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FUTURE OF FAITH 
CMBC October 18, 2015                                                                         Hebrews 11:32 – 12:3 

 
Over the history of mankind those faithful to God have worshipped God in many different 
ways. 
I wonder what Abel exactly did in his worship of God.  

 We only get a few lines telling us about him.  

 What went through his mind as he was gathering the wood for his sacrifice?  

 Or as he chose one of his best lambs?  

 And what did he understand about why he was doing this?  

 All we know is that his faith was in God and he worshipped God. 
Later the Children of Israel followed God’s instructions to build a tabernacle, a tent in the 
wilderness. 

 It was so much simpler than anything they had seen the Egyptians build for their idols. 

 Yet in that simple tent they met the Almighty God  

 And every piece of that tabernacle was a symbol of the God they trusted 
And then there was the awesome temple built by Solomon, the highest structure in the world. 
We could go on.  

 The early persecuted church met in homes and safe places.  

 Later, influenced by the symbolism of the temple, and the uneducated non-Jewish 
converts that turned to God by the 1,000s, the church added the Christian symbols that 
assisted them in worship. 

 155 years ago the Mennonite Brethren significantly changed the way they worshiped 
God, from what had been the practice before. They added instruments and praise. 

 Even our worship has been changing over our almost 80 year history.  
The list of faithful believers in Hebrews 11, represents a lot of changes in worship. 
 
But what has not changed in worship, from Adam and Able through to Clearbrook MB Church 
or the latest church plant in downtown Vancouver, what has not changed is that our worship 
is centered on faith in God. 
 
We have spent the last 3 Sundays talking about faith in God. 

1. NOTHING IS GREATER THAN GOD 

What is faith in God? 
It is believing that God alone is God. There is no other. 
Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see. [2] This is what the ancients were commended for.  
NLT  [11:1] Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives 
us assurance about things we cannot see.  
MSG [11:1] The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the 
firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. It's our handle on what we 
can't see.  
 
The next verse clarifies what is meant: 
[3] By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
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a. God is the creator of everything that exists 
b. His purpose cannot be defeated 
c. Nothing is more trustworthy than God 
d. Faith is fulfilled in those who believe 
e. Faith in God was their strength and courage 

 

2. FAITH LOOKS TO THE FUTURE 

Hebrews 11 is filled with a list of people who lived by that faith. 
 

a. They welcomed God’s promise from a distance 
i. Hebrews 11:13  All these people were still living by faith when they died. 

They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and 
welcomed them from a distance.  

ii. The early people of faith didn’t have a Bible 
iii. They only heard what had been told them from their fathers, what they 

saw in their father’s lives. 
iv. Enoch told his children 
v. The Children of Israel remembered and understood God as “The God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
| 

b. Their hope was in God completing His purpose 
i. They believed that their only hope for salvation was what God had 

promised. 
ii. Some gave up waiting. Trying instead to be their own god. Who turned to 

other gods to save them. Who at best thought they could impress God 
with how good they were. 

iii. The people of faith knew that they could wait on God, that salvation came 
only from God. 

iv. People like David who cried again and again, “God, have you forsaken 
me,” but then always came back to his faith in God, and declared, “But I 
trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. [6] I will 
sing to the LORD, for he has been good to me.” Psalm 13: 5,6 

v. Hebrews 11 says, [39] These were all commended for their faith,  

vi. Because Abraham believed that his only hope for salvation came from 
God’s grace, God says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness.”  
 

c. Their lives of faith are a witness to us 
i. Hebrews concludes this list of faithful men and women and challenges 

with the first verse in chapter 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles,  

ii. These witnesses are not those siting in the stands watching us. 
iii. These witnesses are like those in a court room, telling of their experience 

with God, answering our doubts about whether God can be trusted. 
iv. These are those who had faith in God even though they never saw the 

promises fulfilled.  
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v. Many of them died for their faith in God. 
vi. These are the witnesses who declare by their life, “God can be trusted 

not matter what. 
 

3. WE ARE IN THIS RACE WITH THEM 

Listen to this verse: 
Hebrews 11:39 – 40  39These were all commended  for their faith, yet none of them 
received what had been promised.  40God had planned something better for us so that 
only together with us  would they be made perfect.  

 
a. Indebted to their faithfulness 

i. Without their witness we would hardly believe 
ii. But it is more than that. 
iii. But listen, Hebrews 12 tells us that we are in a race with them. 

1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run  with perseverance  the race marked out for 
us.  

iv. It is like a relay race. 
1. Each runner depending on each other 
2. ILL: Canadian men’s relay team at this summer’s Pan Am 

Games in Toronto.  
a. They ran the fastest time ever at a Pan Am Game. 
b. They Defeated the US and Brazilian teams 
c. They won the gold medal. 
d. For one of the runners it was his 3rd gold medal at the 

Games. Another record. 
e. With Canadian flags draped around their shoulders, 

and the crowds wildly cheering, they circled the track.  
f. Then an official called them over and quietly spoke with 

them. During the race, one of the runners had stepped 
out of his lane. They were disqualified, and the gold 
medal went to the US team. Nothing for the Canadians. 

3. We are in a relay race with these faithful ones of old. 
 

v. I need you to understand the earnestness of our connection with them 
Listen to how these ran. 
Hebrews 11:32  And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell 
about Gideon,  Barak, Samson,  Jephthah,  David,  Samuel  and the 
prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms,  administered 
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions,  34quenched the fury of the flames,  and escaped the edge of the 
sword;  whose weakness was turned to strength;  and who became 
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.  35Women received back 
their dead, raised to life again.  Others were tortured and refused to be 
released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36Some faced 
jeers and flogging,  while still others were chained and put in 
prison.  37They were stoned ;  they were sawed in two; they were put to 
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death by the sword.  They went about in sheepskins and 
goatskins,  destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38the world was not 
worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in 
caves  and holes in the ground. 
 
39These were all commended  for their faith, yet none of them received 
what had been promised.  40God had planned something better for us so 
that only together with us  would they be made perfect.  
 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run  with perseverance  the race marked out for 
us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author  and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross,  scorning its 
shame,  and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider 
him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not 
grow weary  and lose heart. 
 

vi. We are in this race with them. 
vii. Run, run hard. They are depending on us to carry on the baton of faith. 
viii. We are next on the stand to be witnesses to the faithfulness of God  

 
b. These in Hebrews 11 are counting on us to live that life of faith that witnesses to 

the next generation. 
i. Future generations are counting on us. 
ii. Hebrews 12 puts voice to the witnesses of the past 
iii. 7Endure hardship as discipline 

13“Make level paths for your feet,”   so that the lame may not be 
disabled, but rather healed. 
14Make every effort to live in peace with all men  and to be holy; 
15See to it that no one misses the grace of God 
 

iv. It is not about us and what makes us feel good. It is not about my way 
and what makes me feel comfortable. 

v. It is about Jesus, the promise of God for the salvation, the promise that 
was made to all of these past generations. 

vi. It is about a trust in God that makes me willing to give up everything to 
bring this witness of this faith to those coming after us. 
 

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see.   
NLT  [11:1] Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives 
us assurance about things we cannot see.  
 
Hebrews 11:6 For without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 

comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 
him.  
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