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FOUNDATION OF FAITH 
CMBC October 4, 2015                                                                    Hebrews 11:1 – 6 

 
The song Russ sand 
g has the words: 
“Prayer is the key to Heaven 
But faith unlocks the door.” 
 
We begin today three messages on faith: 

Foundation of Faith 
Fulfillment of Faith 
Future of Faith 

 
1. FAITH AS A NORMAL PART OF LIFE 

a. Everybody lives by faith every day of our lives 
i. Faith that the pew you are sitting on will hold up all of you. 

1. And depending on what faith you have in the pew, will 
determine your choices. You will sit in the pew with others, or 
only with by yourself. 

ii. Faith that there will be food serviced when you get back to Tabor or 
Hallmark or wherever 

iii. Faith that the people at the restaurant haven’t put something into your 
food that will make you sick. 

iv. Faith that when the can says Tomato Soup it actually is tomato soup. 
v. Faith that your cheque will be there for you at the end of the month. 
vi. Faith that the bank will give you back your money when you ask for it. 
vii. Faith that the cars will stay on their side of the road, or stop at the stop 

light. Now that is getting more risky. 
viii. None of us are unfamiliar with faith 
ix. And faith has always determine our choices. 

 
b. A disastrous, paranoid life without faith 

i. If we had no faith at all, our lives would be a wreck.  
ii. We wouldn’t trust anyone - paranoid 
iii. We wouldn’t have any friends 
iv. We wouldn’t survive 

 
c. Faith in the unseen the foundation for life choices 

i. Living by faith is not only true in the things we can see. 
ii. It is also true with the things we cannot see. 
iii. If your faith is in your belief there is no God, then the choices that you 

make will be based on that. 
iv. Or if you believe that there is a God but that He is off in the distance 

somewhere, that will determine how we live 
v. Faith is key to how we live. 

 
vi.  
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2. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HOPE  
The Bible connects faith with hope and that makes sense.  

a. We all have hope – hope in something we can trust.  
i. Hebrews 11 starts that way: 

[11:1] Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see.  
NLT  [11:1] Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually 
happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see.  
MSG [11:1] The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in 
God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life 
worth living. It's our handle on what we can't see.  

ii. Here is the context of this verse and all of Chapter 11,  
Back to Chapter 10. 
10:32 Think back on those early days when you first learned about 

Christ.  Remember how you remained faithful even though it meant 
terrible suffering. [33] Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule 
and were beaten, and sometimes you helped others who were 
suffering the same things. [34] You suffered along with those who 
were thrown into jail, and when all you owned was taken from you, 
you accepted it with joy. You knew there were better things waiting 
for you that will last forever.  
 
[35] So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember 
the great reward it brings you! [36] Patient endurance is what you 
need now, so that you will continue to do God's will. Then you will 
receive all that he has promised.  
 
[37] "For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not 
delay. [38] And my righteous ones will live by faith. But I will take no 
pleasure in anyone who turns away."  
 
[39] But we are not like those who turn away from God to their own 
destruction. We are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved.  
 
Then: 11:1 Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually 
happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see. 

iii. It almost brings tears to your eyes 
iv. Our lives cry out for some reason to live – a reason why we exist at all 
v. And the hope that God offers finally makes sense out of why we are 

alive. 
 

b. The message of hope is the birth of faith 
i. It is this message of hope from God that begins to birth in us faith 
ii. Confidence in what we cannot see 
iii. It is faith in this hope that set up “the elders”, as the KJV calls them, as 

example to us of a confident life of faith. 
Or as the Message puts it: [11:2] The act of faith is what 
distinguished our ancestors, set them above the crowd.  
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iv. That is why the rest of the chapter is now devoted to telling us about 
these elders, the ancestors.  

How they lived out their faith is a model for us. 
v. Each example is unique, different, but the result of their faith is these. 
vi. And these are presented to help us understand faith in our context.  

1. To understand that a life of faith in God is possible for us.  
2. It is possible in each of our unique circumstances. 

 
3. THE PLACE OF FAITH IN CREATION 

a. To begin with this kind of confident faith, you have to start at creation. 
11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  

i. Just like the story of creation in Genesis this is a huge statement 
about God in just a few words. 

ii. God spoke and everything, everything came into existence 
iii. We don’t know how creation happened when God spoke the words. 

We just know it happened. 
iv. This is is key to faith in God, and here is why. 

1. If there is anything that existed before God, anything that God 
didn’t create, then something is bigger than God 

2. God can promise, but is there anything else that can nullify 
God’s promise 

3. No! Nothing! Absolutely nothing!  
4. He created all that there is. 

v. Creation is the foundation of faith 
vi. Paul made this statement when he was speaking to the leaders in 

Athens. 
Acts 17:22 “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very 

religious. [23] For as I walked around and looked carefully at your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN 
UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I 
am going to proclaim to you.  
[24] “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 
[25] And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, 
because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  

vii. He is the God of creation, and believing that then makes everything 
else secondary. 

viii. And faith in Him not only makes sense but absolutely necessary. 
 

b. No one but God was present 
i. However, there was no one there to witness what God had done 
ii. But then if anyone had been there, God would not be the Almighty 

God, because everything and everybody else exists because God 
spoke it into being. Nothing was there until He spoke. 

iii. That too is the beginning of faith. 
iv. But that also makes for a confident hope 

 
c. No one was there, but there is the evidence of an awesome God 
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i. The record after God created is a clear evidence that He is an 
awesome God. 

ii. No power can stand against Him 
iii. It is true that Lucifer tried and that mankind has tried, but we have 

failed. 
iv. A powerful evidence to this is that every person that has lived here on 

this earth is dead or is dying. Alive only because of God. 
v. There is nothing greater than God. Nothing that exists outside of 

God’s creation. Without God we all fail. And unless God intervenes 
on our behalf, we are without hope. 

vi. Hope is birthed in a faith that there is no other than the God of 
Creation. 
 

Here is the evidence of that, 
 

4. UNDERSTANDING OUR PLACE IN CREATION 
11:4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was 
commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith 
he still speaks, even though he is dead.  

a. Abel’s faith was in God 
i. Able’s offering was a sacrificed lamb. 
ii. It was an admission of his unworthiness and God the Creator of all 
iii. It was an appeal to God for grace 
iv. It was an action of faith in God, that God would be gracious to him 

 
b. Cain’s faith was in himself 

i. Cain’s offering was not unlike one of the offerings God later directed 
the Children Of Israel to bring to Him 

ii. But it was Cain comes on his terms – being his own god 
iii. It was Cain’s faith in himself, a faith that believed he could impress 

and appease God in his own way 
iv. And when God rejects his offering, Cain still is his own god, and taking 

things in his own hands, kills his brother Abel. 
 

c. Faith is understanding our role, our place in creation. 
i. We owe our existence to God. 
ii. God alone is God. There is no other God. And because of that, He 

alone can be completely trusted. 
iii. We should be impressed with how God has made us. We are his 

handiwork. 
iv. We should be impressed that God calling us to partner with Him here 

on this earth 
v. But we are God’s creation and cannot survive on our own 

 
5. A FAITH RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Here is an example of the difference it makes when we put our faith in God. 
11:5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could 
not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was 
commended as one who pleased God.  
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a. Enoch’s walk of faith 
i. Clearly Enoch walked in faith with God 

1. He believed in God 
2. He submitted to God 
3. He recognized that God alone was God, and he, Enoch, was 

the product of God’s creation 
4. He did not see himself equal with God as did Cain, but he 

could walk with God and God walked with him. 
ii. His life demonstrated the kind of relationship God desires of us. It is  

when we have faith in the fact that He, God, alone is God  
iii. Because of that kind of faith, we are told, Enoch was one who pleased 

God 
iv. And because of that God rescued him from this world to walk with Him 

into heaven through all eternity 
For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased 
God.  

v. That is a clear example and model of faith for us all 
 

b. Pleasing God by our faith 
i. The foundation of faith is summed up in these words: 

11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.  

ii. He exists and He is a God who rewards – has a loving relationship 
with those who put their faith in Him. 
 

c. And then the writer of Hebrews goes on to give us all these different 
examples of how that faith is lived out in each unique life. We will see that in 
next week’s message, “Fulfillment Of Faith” 

 


