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Somethin’s Gotta Happen       by Blair Odney 

 

This morning I want to talk about God. Seriously.  You may have thought for the past 

18 months I’ve done nothing but talk about God, but that’s not quite true, at least not 

compared to the things I want to say today.  For the past 18 months I’ve mostly talked 

about us, and our role in our own re-creation; our role in our own salvation.  I’ve 

typically said our salvation is ours for the making.  And I believe this to be true still.   

 

But for the past 18 months I haven’t talked a lot about God, and God’s role in the 

actions of Easter.  I’ve not talked a lot about how God moves in the world, or how God 

acts upon the lives of people, transforming them from the inside so that they become 

something wholly new to themselves.   

 

Part of the problem is that to talk about what God does, we have to talk about who God 

is.  And if we were all being quite honest, we don’t quite know.  Scientists may talk 

about a random big bang that set everything in motion.  Ancient story tellers talk about 

a creating God bending over the human creation like a mother bending over her child 

and breathing the breath of life. Newagers talk about God as the energy that gives 

shape and purpose to the bump and grind of life.  Some traditionalists believe God is 

the big guy with a white beard sitting in the clouds in a long black robe who judges us 

based on our good (or bad) behaviour.  That God is pretty popular. In the United 

Church of Canada’s new “Song of Faith” adopted at the 2006 General Council as our 

denomination’s latest theological statement the opening line reads  

God is Holy Mystery, 

beyond complete knowledge, 

above perfect description. 

 

Now that rings true for me. I believe there are as many different understandings of God 

as there are people here.  No one has it completely right...nor does anyone have it 

completely wrong.  You see, God simply is.  As the story goes, when responding to 

Moses when he asks who he should say sent him, God says from the Burning Bush “I 

am that I am.”  That is the perfect “isness” about God, God is.  But there is no perfect 

name.  In fact we have to remember, whether called Allah, Great Spirit, God, love 

Father, healing energy, we are the ones who give this perfect “isness” its name. 

 

In his book, “The Heart of Christianity” Marcus Borg helps people who are struggling 

with who God is.  He says if you are struggling think of God being all that is.  Or think 

of God as “what is.”  It’s actually a pretty disturbing thought because it makes God the 



sum total of everything.  And that makes God incredible in its awesomeness, mundane 

in its ordinariness,, and sad in its darkness.   

 

So if God is the sum total of everything; if God is “what is” can we think about what 

God is doing?  Besides simply being, or beingness, in a very present, very real way, in 

the very moment of now, is it possible to talk about anything else that God might be 

doing.  If you talk to our consultant Rob Waller, an Anglican priest with decades of 

experience in the church, in addictions research and treatment, and now as a consultant 

helping congregations realize their dreams, Rob sees God actively moving in the life of 

our community.  If he were sitting amongst us today he would say, God has moved this 

congregation from a self identity of poor, beleaguered, remnant to a self identity of 

adventurous, courageous, abundant. 

 

Rob would say that the sum of what is set a vision before you as individuals...expressed 

in the silence of your own longings about a variety of things.  Rob would say God 

collected those longings into a collective expression of will and desire, based on your 

capacity to see beyond these walls into the brokenness and loveliness of the community 

around us.  Rob would say that the “isness” of God touched the hearts of leaders in the 

congregation, one by one, through human experience, stories remembered, love ignited 

and called them into new ways of leading.   

 

Rob would say, that this very God joined the hearts and minds of this incredible 

community and called us beyond our limited understanding of ourselves and our 

capacity and gave us a job. He would say God moved in the hearts of individuals, and 

God moved in the heart of the community.  Most importantly, Rob would say that this 

movement grew from a foundation of God’s abundant love, expressed freely and 

openly, in the gathering before worship, in the passing of Christ’s peace, in coffee 

afterwards and in the countless letters, phone calls, emails, mall connections that bind 

us one to the other throughout the week.   

 

Rob has said to me that based on his vast experience with other churches, in other 

contexts in, other denominations – including the Pentecostals whose image we carry as 

one of evangelical zeal - what God has done at Lynn Valley United Church to prepare 

us to respond to the job that has been set before us, is nothing short of a miracle.   

 

The text Marion read for us today comes from the gospel of John, and you have heard 

me say many times that the gospel of John is the least reliable source for an accurate 

historical record of the movements of Jesus.  It was written to a community feeling the 

separation of decades of persecution over the burning of the temple, a community 

seriously considering the thought of dumping Jesus and his movement altogether.   



John has gathered stories remembered over the decades and put them in an order that 

makes sense to good story telling.  And he puts words in Jesus mouth.  John’s own 

nurtured sense of who Jesus was stirs in him a capacity to imagine.  John imagines Jesus 

speaking to his home community....in their context and offers words he imagines Jesus 

might have said. 

 

This prayer that Marion read was intended for John’s followers to wonder about God, 

just as we have this morning, and to ask the same kinds of questions about who Jesus 

was in relationship to God.  Sometimes its hard to wrap our heads around the idea that 

God is the sum of everything, the very being of all.  Lots of religions try to help us with 

the idea.  Muslims say God is most perfectly revealed in a book.  Jews say God is most 

perfectly revealed in the law. Christians believe that to really know something about the 

sum total of everything, to appreciate what is, we need to look at a person, Jesus, and 

his relationship to what is. 

 

What can we say about Jesus’ relationship to what is.  To God expressed in what is.  

Anyone want to venture an idea. How did he receive and live in relationship with what 

is?  Gracious, hospitable, unconditionally accepting, forgiving, healing, challenging. I 

think the gospel writer wonders about these things too as he creates a prayer he 

imagines Jesus saying.  Can you imagine Jesus saying these words here in relation to 

the miracle that God has set in motion here.   

 

“Father, the hour has come.  You have given eternal life to all those you have given to 

me.  These ones sitting right here.  And of course, we know that eternal life is to know 

you.  May the ones sitting here, the ones you’ve given me, truly know you...the sum of 

you, the vast isness of you.  They have received your word through me...and now there 

is just them.  I’m not here any longer, for I am with you.  They are here.  So I ask on 

behalf of them.  Somethin’s gotta happen here, for they are truly mine.  All mine are 

yours and yours are mine.  As they move out into the world that you gave them, may 

they be one with each other, just as you and I are one.” 

 

Can you imagine Jesus praying this prayer for our community, just as the writer of 

John’s gospel imagined Jesus praying for his?  The quality of the relationships among us 

must be that of the relationship between Jesus and God.  Imagine that being true. 

 

Friends this is an awesome prayer on the day that we set in motion the mission strategy 

that compels us, that calls us, that challenges us to take the love we experience with 

each other, the oneness we know with each other, out into the world.   



Somethin’s gotta happen is the call to each of us now, to let the sum of what is, this God 

of untold miracles, to move within us and empower us to respond in ways that turn our 

lives toward each other, and to God. Now’s the time to re align our lives with the sum 

of what is, God, and what God has set before us. To this prayer may we simply add our 

own, Amen.  Amen. 

 


