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.  11 I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  12 My command 
is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  <Slide> 14 You are my friends if 
you do what I command.  15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  16 You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you.  17 This is my command: Love each other.” 
• <PRAY> ‘Lord, move me out of the way.  Come, speak to us by Your Spirit.  

Open our hearts to all You have for us.  We’re hungry to hear from You.’ 

II.  Narrative Outline 
1. <Slide> I Am The True Vine (15:1a) 
• The vineyard is one of the most common motifs in the ancient world. 
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• And today, if you live in British Columbia, in places like Naramata or Oliver, 

where vineyards dominate the landscape, you could say the same.   
• Perhaps some of you have even visited Road 13 Vineyard near Oliver, or 

Bench 1775 in Naramata overlooking Okanagan Lake. 
• The concepts of “vine and vineyard” were imbedded in Mediterranean 

thought, literature, and tradition.  And these sacred images feature in the 
Jewish religion throughout the times of the Old and New Testament.  

• Telling of what God did for Israel, Psalm 8 says, Q: “8 You transplanted a vine 
from Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.  9 You cleared the 
ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.  10 The mountains were 
covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches.  11 Its branches 
reached as far as the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.” — Cf. Psalm 8:8-11 

• ILL — In Herod’s temple in Jerusalem… 
o Above the curtain to the Most Holy Place, there ‘grew’ a gigantic 

grapevine, constructed of pure gold, representing Israel. 
o And wealthy worshippers could present gifts of gold to add to this 

ever-growing ornamental grapevine. 
o <Slide> Jewish historian Josephus noted, Q: ‘Some of the grape 

clusters were “the height of a man.”’ 
o You see Israel often saw itself as the ‘privileged grapevine’ of God 

growing in the ‘choice soil’ of the Promised Land.  A splendid and 
vibrant nation, yes.  But, also, independent from God.   

o And therein lies a problem. 
• So when Jesus changes the ancient metaphor, and declares Himself “the true 

vine” (1), a significant ruckus would have ensued.   
• For proud Jews, who believed they could be, or were, God’s privileged 

grapevine or nation, in and of themselves, Jesus now claiming to take their 
place as the “true vine” would have incensed them.  ‘Blasphemer!’ 

• For precious others, who knew in their hearts they could never save 
themselves through keeping the law or temple worship, Jesus declaring 
Himself as the “true vine” and Source to connect to, was a ‘Game-Changer.’ 

2. <Slide> Two Kinds of Gardening (15:1b-3; 16) 
• ILL — This summer I was looking for things to do … 

o And decided to pretend to be a gardener.  C’mon, how hard can that 
be?!  So I tackled some of the things growing in our yard. 

o First I took on our massive cedar hedge. 
o Fired up my electric Black n’ Decker hedge-trimmer and hacked 

that hedge back for 7 hours.   
o Well, I think it’s dead now!   
o And so was I for about 3 days after that escapade! 
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o Then, a few weeks later, I attacked our pear tree.   
o Spent a morning up on my ladder with my big pruning sheers 

pruning every branch on that tree.   
o And at the moment, our pear tree’s looking rather glum! 

• <Slide> Our Heavenly Father is the Gardener Who tends the vine.   
• The goal?  For every branch to “bear fruit.”   
• And branches that stay connected to the vine will.   
• While branches not properly connected to the vine, and not bearing fruit, 

must be “cut off” (2a), in order to encourage the growth of the entire vine. 
• Even branches that do bear fruit must be pruned to become “even more 

fruitful.” (2b)  The Keeper of the Vine trims His branches to enhance their 
ability to fruit-bear.  With His pruning, the Gardener ensures His branches 
are able to bear “fruit that will last.” (16) 

• APP — This is a vital and sometimes painful process… 
o One I have often squawked or baulked at. 
o When my wife, or the Lord, exposes a flaw in my character or 

behaviour and wants to do some loving pruning, I tend to get angry 
and defensive.  Or, I feel hurt and defeated, rather than welcoming 
and cooperating with the deeper work of the Gardener. 

3. <Slide> Remain In Me (15:4-8) 
• Of vital importance, this word “remain” appears 8 times here in 4 verses.   
• Overall it appears 102 times in the New Testament.   
• John seems to fancy it; he uses “remain” 33 times.  
• It’s translated from the Greek word, meno, which means “to stay in a given 

place, state, relation or expectancy.  To abide, dwell, be present, stay 
connected to.”  Or, “To be held or kept continually.” 

• In our day of constantly shifting loyalties and ephemeral, here-today-gone-
tomorrow commitments and relationships, the concept of remaining in one 
place staying connected to some one long-term is often viewed as archaic, 
foreign, or at best, elusive. 

• To “remain” is to stay connected to Jesus as a branch is connected to its 
vine.  His words find a home in us (7), His ways guide our life, and we obey 
His commands.   

• And a primary way God reveals Himself to others and is glorified on earth is 
through the faithful witness of followers who remain connected to Him. (8) 

4. <Slide> Obey My Commands (15:9-11; 14) 
• Jesus’ call is motivated not by coercion, but by friendship and love. 
• “Remain in my love.” (9b)  “You are my friends if you do what I 

command.” (14)  Friendship with Jesus is characterized by obedience. 
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• Jesus is saying, Q: ‘A sign that you are my friend is that My thoughts, My 

words, My ways rub off on you.’   
• How can one tell if someone is a friend of Jesus?  If they do what Jesus does. 
• ILL — Now, as a father, I do appreciate it if/when my children listen to me. 

o However, their obedience doesn’t cause me to love them more.   
o I love them.  End of story.  But my heart is pleased when they obey. 

• A sweet by-product of obedience is “joy.”  (11)  Whenever there is willing 
obedience, both master and follower, parent and child, experience joy. 

5. <Slide> Love Each Other (15:12-17) 
• All other instructions are subsumed under this one command of Jesus, “Love 

each other.” (17)  Our love for God is verified by our love for others. 
• There is no greater litmus test for Christian faith than gauging our love for 

other people, and particularly our love for other Christ-followers — all sorts of 
other Christ-followers. 

• ILL — Christians in the early church lived for Jesus in a world that neither… 
o Understood them nor particularly welcomed their strange ways.   
o A prevailing commentary offered by outsiders about the early 

church community was this, Q: “See how they love each 
other.”  Their love, displayed across the vast demographics of 
society, did not make sense to people. 

o Tertullian of Carthage (c.ad 160–c.225) was a 2nd Century Church 
Father who wrote a letter to Rome to plead for justice for the church 
and to stand up for the gospel in the face of cruel opposition.   

o <Slide> In his letter, Tertullian contrasts Christian love with the 
depravities of Roman culture.  Here’s an excerpt… 

o Q: “They [Christians] are a body knit together as such by a common 
religious profession, by unity of discipline, and by the bond of a 
common hope.  Like a mother with a child at its breast, then, the 
church cares for its own in need.  They assemble together as a body.  
They confess their faith in the triune God and stand with their 
fellow Christians even at the cost of their own lives.  “See how 
they love each other” indeed, but see also how they live their 
lives in courageous holiness.”  — Tertullian Letter, AD 197 

o How well we love each other is a primary way the Christian Story is 
lived out in our lives and for our world to see. 

III.   Applications 
• Time to ‘land the plane’ now on a few application points. 
A. <Slide> There is no life apart from Jesus, our True Source. 
• In V5, Jesus says, Q: “Apart from me you can do nothing.”   
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• A chilling truth. As humans, life is actually drawn from a source outside 

ourselves.  Like one commentator puts it, Q: “No branch has life in itself; it is 
utterly dependent for life and fruitfulness on the vine to which it is attached.”                   
— D.A. Carson, p.516. 

• Jesus says, Q: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.”  “Now 
remain in my love.”  (9) 

• When we fail to tap into Jesus and His love, and attempt to ‘suck it’ from 
other places, we actually become a danger to self and others. 

• When we don’t stay connected to Jesus and His love, we instinctively try to 
‘acquire’ love from other sources far less healthy … from our work, 
achievements, power, habits, adventure, substances, sex, other people — or, 
from searching inside ourselves for something we can never find there.    

• This flies in the face our innate desire for independence and our world’s 
applauded value of self-sufficiency.  Still none of these other pursuits can 
truly satisfy or sustain.  We fool ourselves when we think otherwise. 

• Truth is: Jesus, and His love are our One True Source.   

• APP — I know if I don’t intentionally stay connected to Jesus… 
o I die quickly.  Like a branch not connected to its vine.   
o AQ:  So, how does one stay connected to Jesus? 
o Well, glad you asked!  Here are a few ways I’ve found helpful. 
o <Slide> 1) Worship music.  Calms me.  Touches my soul.  Keeps 

God’s truth in my head and on my lips. 
o 2) Starting my day with 15 minutes of Bible reading & Prayer.  

Grounds me in the True Source of strength and energy for my day. 
o 3) Sabbath.  Rest from work and electronics.  Reminds me my life is 

not primarily defined by my work or by my connection to others. 
o 4) Regular gatherings with other Christ-followers. 

� Severely muted these days, this habit of church is something I 
fear will get permanently lost during our global pandemic. 

o Some encouragement: with many of our rhythms disrupted, or gone 
all together, CoVID19 presents unique opportunities to assess our 
attachments — or, to rebuild them altogether!   

o Jesus alone sustains.  And Jesus never leaves us.  He’s right here. 
o We can, we must, attach ourselves primarily to Him! 

B. <Slide> Christian discipleship is about union with Christ. 
• The wording doesn’t capture fully all that’s involved in Christian salvation, 

but there is something simple and profound about that phrase from my 
childhood, “asking Jesus into your heart.”   

• In Cf. Galatians 2:20, Paul says, Q: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I now live in the body, I live by 
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faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Precious 
union with Jesus. 

• Yes Christian discipleship is a way of thinking — doctrine and truth, and it is 
a way of living — lifestyle and ethics, but Christian discipleship is primarily 
about supernatural encounter.  Void of experience, over time, religious 
doctrine and ethics lose their appeal and ability to sustain faith. 

• In the context of love and friendship, Jesus offers His followers spiritual 
union with Him.  Christ-followers are able to experience a life-giving 
connection with Jesus unlike anything else this world offers! 

• From the first disciples who encountered the risen Lord and were 
transformed, to the early believers carried by the presence of Jesus through 
the Holy Spirit, to leaders like John Wesley who, in the 18th Century, after 
years of study and Christian living, had his “heart strangely warmed” by the 
presence of God, it is only experiencing God’s presence that nourishes. 

• Flowing out of his own experience of the presence of God, our founder, A.B. 
Simpson, taught what he called the “whole gospel.”  And, called members of 
our movement Q: “…to fully discard the ‘old life’ and to receive Christ 
within oneself through the Spirit, in order to let him do the full work.”                  
— p. 180-1, Henry. 

• <Slide> John 15 suggests, flowing out of union with Jesus comes more 
effective prayer, Q: “The Father will give you whatever you ask.”  (16)   

• Staggering!  I believe staying connected to Jesus enables His followers to truly 
know His heart — and our desires can even harmonize with His! 

• John 15 also makes it clear that bolstered by a spiritual life within, followers 
of Jesus can bear “fruit that will last” (16) by becoming active 
participants in the mission of Jesus in our world.  

• Union with Jesus does not mean we live a life of  ‘holy exclusivity.’   
• No!  We can know, and be about the “master’s business” (15) here on earth by 

reaching out to others.   
• And, oh the joy participation in the mission of Jesus brings! 

C. <Slide> True hope comes from Jesus, the Root of Jesse. 
• John 15 marks a massive shift in salvation history.   
• The vine, Israel, gives way to Jesus, “the root of Jesse.”   
• Just as Isaiah had prophesied.  Cf. Isaiah 11 says, Q: “A shoot will come up 

from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.”  And, Q: 
“10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 
nations will rally to him.”  — Cf. Isaiah 11:1/10 
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• This the Apostle Paul affirms in cf. Romans 15, Q: “The Root of Jesse will 

spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles 
will hope.”  — Cf. Romans 15:12 

• Here’s the point: the people of God are to no longer be defined by land or 
temple or nationality, but by their connection to Jesus.  

• <Slide> And the Christmas Story reminds of what a compelling, earthy man 
He is.  Jesus comes from surprising bloodlines for a King: from the roots of 
Judah, Rahab, Ruth, Jesse, yes, and David … to name a few.   

• Look ‘em up!  They have stories that make your life seem tame!  
• The making of the “Root of Jesse” is a story only God could weave! 
• And this baby Jesus grows into a man Who becomes a Leader with the 

greatest ‘street-cred’ this world has ever seen! 
• A few days out from the cross, Jesus says, Q: “Greater love has no one than 

this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  (13)  Jesus talks about it.  Then 
He does it.  Lays down His life for us all.  What a gift of love! 

• And Jesus, the Root of Jesse, is the fulfillment of hope for all 
humanity. 

• Jesus is the Ultimate Vine from which the best wine flows.   
• God the Son’s blood poured out for all people makes it possible for 

relationship with our Creator to be restored, for all sin to be forgiven, for sin 
and death to be dealt a death-blow, for true hope, both now, and for eternity, 
when all that is broken in the universe will one day be fully restored.   

• This is the HOPE of Christmas!  Friends of NSAC, in this day when many of 
our regular connections are severely disrupted, may we embrace our one true 
HOPE that only comes from staying connected to Jesus.  Amen. 
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