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Carol Service -              Sunday 15th December 7pm 
 
 

Family Nativity Service      Christmas Eve 4:30pm 
 

 
Christmas Eve Service         Christmas Eve 8 pm 
 

 
Christmas Morning -                Christmas Day 10am 
 
 



Looking forward with expectation 

 
 
How does your heart feel when you realise that it is less than one 
month to go to Christmas? Do you groan and think about all the 
things that you need to get done in such a short space of time? Are 

you excited about the opportunities for spending time with family and friends? Do you 
start to make a list of all the food that you need to buy or prepare? How do you feel as 
you look forward to Christmas? 
 
Looking forward is a key part of the Advent journey each year through December 
towards Christmas. But in Advent, we are looking forward not just to the Christmas 
celebrations of the birth of Christ but also looking forward to much greater things – to 
the end of time, when all shall be complete and the love and justice of God will be 
revealed in completeness. And perhaps it is worth asking the same question about this 
as I asked about looking forward to Christmas – how does your heart feel? When people 
talk of the Last Judgement and the end of time, do you groan and want to change the 
subject? Or do you look forward with hope and expectation? 
 
Ideally, our looking forward in Advent should be filled with expectation and even 
excitement, for what we are looking forward to is something that can lift our spirits and 
renew our energy. We look forward with expectation to the time when suffering and 
tears will be no more; to the time when injustice and oppression will be no more; to the 
time when the earth will be healed of all that has been inflicted upon it by our human 
actions. 
 
Too often, even in churches, we let our looking forward be filled with anxiety and fear; 
we tend to focus on all the bad things that can happen, and this means that things like 
hope and joy are squeezed out. May this Advent truly be a season of joyful expectation 
that fills your hearts with hope and light. 
 

“Come let us adore him – Christ the Lord!” 
 

David 
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Georgina Rosewall, the last surviving founding member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 257 in Lantzville, lays a wreath on behalf of Queen Elizabeth II 
during the Remembrance ceremony at Huddlestone Park 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe Church 

The Safe Church program provides training to help ensure our churches are places of safety 

from the harm of misconduct that can occur in situations when there is an imbalance of 

power. It involves both clergy and lay volunteers (e.g. wardens, treasurers, youth-workers, 

musicians, and Sunday school teachers.) 

We did it again! Roberta and I once again received our certificates for participating in      

Safe Church, 

the first time 

was 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We would love to have the help of some of our Church family to become 

Greeters/Sidespeople. 

This we feel is one of the very nicest of tasks within the church 

As sidesperson you are the welcoming committee.  

You need to be there around 9:30 in order to be ahead of the crowds, ready to hand out the 

appropriate books and leaflets. 

 As the service starts, close the front doors, bring the hamper to the back of the church, and the 

collection plates. I like to keep the back doors open so people can go in and out without 

commotion. Sit at the back. 

Once the service has started, count heads and post the number just inside the ‘musicians’ door. 

No point doing it too soon – there are always latecomers. 

 During the offertory hymn both sidespeople start at the front and work backwards with the 

collection plates. 

All the money goes in a purple velvet bag on one of the plates. At the end of the hymn one 

sidesperson carries the money to give to the server while the other brings the hamper up to be 

blessed.  

After the blessing you put the hamper up against the altar. Then make sure the kneelers are in 

place. 

 One sidesperson oversees the congregation as they go up 

for communion, ending with the two of you. After which 

you move the kneelers to one side so David and the server 

can step safely down as they recess to the back of the 

church. 

At the end of the last hymn you head out ready to open the 

doors, gather up and put away all the books, pamphlets, 

leaflets, bulletins etc. etc.  

As the church empties, do a sweep of the pews to gather 

up any books etc. left behind. 

No age barriers!! 

 

Please contact either Jane or Yvonne to offer your help 

  

 



Susan Lancaster 
Sue and I started off life next door to each other in 

1940. I was in my baby carriage and she was a 
toddler. After the war we were all back in Tees Side 
where I spent much time with her sister Gillian and 

Sue. Sue’s family moved to Port Sunlight and 
thereafter we spent various holidays with them, the 

first in 1949 in the Yorkshire Dales, the second in 
North Wales in 1950 and the last one in West Wales 
in 1951 where Sue managed to get us all locked out 

of the house trailer one day and the key was inside 
and it was pouring rain!! The two fathers managed 

to unscrew the door as the hinges were on the 
outside of the door!  
Sue loved acting and spent a year with The 

Nottingham Repertory Company at the age of 
seventeen years and was their general gopher. At 

eighteen she trained as a secretary. Sue was 
always adventurous and off she went to Canada in 1960 when she was twenty one 
where she ended up in Edmonton and married Joe in 1962.  Sue and I met up in 

Morden Manitoba in 1967,  Mike and I were on our way back to Fredericton on the 
train from Vancouver and we stopped off in Winnipeg  and stayed with Sue and 

family, Richard 13 months old and Michael 1 month old, she had her hands full!  We 
moved to Winnipeg in 1968 and Sue and Joe also moved there a few months later, 

Joe was doing his PHD. They left in 1971 and moved to Ottawa and then to 
Vancouver. Sue eventually married Denis in 1987.  
Our paths crossed again in 1990 when my sister and I were in Vancouver and again 

in 1994 when we came to stay and do some house hunting here. Sue and Denis 
were of enormous help to us and we did buy a house. We moved out here in 1997, 

meanwhile Sue and Denis had gone back to Wales in 1995 and eventually came 
back in 2000. We spent quite a bit of time with them and had a good time. 
Sue was kind, impulsive and had the biggest 

heart in the world, she was of great comfort 
and support when Mike died. We were in the 

same bridge group and bible study group. Sue 
had a strong religious faith. It was entirely 
thanks to Sue that I started coming to Church 

again. I have so much to thank Sue for this 
incident in my life. Sue was full of enthusiasm 

for life and my mother was very fond of her as 
a child and my mother was by no means fond 
of everybody!  You will be greatly missed by 

not only me but by many other people who 
knew you and loved you. It has been a 

privilege to have shared some of your life. 
Thank you. 
Anne Henderson 



 

 
 

CoCoSI in El Salvador 
 

In 1999, Brenda René Hubbard was a physiotherapist at the Rehabilitation Centre in 

the community of Santa Marta, El Salvador. With the support of other staff who 
worked with people and had knowledge of HIV and AIDS, she trained and informed 

others of the risks, prevention techniques and how to challenge the stigma that 
surrounded HIV. With local youth she founded CoCoSI and today the organization is 

one of the country’s leading human rights defenders. In 2010 CoCoSI received a 
Red Ribbon Award from the United Nations HIV and AIDS program recognizing its 
commitment to HIV and AIDS awareness. PWRDF supports CoCoSI in its work 

teaching young people through classes, workshops and radio programs about HIV 
and AIDS, inequality, gender-based violence, discrimination, bullying and hate 

crimes against people of non-conforming genders. Team members provide 
transportation and food costs so that everyone can participate. They also provide 
funds to people living with HIV and AIDS to cover monthly medical appointments, 

antiretroviral and other medications and make home and hospital visits. PWRDF is 
proud to support CoCoSI as it makes a world of difference in El Salvador. 

 

 

In this year’s PWRDF Advent devotions, four theologians and writers offer unique 

reflections as they connect the Advent themes of hope, peace, joy and love, to their 
ministries: 

Sign up to receive PWRDF reflections in your inbox daily during Advent 



The continuing Adventures of Don and Roberta Peterson 
 

 

In October, we went to visit Erik, Kirsten, Ari 

and Vaughn in Bucharest, Romania. 

Erik and Kirsten teach at the American 

International School of Bucharest “AISB”. 

During our visit, Ari had her fifth Birthday and 

Vaughn is approaching his third. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While in Romania, we went to Bran 

Castle for a day trip (ha! a  vampire 

joke).  We also  

visited Ploesti, Snagov, Brasov, Rasnov, 

Viscri,Peles Castle and Targoviste, all 

must see  

Romanian destinations. 

 

 

 

 

Jane and Yvonne would like to let you know that we are 
as ever, looking for volunteers for the various little jobs 
around and within the Church. We thank Bill Poppy and 
Caleb Lawrence for taking on rolls as server, Chalice 
bearers and readers. We really need more sidespeople and 
would welcome readers, Chalice bearers, and prayers of 
the people. 



Still a few PWRDF Christmas Cards left! Order online,  

call or ask Maureen Lawrence 

 

 

PWRDF’S 2019 Christmas cards are a beautiful way to spread the good news about 

The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund, and to support our work around the 

world and in Canada. Minimum donation of $25 per pack of 12 cards suggested. NEW 

THIS YEAR: We are accepting donations online through our secure payment platform. 

Visit our website to order yours today. 

Advent Sundays at St. Philip By-the-Sea 

  

Hope - Sunday, Dec 1st - Hamperville Sunday:  For the first Advent Sunday, 

we are asking you to consider bringing either a financial or food donation towards 

Hamperville. This supports the Christmas hampers that are provided to families to help 

them celebrate the holiday season. Please remember that for every dollar that is donated, 

Loaves and Fishes is able to obtain almost $6 worth of food. 

Please make your cheque payable to St. Philip By-The-Sea and make a note in the memo 

line that it is to go to “Hamperville” for this collection. If you would like to know more about 

Hamperville and also see how you might volunteer to help, please check out their website: 

Hamperville Nanaimo 

 

Peace - Sunday, Dec 8th - Toy Drive Sunday: For the second Advent Sunday, 

we are asking you to consider bringing an unwrapped gift, book, game, puzzle or 

craft project for children aged newborn to teenager for the annual Toy Drive. 

Often gifts for the teenagers are the ones most needed. When in doubt, a gift 

certificate or financial donation is welcomed and allows the Toy Drive Elves in 

Santa’s Workshop to purchase items that are most needed closer to the 

distribution days. Please make your cheque payable to St. Philip By-The-Sea 

https://pwrdf.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd68520dd579058905b430cee&id=5f8c32bb02&e=c67b66a9fa


and make a note in the memo line that it is to go to the “Toy Drive” for this collection. For 

more details about the Toy Drive, see their website: Nanaimo Toy   Drive 

Joy - Sunday, Dec 15th – Skivvies, Socks and Blankets Sunday: For the fourth Advent 

Sunday, we are asking you to consider purchasing new, still in their packages, men’s and/or 

women’s underwear and/or warm socks. Alternatively, you could purchase a warm blanket 

or hats and gloves. These items will be provided to local shelters to be distributed to those 

in need at this time of year. 

 

Love – Sunday, Dec 22nd - PWRDF Sunday (The Primate’s World Relief 

and Development Fund). The funds collected will be donated towards items in 

the PWRDF’s gift-giving catalogue by the Outreach Group, which includes 

Maureen Lawrence. Please make your cheque payable to St. Philip By-The-Sea 

and make a note in the memo line that it is to go to the “PWRDF” for this 

collection. For more details about the PWRDF and how it shares God’s love to 

those around the world, please visit their website: https://pwrdf.org/ 

 

 
 

The Christmas Decorations” by E.V. Lucas 
(E.V. Lucas (1868-1938) was an English humourist and writer, who was a frequent 

contributor to Punch magazine at the start of the 1900’s. “The Christmas Decorations” was 

first published in1907 and gives us a humorous insight into how an Anglican church of 100 

years ago might have prepared for the Christmas services.) 

I 

The Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter to his curate, the Rev. Arthur Starling 

DEAR STARLING, I am sorry to appear to be running away at this busy season, but a 

sudden call to London on business leaves me no alternative. I shall be back on Christmas 

Eve for certain, perhaps before. You must keep an eye on the decorations and see that none 

of our helpers get out of hand. I have serious doubts as to Miss Green. 

Yours, L. L. 

II 

Mrs. Clibborn to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

DEAR RECTOR, I think we have got over the difficulty which we were talking of Mr. Lulham's 

red hair and the discord it would make with the crimson decorations. Maggie and Popsy and 

I have been working like slaves and have put up a beautiful and effectual screen of 

evergreen which completely obliterates the keyboard and organist. I think you will be 

delighted. Mr. Starling approves most cordially. 

Yours sincerely, MARY CLIBBORN 

III 

Miss Pitt to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

MY DEAR MR. LIDBETTER, We are all so sorry you have been called away, a strong guiding 

hand being never more needed. You will remember that it was arranged that I should have 

sole charge of the memorial window to Colonel Soper we settled it just outside the Post 

Office on the morning that poor Blades was kicked by the Doctor's pony. Well, Miss Lockie 

now says that Colonel Soper's window belongs to her, and she makes it impossible for me 

to do anything. I must implore you to write to her putting it right, or the decorations will be 

ruined. Mr. Starling is kind, but quite useless. 

Yours sincerely, VIRGINIA PITT 

https://pwrdf.org/


IV 

Miss Lockie to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

MY DEAR MR. LIDBETTER, I am sorry to have to trouble you in your enforced rest, but the 

interests of the church must not be neglected, and you ought to know that Miss Pitt not only 

insists that the decoration of Colonel Soper's window was entrusted to her, but prevents me 

carrying it out.  If you recollect, it was during tea at Mrs. Millstone's that it was arranged 

that I should be responsible for this window. A telegram to Miss Pitt would put the matter 

right at once. Dear Mr.Starling is always so nice, but he does so lack firmness. 

Yours sincerely, MABEL LOCKIE 

V 

Mrs. St. John to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

DEAR RECTOR, I wish you would let Miss Green have a line about the decoration of the 

pulpit. Itis no use any of us saying anything to her since she went to the Slade School and 

acquired artistic notions, but a word from you would work wonders. What we all feel is that 

the pulpit should be bright and gay, with some cheerful texts on it, a suitable setting for you 

and your helpful Christmas sermon, but Miss Green's idea is to drape it entirely in black 

muslin and purple, like a lying-instate. 

One can do wonders with a little cotton-wool and a few yards of Turkey twill, but she will 

not understand this. How with all her Impressionist ideas she got permission to decorate the 

pulpit at all I cannot think, but there it is, and the sooner she is stopped the better. Poor Mr. 

Starling drops all the hints he can, but she disregards them all. 

Yours sincerely, CHARLOTTE ST. JOHN 

VI 

Miss Olive Green to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

DEAR MR. LIDBETTER, I am sure you will like the pulpit. I am giving it the most careful 

thought, and there is every promise of a scheme of austere beauty, grave and solemn and 

yet just touched with a note of happier fulfilment. For the most part you will find the 

decorations quite conventional holly and evergreens, the old terrible cotton-wool snow on 

crimson background. But I am certain that you will experience a thrill of satisfied surprise 

when your eyes alight upon the simple gravity of the pulpit's drapery and its flowing 

sensuous lines. It is so kind of you to give me this opportunity to realize some of my artistic 

self. Poor Mr. Starling, who is entirely Victorian in his views of art, has been talking to me 

about gay colours, but my work is done for you and the few who can understand. 

Yours sincerely, OLIVE GREEN 

VII 

Mrs. Millstone to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

DEAR RECTOR, just a line to tell you of a delightful device I have hit upon for the 

decorations. Cotton-wool, of course, makes excellent snow, and rice is sometimes used, on 

gum, to suggest winter too. But I have discovered that the most perfect illusion of a white 

rime can be obtained by wetting the leaves and then sprinkling flour on them. I am going to 

get all the others to let me finish off everything like that on Christmas Eve (like varnishing-

day at the Academy, my husband says), when it will be all fresh for Sunday. Mr. Starling, 

who is proving himself such a dear, is delighted 

with the scheme. I hope you are well in that dreadful foggy city. 

Yours sincerely, ADA MILLSTONE 

VIII 

Mrs. Hobbs, charwoman, to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

HONOURED SIR, I am writing to you because Hobbs and me despair of getting any justice 

from the so-called ladies who have been turning the holy church of St. Michael and all 

Angels into a Covent Garden market. To sweep up holly and other green stuff I don't mind, 

because I have heard you say year after year that we should all do our best at Christmas to 

help each other. I always hold that charity and kindness are more than ruby’s, but when it 

comes to flour, I say no. If you would believe it, Mrs. Millstone is first watering the holly and 



the laurel to make it wet, and then sprinkling flour on it to look like hoar frost, and the mess 

is something dreadful, all over the cushions and carpet. To sweep up ordinary dust I don't 

mind, more particularly as it is my paid work and bounden duty; but unless it is made worth 

my while Hobbs says I must say no. 

We draw the line at sweeping up dough. Mr. Starling is very kind, but as Hobbs says you 

are the founding head. 

Awaiting a reply, I am, your humble servant, MARTHA HOBBS 

IX 

Mrs.Vansittart to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

DEAR RECTOR, If I am late with the north windows you must understand that it is not my 

fault, but Pedder's. He has suddenly and most mysteriously adopted an attitude of hostility 

to his employers (quite in the way one has heard of gardeners doing), and nothing will 

induce him to cut me any evergreens, which he says he cannot spare. The result is that 

poor Horace and Mr. Starling have to go out with lanterns after Pedder has left the garden 

and cut what they can and convey it to the church by stealth. I think we shall manage fairly 

well but thought you had better know in case the result is not equal to your anticipation. 

Yours sincerely, GRACE VANSITTART 

X 

Mr. Lulham, organist, to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter 

DEAR SIR, I shall be glad to have a line from you authorising me to insist upon the removal 

of a large screen of evergreens which Mrs. Clibborn and her daughters have erected by the 

organ. 

There seems to be an idea that the organ is unsightly, although we have had no complaints 

hitherto, and the effect of this barrier will be to interfere very seriously with the choral part 

of the service. 

Mr. Starling sympathizes with me but has not taken any steps. 

Believe me, yours faithfully, WALTER LULHAM 

The Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter to Mrs. Lidbetter 

MY DEAREST HARRIET, I am having, as I expected, an awful time with the decorations, and 

I send you a batch of letters and leave the situation to you. Miss Pitt had better keep the 

Soper window. Give the Lockie girl one of the autograph copies of my Narrow Path, with a 

reference underneath my name to the chapter on self-sacrifice and tell her how sorry I am 

that there has been a misunderstanding. Mrs. Hobbs must have an extra half-a-crown, and 

the flouring must be discreetly discouraged on the ground of waste of food material. Assure 

Lulham that there shall be no barrier, and then tell Mrs. Clibborn that the organist has been 

given a pledge that nothing should intervene between his music and the congregation. I am 

dining with the Lawsons tonight, and we go afterwards to His Majesty's, I think. Your 

devoted, L. 
 

 

 

 

Need a handy man? Call Ron! 

 Skilled woodworker, painter, and yard work 

Call 250-619-2259 

                     Or email at rsdowney51@gmail.com  

 

mailto:rsdowney51@gmail.com


CHANGING UNDERSTANDINGS OF ADVENT 
by Caleb Lawrence 

 
Advent – the word means “The coming or arrival of something or someone that is important 

or worthy of note.” We use it, for example, when we say. “the advent of the computer age” 

– something which has changed our lives in a very significant way. 

We also use the word in the Church, not so much in reference to an event, but to a season. 

This is the Season of Advent, the beginning of a new Christian Year (as opposed to the 

Calendar year which begins on January 1st). Through the four Sundays of the Advent 

Season, we look ahead to the coming of Jesus, the Saviour of the world.  

In today’s Church, we think of Jesus’ first coming, his birth in the stable in Bethlehem. But 

when I was a child growing up, the emphasis was more on the Second Coming, when Christ 

would come again at the end of the world. It was a very different kind of Season. The 

theme of the four Sundays of Advent were of preparation for the last things, not of the 

coming celebration of something wonderfully new. Heaven, hell, death and judgement – 

those were the sermon topics of Advent at that time. It was an austere and solemn season. 

No Christmas carols, no decorations, no Christmas trees – not until Christmas Eve. For a 

child sitting in church on those Advent Sundays the feeling was one of anxiousness, as we 

contemplated the end of the world. 

Even childhood thoughts of Santa Claus echoed this uncertainty. Remember the early 

version of the once popular song, “Here comes Santa Claus”, with the refrain and words …? 

“You’d better watch out, you’d better not cry,  

You’d better be good; I’m telling you why  

– Santa Claus is coming to town! 

 

He sees you when you’re sleeping, 

He knows when you’re awake, 

He knows if you’ve been bad or good, 

So be good, for goodness sake!” 

 

Thankfully, that has all changed. Now, the emphasis is on a happy expectation. The Advent 

topics in most churches these days are Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, themes reflecting God’s 

gift of a Son who would change the world for the better. As we look forward to celebrating 

the birth of the baby Jesus, who would grow and develop to be the perfection of all that it 

means to be human, we are invited to become like Jesus as we reflect and act on each 

Sunday’s theme. 

 

On the first Sunday (December 1st) the theme is one of hope. We are challenged to bring 

and share hope with those in special need in our area through our support of Hamperville. 

On the following Sunday we think of peace and how we can work for a peaceful world for 

children. It is a children’s gift opportunity, not of toy guns or games of violence but those 

things which will be cherished, appreciated and shared in happy playtime. 

The Third Sunday of Advent, on the theme of joy, we are asked to provide special “skivvy” 

gifts of underwear, socks, gloves or a warm blanket. These gifts will be provided to the 

homeless shelters around the city and given to those in need. At this time of year, gifts such 

as this are both thoughtful and much appreciated – and share quiet joy among some of the 

neediest people around us. 

The final Sunday in this year’s Advent Season ushers us into the week of Christmas, and the 

opportunity to share love beyond our immediate area – to those in the wider world. The 

pathway to this is through the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund. Cash gifts 

made through offerings on this Sunday will be used by the Outreach Group for items listed 

on the gift giving catalogue received in the latest copies of the Anglican Journal. (If you 



make a gift by cheque on the offering plate, please make it payable to St. Philip-by-the-Sea 

Parish but designate it for PWRDF.) 

So here we are, in another Season of Advent, so different from my early memories of the 

Season in both church and society over 70 years ago. I look forward to the days ahead, and 

to all that follows in the Christmas Season and beyond and hope you will too!  

 

 

 

 

Christmas Brunch 
 

“On December 7th, St. Philip’s Ladies’ Group will hold their third 

annual Christmas Brunch, Bake Sale and Bazaar. We will need 

the help of a few people able to stack the chairs in the hall and 

bring out the tables. This will happen at 9am on Dec 6th. We will 

also need the same help to clean-up and put the church back 

together at about 3:30 on Dec 7th after the Xmas Tea. Ladies 

and Gentlemen, we will be looking for homemade baking, 

preserves and goodies for the bake table. You can drop it off 

Mon, Wed, and Thurs in the morning at the church or Fri from 9 

until about 2. Sat from 9 to 10 

We’ll be cooking frittatas including veggie/gluten free ones; The 

idea of coming to a ‘brunch’ seems to have appealed to some of 

the gentlemen in the parish, and we are pleased to serve 

everyone with a good hearty meal.  Once again, this year, we 

are preparing the ‘Frittatas’ and will serve each customer, at their table, with a healthy 

portion together with slices of tomato and fruit as well as croissants Coffee/tea and juice will 

also be   served.   

 

The Ladies Group would like to thank everyone who 

donated baking for the bake sale, plus items for the bazaar 

tables.   
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