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Week of Jan 27, 2019 — Committed: Influencing Culture

Introduction
Our vision is to grow more like Christ by embracing Him and all that He commands so 
that, as a community, we will influence our culture with the gospel.

• All the following discussion questions stem from the assumption that 
influencing our culture with the gospel is our role (our duty, obligation) as the 
church. 

° Do you agree? Why or why not?

Pastor Jonathan mentioned that many Christians are afraid to share the gospel—
perhaps out of fear of failure or making a mistake.

• Can anyone share when they’ve had an opportunity to speak up about their 
faith but backed down? What happened and why did you stop?

WHY share the gospel?
We share the gospel because it’s good news! It’s actually great news.

• Is it good news to you? What—specifically to you and your life—is so great 
about it?

• How would you articulate the “goodness” of the good news to a peer who 
didn’t know about Jesus and Christianity?

We talk about what we love. Enjoyment often overflows into praise. If we love and 
enjoy God, we will somewhat automatically talk about him and praise him as well.

• When was the last time you soaked in / basked in the love of Christ?

• Will you commit to do some “soaking” / reflecting this week? What will that 
look like for you? 

° Share concrete examples so others can have ideas, too.

HOW is the gospel shared?
Read Acts 1:4 and the beginning of Acts 1:8

• What did Jesus order the disciples to do? What were they to wait for?

Sometimes we try to do things on our own strength and don’t acknowledge the Holy 
Spirit’s role.
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• What are examples of how the church—or even we, as individuals—attempt 
to do things on our own strength? 

• Do you find this lack of dependence upon God’s power to be common in your 
own life? Why?

• What are some proactive measures we can do to ensure we don’t follow a 
self-sufficient path?

God has chosen to work through us as the church to spread his good news.

• Do you truly believe God works through ordinary people? Have you ever 
thought that ministry should be “left to the professionals”? If so, why do you 
suppose that is and what can be done about it?

Jonathan mentioned various “levels” of conversations we can have with those who 
don’t trust Christ yet (casual, meaningful, spiritual, etc)

• As a group, brainstorm some potential “openers” you could use to bring up a 
spiritual conversation. Who in the group will commit to trying one this week?

WHERE is the gospel shared?
Read the second half of Acts 1:8. Jonathan mentioned some modern day equivalents 
to Jerusalem, Judea & Samaria, and the ends of the earth

• If Jerusalem represents where you already are, who is in your “Jerusalem” 
that you could share the gospel with? In other words, who is in your sphere 
of influence that you could have a spiritual conversation with? Be specific. 

• How could you partner with any of MRBC’s local or global ministries? (Petals, 
Camp Qwanoes, missionaries, Casa Hogar, etc)

° What excites you about any of these opportunities mentioned?

Prayer

• Pray for the conversations that any in your group committed to having in the 
coming week. Pray also for any names that were brought up as people in 
your sphere(s) of influence. 

• Pray for a deep love and knowledge of God in your group and all of MRBC.

• Pray for the opportunity and ability to share the gospel effectively.

• Pray that MRBC would be part of the “1%” churches who experience growth 
through new believers, not just church transfer.

• Confess any self-sufficiency and unbelief that may be lingering in our lives.


