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Welcome
Opening Sentence
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
Matthew 5:4

Opening Prayer
We meet in the Name of Jesus Christ, who died and was raised to
the glory of God the Father. Grace and mercy be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, the maker and redeemer of all, grant us, with your servant
David and all the faithful departed, the sure benefits of your Son’s
saving passion and glorious resurrection; that in the last day, when
you gather up all things in Christ, we may with them enjoy the
fullness of your promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever
and ever. Amen.

Hymn – ‘How Great Thou Art’
Words of Remembrance

Lisa Ritsema
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First Reading: Romans 8:31-39

Vanessa Ritsema

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—
more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For
your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as
sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; / I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures. / He leads me beside still
waters.
He restores my soul. / He leads me in paths of righteousness for
his Name's sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, / for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
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You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; /
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Gospel: John 11:17-27

Lisa Ritsema

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles
off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in
the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever
you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the
world.”

Message

The Rev. Chris Dow

Hymn: ‘Amazing Grace’
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Response: Lord, in your mercy / Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Commendation
Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, where sorrow
and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. You
only are immortal, the creator and maker of all; and we are mortal,
formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you
ordain when you created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust
you shall return.” All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the
grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Give rest, O
Christ, to your servants with your saints, where sorrow and pain
are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Blessing
Announcements
Hymn – ‘Lift High the Cross’
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