
The God of New Beginnings 1 

Genesis 1:3 "And God said, 'Let there be light...'" 

Title:  "Making sense of the mess" 

 
Is there an aspect of your life that seems meaningless, empty,  maybe even full of darkness? 
The beginning chapters of Genesis reveal a God who can "make sense out of the mess." 

  
The word “genesis” is Greek for “beginnings’, thus this is the book of beginnings: the origin of 
the universe, birth of the human race and founding of the Hebrew nation. It is the foundation 
for the prominent themes of the Old and New Testaments. Genesis tackles some of the BIG 
questions of life: Who are we? Who made us? Why are we here? 

  
The book is the first of the Pentateuch, the five books of the Law that Moses wrote and 
compiled. It describes the original relationship between God and his creation and the 
breakdown of that relationship caused by sin. However, we find that God does not abandon his 
creation but Genesis also is the beginning of the drama of God’s redemptive plan. 
  
Join us for this series in September as we discover "The God of New Beginnings" as we see how 
our God is continuing to bring about his new creation and can "make sense out of the mess." 
  
  
  
Small Group Questions:  Week 1 

The Creation --  Genesis 1:1 - 2:3 

What Does it Mean to Live in God’s World? 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.”                                                                      Gen 1:1 (NIV) 
  
1.                  Describe the most beautiful place you have ever seen. How has that experience 
increased your appreciation for the Creator? 

  
2.                  Genesis describes natural events in popular and non-technical language. It reports them 
as they appear to the average person without explaining how they take place. The emphasis is 
on the who and the why rather than the mechanics of how it was accomplished. What 
controversies does Genesis chapter one bring about? 

  
3.                  Almost everything in the universe has a beginning. What does not have a beginning? 

  
4.                  Read Genesis 1:1-13 

  
5.                  As you read this passage what words and phrases do you find repeated? 

  
6.                  At the dawn of creation what did the earth look like? 

  



7.                  In what ways do God’s creative commands during the first three days add form to the 
earth.? (1:3-13) 
  
8.                  Read Genesis 1:14-25 

  
9.                  How do the commands during the next three days add fullness to the earth?  (1:14-25) 
  
10.              In what ways does God view his creation as being good? 

  
11.              Read Genesis 1:26-2:3 

  
12.              What is the significance of the plural creative force in 1:26? 

  
13.              What does it mean to be made in the “image of God”? (1:26-27) Was man’s creation an 
afterthought or a goal of God’s creative design? What difference would it make? 

  
14.              What special command does God give to the man and woman in his creation? (1:28-31) 
How is man to carry on the creative work begun by God? 

  
15.              What special provisions does God give to the man and woman? 

  
16.              How is the seventh day uniquely different from the other six? (2:1-3) 
  
17.              What would it be like to live in the kind of world that God originally intended? 
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