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“The Unfamiliar” 
Delivered during Covid-19 via livestream on Sunday, September 6, 2020 

 

Introduction 

 
Illustration: (SHOW SLIDE 1)  

Summer is unfortunately coming to an end but traditionally our family’s 

“holidays” consist of travelling around BC and visiting family. We often travel to 

Powell River to spend time relaxing by the pool, going on hikes, and overall just 

getting some much-needed R&R. 

 

What usually happens when we go to Powell River is that I will make sure to text 

some of my high school friends and we get together and chat about life, how it 

is going, where things are at, etc.  

 

This last time we went for a visit all of this happened as it usually does…but I 

was sitting down with a close friend, we had graduated high school together, 

spent a few years at university, and remain quite close to this day.  

 

Now, I don’t know if you’re like me, but when you get together with past 

friends, do you ever just start telling stories and reminiscing of that time in your 

life? Well we did this and my friend started telling stories of things we did in 

high school, convoying cars, rock concerts in my parent’s basement. And then 

he started talking about university, staying up late writing papers, playing video 

games, BBQs on the weekend. I loved it, these were great memories! But as he 

was telling these stories, I could see that he was getting more and more excited 

and I had to take a step back to think…this was over ten years ago. 

 

Then it kind of hit me, it seemed in some way as if he was still living back there, 

as if those were the best days of this life and he couldn’t move on from them. 

That he wanted to sit in this familiar time and was afraid of moving on because 

of how unfamiliar it seemed. 

 

But this isn’t unusual for us, right? I mean, sure I loved my high school years 

and my time in university, and as much as moving on scared me, I had to do it. 

My rhythms were familiar, I had figured out the day in day out routine. Who 

would want to step into something so unfamiliar, so unknown. 
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What I want to show us in our text today is that this is not uncommon, that our 

default, like Mary’s, is that when life becomes unfamiliar, we tend to recluse back into 

our comfortable rhythms, but because of Jesus accomplished work on the cross, we 

can go out into the unfamiliar, trusting in His provision and power. 

 

So, we are going to be looking at three things today. The first is the familiar call in our 

life, that if you are a believer, Jesus has called you to an something more. The second 

is that our immediate response is usually to default into the familiar life. And third, is 

that with Jesus, we can press into this unfamiliar reality. (SHOW SLIDE 2) 
 

 

The Familiar Call 
  

 (SHOW SLIDE 3) Our passage today opens with Mary standing outside of Jesus 

tomb, if we were to jump a few verses earlier, we would see that Mary and the 

disciples came to the tomb to find it empty. The disciples then leave and it is Mary 

who stays and continues to mourn. Shortly after, she sees the two angels who ask her 

why she is crying, and her response says it all.  “They have taken my Lord away and I 

do not know where they have laid Him.” V13 

 

Mary, the women who had followed Jesus for years, had witnessed miracles, was 

miraculously healed herself, had listened to the teachings of Jesus about the kingdom 

and even Himself, in this moment shows her doubt. 

 

Now don’t get me wrong, as much as I could have listened to a guy like Jesus talk 

about resurrection, I don’t know if my mind could have fully grasped or believed it. So, 

we have to give Mary some credit here.  

 

Then, this man who we know is Jesus, but Mary mistakes as the gardener comes to her 

and asks the same question, why are you weeping, whom are you seeking? Again, she 

asks where the body is laid. (SHOW SLIDE 4) 

 

“[Mary] had experienced deep trauma; her eyes had filled with tears; it was still 
dark; she was very confused. But perhaps most important, she had not 
considered the resurrection a possibility. So, the idea that she might be talking to 
a living Christ never occurred to her. She was looking for a body; she did not 
expect a resurrection.”1 

                                                      
1 Kenneth O. Gangel, John, vol. 4, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 369–370. 
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(SHOW SLIDE 5) Then Jesus turns and says “Mary.” And it is almost like in this 

moment, everything comes rushing back. The memories, the stories, the emotions, 

everything comes flooding back. Mary recognizes the familiar call of Jesus and 

immediately responds. This brings us right back to John 10 where Jesus said that “his 

sheep know his voice.” Mary remembered this moment, when Jesus first called her, 

healed her, and set her purpose in motion. 

 

Like Mary, we fail to recognize Jesus in our life, whether that’s through doubt, 

difficulty, suffering, or any other reason. But Jesus has a way of calling us once again 

and like sheep, we recognize the familiar call of our Shepherd. (SHOW SLIDE 6) 
 

The Familiar Life 
 

 (SHOW SLIDE 7) Mary has recognized the familiar call of Jesus in her life and the 

responds like I am sure any of us would if seeing a risen friend, she falls down in a 

state of awe and amazement. Jesus is here! What good and glorious news.  

 

Finally, we can get back to our familiar life Jesus. We can get the disciples, continue to 

travel, teaching and healing. But wait…look at what Jesus says next, “Do not cling to 

me.” Hold up Jesus, you’re back, now right? We all saw you die, be put in a tomb, and 

now you’re back? 

 

I want life to go right back to what it was before, to what feels familiar. 

 

I find that this quote sums it up perfectly (SHOW SLIDE 8) – “Mary is trying to 
hold on to the joy she now discovers in her resurrected Lord. She is thinking that 
the resurrection of Jesus is Jesus’ resumption of normal relations with his 
disciples. In telling her not to hold on, Jesus is saying that his permanent “return” 
and presence must come in another form. Jesus’ correction is a spiritual 
redirection away from his physical presence, a preparation for the Spirit that is 
about to be given.”2 

 

Illustration: (SHOW SLIDE 9) 

Many of you may not know the story of my wife and I and how we got to today 

(while it is long, I will only share a snippet). Naturally, for me being a youth 

                                                      
2 Gary M. Burge, “Gospel of John,” in John’s Gospel, Hebrews–Revelation, ed. Craig A. Evans and 
Craig A. Bubeck, First Edition, The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary (Colorado Springs, 
CO; Paris, ON; Eastbourne: David C Cook, 2005), 156. 
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pastor and my wife working at camp, it was only a matter of time before we 

caught each other’s eyes and had the dating talk.  

 

We dated for a few months, had lots of tough and difficult conversations, but 

our love for Jesus and one another guided them. We married fairly quickly and 

five months after that we conceived. We went from dating to marriage to 

pregnant within one year (fast I know). When our daughter was born at 34 

weeks, she was in the NICU for twelve days, and neither of us really knew what 

to do.  

 

Praise God for His work in our daughter’s life because today you would never 

know she was a preemie baby. Over time I noticed some changes in my wife, all 

the warning signs of post-partum depression were there but perhaps we were 

both naïve to it happening to us.  

 

My wife made the decision to seek out counselling and what they began to 

unpack was that Lyann was missing her old life. By no means did that take 

away from the joy of our marriage and Zoey but she missed the adventure and 

spontaneity that her old life brought.  

 

But it was also more than that, she missed being in ministry, being used by God 

in the same way. And perhaps she wasn’t quite ready to accept that God had 

something new for her, a new call to shepherd her daughter. 

 

 This was unfamiliar and it stretched her beyond what she had expected. 

 

It took a long time, and she continues to wrestle within herself, as I am sure 

Mary did, to let go of the familiar life that she thought she was going to have 

and to embrace the unfamiliar reality that Jesus was sending her into.  

 

Perhaps you have just retired and rea not quite sure what this next season looks like 

for you, or a recent high school graduate that is nervous about going to university, or 

perhaps you have been thinking about leaving a workplace to start something new.  

 

Whatever this looks like for you, don’t let the familiar can stop you from seeking God’s 

direction simply because it is unfamiliar.  

 

But there is always good news, which brings us to the third and final point. (SLIDE 10) 
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The Unfamiliar Reality  
  

(SHOW SLIDE 11) And now, to wrap all of this up. 

 

 Until now in the passage Mary has recognized the risen Jesus, been told not to cling 

to this familiar life that she expected, and is now being sent to what we will see as the 

precursor to the Great Commission. 

 

In the second part of verse 17, Jesus says that “I have not yet ascended to the Father; 
but go to ymy brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.”3 

 

Jesus is about to ascend to the Father yet something has changed. He is affirming the 

change in relationship – to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. Death 

has been defeated, sin no longer separates us from God and we can now approach the 

throne of our heavenly Father, our God. Hallelujah  

 

And now Jesus is giving Mary a job to do, she is to go to the disciples (without Him) 

and announce the resurrection, which is something we have all been tasked to do, is it 

not? To go and announce Jesus’ resurrection to the nations.  

 

This was unfamiliar. She travelled for years with Jesus, watching Him do miracles, 

teaching of the coming kingdom, and healing people. And now you want me to do 

without you? 

 

Jesus, I thought we were going be together and continue your mission? Unfortunately, 

for Mary and the disciples, this was not the case. Jesus knew there was going to be the 

sending of His Spirit to aid all believers in His kingdom work. 

 

So, what does this mean for us today? 

 

Perhaps you are like me and when Covid all hit, I told myself that this will be a few 

months at most. We will still have regular youth group or community groups, or even 

school. But here we are, September long weekend and nothing is the same. 

 

                                                      
y See Matt. 28:10 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 20:17. 
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It can be easy for us to cling to the pre-Covid thought and wish for a normal fall. But 

the reality is we are far from it. And it can be easy to allow our feelings or emotions of 

the past to stop us from seeing what God is calling us to do today. 

 

When Mary recognized Jesus and received the mission to go and tell the Disciples, 

while we can’t be completely sure from the text, it is likely that because of her 

relationship with Jesus, and the familiar life that she knew with Him, she went with no 

hesitation. 

 

She remembered Jesus faithfulness, His character, His identity, and it was because of 

this that she could go into the unfamiliar with confidence. 

 

And likewise, for us, we know God is faithful, we know that nothing can stop God’s 

kingdom from being built, and so we can go in confidence into this unfamiliar season 

trusting that God, through His Holy Spirit, is at work in and through us. 

 

I want to leave us with this quote from Jon Tyson, a pastor in New York. (SHOW SLIDE 

12) 

 He said: “the normal the church is longing for just isn’t coming back. We keep 

seeking the old normal rather than asking “what does God want us to do in this 

season?” When our grandchildren ask us, what did you do in the corona virus? And all 

we can tell them is the list of shows we watched on Netflix, that’s not our best story.” 

 

(SHOW SLIDE 13) Friends, let us not fall into familiar patterns that distract from God’s 

work in this season. Trust in Him to prepare, lead, and guide us into this unfamiliar 

time.  

 

 


