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One morning this last week I was making breakfast when Elliana came upstairs and 
said: “I wish it wasn’t COVID because, remember that guy who dresses up like Santa in 
the mall?  I’d like to ask him a few questions.” 
 
That was intriguing to me because I’ve got a few questions I’d like to ask Santa too.  So 
I bit: “What would you ask?” 
 
“Well, the last time I met Santa, I sat on his knee and he said: “Little girl, have you been 
good this year?”  And I replied “Yes.”  And then he gave me a candy cane.  But I didn’t 
feel great about that answer because I’m pretty nasty to my brothers sometimes.  And 
so I’d like to ask him why he rewards kids for lying?” 
 
It’s a good question.  I wonder what the guy at the mall would say.  But Santa is an 
interesting character.  And if you study him you see the makings of a modern myth. 
 
So the story begins in the fourth century in a place called Myra which is in modern day 
Turkey.  And it began with a bishop named Nicholas who had a reputation for helping 
the poor.  One time there were three poor sisters whose father didn’t have money for 
doweries.  So Nicolas, a little creepily, snuck into their house at night and left three 
small bags of money behind.  Another time he helped a wrongfully accused prisoner 
escape the death penalty.  So in general Nicolas was an upstanding citizen and 
exemplary Jesus follower. 
 
And he became hugely popular over the centuries as the patron saint of travel and gift 
giving until the Reformation made honouring Saints passe.  But parents still needed 
someone to blame for handing out the gifts.  So all across Europe stories of Father 
Christmas and Pere Noel began popping up.  And in Germany the gift giver was called 
“Christkind” who was a golden-haired baby with wings.  
 
In the 1830’s English speaking Americans changed the Christkind to Kris Kringle, and 
then when some Dutch immigrants combined him with St. Nicolas and he became the 
hybrid Sinterklaas or Santa Claus. 
 
In 1931 Coke made Santa a mascot of capitalism and now this kind old elf with a weight 
problem lives at the North Pole, drives flying reindeer and commits B&E’s in good kids’ 
houses all around the world to everyone’s joy.  Merry Christmas. 
… 
So today is the first Sunday of Advent and we are starting a new series called “A 
Reasonable Christmas.”  If you aren’t familiar with Advent this is a church word that 
means waiting and expectation, and refers both to the period of time leading up to the 
birth of Christ 2000 years ago as well as to today as we wait for Jesus’ return. 
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And the return of Christ isn’t just a peripheral idea such that if Jesus returns one day 
that’s great.  No!  It’s an essential part of our faith. 
 
So if you’ve ever sat down with me to talk theology you know that one of my main 
passions is something called “essential theology.”  And essential theology is made up of 
all the things in scripture that you have to believe in order to be a Jesus follower – in 
order to be saved. 
 
Now you might think that would be a big topic, but there are actually just a few things 
that make up the realm of essential theology.  And these are things Christians all 
around the world agree on.  So for example the divinity of Jesus is essential theology.  If 
you don’t believe that Jesus is both God and man then you aren’t a Christian.  This is an 
essential theology. 
 
And there is the sinfulness of humanity.  This is the idea that all of us are sinners who 
need a Savior.  If you think you are awesome and don’t need a Saviour then you simply 
aren’t a Jesus Follower.   
 
Faith in Jesus’ death on our behalf for our salvation and His subsequent bodily 
resurrection are matters of essential theology.  People get saved by grace through faith 
in what Jesus has done for us not by our own good works.  Christians all agree. 
 
And similarly, when we focus once a year on Advent we aren’t “getting into the spirit of 
Christmas” – whatever that might mean.  We are digging into one of the central 
convictions of our faith – Jesus is coming back.   
 
And especially in a time like the one we find ourselves in now it is essential for us to 
keep our eyes on this fact.  And the Gospels are full of these stories.   
 
So the Master left on a trip and gave talents or resources to His servants.  And He’s 
coming back and expects a return on His investment so it matter what we do.  Or the 
Bridegroom is a long time in coming but He expects His servants to have their lamps lit 
when He arrives, but some people’s are going out.  Don’t let that be you. 
 
Jesus’ imminent but unpredictable return is the motivation that has powered Jesus’ 
followers to live for His glory for the last 2000 years.   
 
So I love Advent because it is the time of the year when we remind ourselves that 
focusing on Christ is the right perspective.  And we need this right now. 
 
Friends, the world is so polarized.  It’s full of maskers and anti-maskers, vaxers and 
anti-vaxers, lockdowners and anti-lockdowners, reset, no reset.  And there are whole 
worldviews wrapped up in these debates.  But none of these worldviews are our 
worldview.  Our worldview centers on Christ.  He’s in control.  He’s coming back.   
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Now, is Satan at work in the world right now?  Yes.  Does he have some diabolical 
plans to mess you up?  Yes.  But his plan is not to get you to wear a mask or not.  Or 
get a vax or not.  Or comply with a lockdown or not.  His plan is to trick you into shifting 
your focus from Christ to anything else.  Don’t let him win. 
… 
Alright, grab your Bible if it’s sitting on the coffee table beside you, or open it if it’s on 
your phone, to Luke chapter 2.  In the midst of the craziness of the world we live in let 
God’s word draw you in to the reasonableness of Christmas.  Would you stand with 
me?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Luke 2:1-7] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Now for most of us this is a familiar passage.  And when anything gets familiar it’s 
difficult to actually hear what it says. 
 
But what I want us to get our heads around today is that what is most remarkable about 
this story is how unremarkable it is.  You see, Luke records the birth of God in a mere 7 
verses.  And Luke isn’t particularly short winded.  In fact Luke is the longest book in the 
New Testament with over 1150 verses.  And together with Acts which is just over 1000 
verses this means Luke wrote a quarter of the New Testament.  So the guy could talk.  
And yet he spends only seven verses describing Jesus’ birth.1 
 
And what he says is remarkably unremarkable.  In fact the delivery is so unremarkable 
that it isn’t even mentioned at all.  And when it comes to the births of divine characters 
this is strange.   
 
In Hinduism the creator god Brahma, who makes the whole world, is born from a lotus 
flower that emerges from the navel of Vishnu.  Athena, the goddess of war was born by 
breaking out of Zeus’ head.  And this is the way myths of heroic and divine characters 
start.  Either that or there is no story at all.  Like no one cares how Santa was born. 
 
But Luke’s story is totally different.  Instead of a mystically fantastic story like we would 
expect, Luke’s story is steeped in reason.  And this isn’t an accident.  So Luke’s Gospel 
begins with these words: 

Many people have set out to write accounts about the events that have been 

fulfilled among us. They used the eyewitness reports circulating among us from 

the early disciples. Having carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I 
also have decided to write an accurate account for you, most honorable 
Theophilus, so you can be certain of the truth of everything you were taught. 
(Luke 1:1-4) 

 

 
1 Outline adapted from Alistair Begg https://www.truthforlife.org/resources/sermon/birth-jesus-christ-part-
one/ (Accessed November 24, 2020 

https://www.truthforlife.org/resources/sermon/birth-jesus-christ-part-one/
https://www.truthforlife.org/resources/sermon/birth-jesus-christ-part-one/
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Luke is a doctor and a historian.  He traveled around with Paul in the early years so he 
knew people like Peter and James and John and Jesus’ mom.  And he interviewed 
these people in order to write an ‘accurate’ or ‘orderly’ account of the life of Jesus.  And 
he did this because he wants us to be certain about what we’ve been taught.  He wants 
us to know that the story of Jesus isn’t like other myths about gods and heroes.  Jesus’ 
story actually happened. 
 
So verse 1 starts “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree…”  Luke’s first job is 
to set Jesus’ story in the political context of Caesar Augustus.  And everyone knew this 
guy.  He ruled for 44 years from 30BC to 14AD.  And he did a great job.  He was an 
organizational genius, and so managed to reign in an unruly empire and lead it into a 
period we remember to this day as the Pax Romana – Peace in Rome. 
 
And this is the context Christianity was born into.  And this is significant.  You see, if 
there was no peace in Rome people would not have been able to travel.  So just 30 
years earlier people didn’t just journey from one city to another – it was a big deal. 
 
Now who cares?  Well, there’s a miracle here.  You see God selected this very specific 
time to come to earth because 700 years earlier He had spoken through the prophet 
Micah saying: 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
    are only a small village among all the people of Judah. 
Yet a ruler of Israel, 
    whose origins are in the distant past, 
    will come from you on My behalf. (Micah 5:2) 

 
The Messiah is going to be born in Bethlehem.  The problem is that only a few hundred 
people live in Bethlehem and Mary and Joseph aren’t them.  They live in Nazareth.   
 
But here’s what Luke is doing; he’s setting the miraculous in the context of the 
mundane.  And he is doing this in order to show us we have a reasonable faith.  “Here 
is how God enabled the prophecies to come true.”  And it’s not a lotus flower or an 
explosion out of someone’s head, it’s a census and a tax audit.  There is noting less 
spectacular or more reasonable than that.   
 
Caesar wants his people to be counted in their ancestral hometowns.  And every man in 
Rome has to do what he says – it would have been just men who got counted.  And 
that’s how Joseph ended up in Bethlehem.   
… 
But this isn’t just a nice story.  Luke wants us to see that Jesus was born into is a real, 
historical, reasonable context.  Yes, Jesus’ story is miraculous, but it’s not a myth.  And 
Luke painstakingly works to establish this over and over. 
 
So a chapter later when he is going to tell us about John the Baptist he writes: 
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It was now the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, the Roman emperor. 
Pontius Pilate was governor over Judea; Herod Antipas was ruler over Galilee; 
his brother Philip was ruler over Iturea and Traconitis; Lysanias was ruler over 

Abilene. Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests. At this time a message from 

God came to John… (Luke 3:1-2) 
 
The miraculous and the mundane.  Luke’s point is “this actually happened.”  And the 
result is your faith in Jesus has a reasonable foundation. 
… 
And Luke doesn’t just give us a political context, he gives us a social one as well. 
 
So in verse 4 Joseph packs up and heads from Nazareth to Bethlehem, the town of 
David because that’s his family line.  And he goes here with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. 
 
Now this verse is packed with meaning that isn’t accidentally recorded.  So the words 
“pledged to be married” or another translation reads: “betrothed” refer to a very specific 
period in the lives of first-century couples.  So they aren’t married, which means they 
weren’t living together – they aren’t having sex.  But they are more than engaged. 
 
The betrothal period began with a formal agreement that these two people were going 
to get married.  But that marriage wouldn’t happen for several months.  And during this 
time the groom would go away and build a room on his father’s house.  And when that 
was finished he would show up, and officially collect his bride and bring her home.  
There would be a big party and they would be married.   
 
But this party hadn’t happened yet, and that was awkward because Mary was very 
pregnant – like all the way pregnant.  Of course it’s hard to be only partially pregnant.  
But in first century Jewish culture when this happened to a woman it was grounds for 
stoning.   
 
And so Jo packs Mary up because he can’t leave her in Nazareth to fend for herself.  
The angel he bumped into a few months back had been pretty specific about taking 
care of this girl.  So he does.  And this is why Mary is in Bethlehem when she goes into 
labour. 
 
So Luke is saying “Go look this up in the public registry of Bethlehem.  These are real 
people from a real place.   
… 
And on and on the mundane details go.  And there is no vagueness.  Instead we get 
seemingly useless fact after fact but each of these pieces of historical evidence paint a 
very intentional picture: Jesus’ story is full of the miraculous, but it’s reasonable to place 
your faith in Him because this stuff actually happened. 
… 
Friends, don’t miss this.  There are many things that separate Christianity from every 
other religion, and this is one of them – the miraculous is established in the reasonable. 
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Now I’m not saying faith isn’t required – it is.  But it isn’t blind faith.  We aren’t asked to 
believe in lotus flowers popping from navals or stories that happened a long time ago in 
a land far, far away.  We are called to place our faith in a man history can verify. 
 
And it’s not just the Bible; in 115AD there is a Roman historian named Tacitus who 
writes about this time period with no faith in Jesus at all – but he knows He existed. 
 
In 95AD Josephus, a Jewish historian with no love for Christ affirms the fact of His life 
and death.  And he confirms Jesus’ followers declared Him to be God. 
… 
Now why is all this important?  It’s important because we live in a time where there is a 
huge pressure to be reasonable.  Science is king. 
 
And a lot of this makes sense – I mean I have no interest in the myths of India or Rome 
because their claims aren’t established in the realm of truth.  And if it’s not true then 
that’s a problem and everyone understands this.  This is why nobody makes it their life’s 
work to disprove Santa or Athena or Brahma, it’s only Jesus.  And that’s because Jesus’ 
story is unique.   
 
C.S. Lewis, the philosopher and literary genius wrote: 

I have been reading poems, romances, vision literature, legends and myths all 
my life.  I know what they are like.  I know none of them are like this.”2 

 
There simply isn’t another myth that included words like: “In the 15th year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar.”  This is how you write history, not myth. 
… 
So recently I was challenged to read Richard Dawkins’ book “The God Delusion.”  If you 
don’t know Dawkins he is a passionate atheist who has made it his life’s work to destroy 
Christianity. 
 
But as I read his 464 page tome I noticed that Dawkins is continually exposing problems 
within Christianity, but he spends very little time talking about Jesus – he hardly 
mentions Him.  And I think that is a little problematic. 
 
You see our faith doesn’t stand because the church has been right about science.  In 
fact it hasn’t been.  And our fathers did kill people for saying stuff like ‘the earth isn’t at 
the center of the solar system.’  But Christianity isn’t about Christians being right about 
science. 
 
And similarly our faith doesn’t fall because Christians can be shown to have not always 
been moral.  In fact every Christian I know has been immoral.   
 

 
2 Lewis “Modern Theology and Biblical Criticism”, 1959  
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But, everything we believe stands or falls on the truth claim that Jesus was a real 
person who did real things including really die and rise again.  If this didn’t happen then 
everything we believe in is a lie.  And in fact the Bible recognizes this.  Paul writes: 

If Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is 
useless. (1 Corinthians 15:14) 

 
So the historical truth of Jesus is essential.  And here’s the crazy thing: the historical 
evidence for the life of Jesus is so incredibly strong that even Dawkins believes Jesus 
was a real person.  And if anyone would love to deny the existence of Jesus it is 
Dawkins.   
 
But then, instead of examining the historical evidence that Luke and the other Gospel 
writers record along side the secular historians of their day Dawkins just writes Jesus 
off.  He doesn’t even bother saying why. 
 
But writing off Jesus is the most irrational thing a person can do because if Jesus’ story 
is true – if the miraculous interjected itself in the historical, then all the other problems 
about our faith are irrelevant.  
 
Who cares that the church has made mistakes about science.  Who cares that Jesus 
followers have proved themselves to be sinners.  In fact it is a basic tenant of our faith 
that we make mistakes and remain broken sinners who need a Saviour.  What matters 
is if Jesus actually happened.   
 
And here is the situation: Until the genre of modern fiction was created just a couple 
hundred years ago there simply were no stories that said things like “In the nineth 
month of the COVID epidemic, when Justin Trudeau was Prime minister in Canada, 
Santa left the North Pole with his flying reindeer and traveled to Pine Center Mall to lie 
to little girls.” 
 
No one wrote stories like that because everyone recognized that myth and history don’t 
mix.  And so there is no history about Athena and Zeus, and there is no history about 
Brahma because these stories don’t exist in history.  But Jesus’ story is different.  Yes, it 
is full of impossible things, but these impossible things happened.  And because they 
happened, we can be certain about the things we’ve been taught. 
 
So what are you going to do with Jesus this Christmas?  He stands at the intersection 
between history and the divine and He speaks.  And He speaks to you.  “I am that I am.  
I love you.  I came to seek and to save that which was lost.  I want to lead you into the 
abundance I created you for.  So be reasonable and make Me God in your life this 
Christmas.” 


