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THE DAY AFTER JESUS LEFT 
CMBC September 15, 2013                                                                    Acts 2:37 – 47 

 

The first pastoral staff that I hired was a young Bible College graduate, newly 
married. We hired him to be our Pastor of Evangelism. He was excited about 
his new position and moved into the office we had provided him. On his first 
day at the office after he had set up his office, he showed up at my door with 
an odd look on his face. When I invited him to come in he said, “I’m not sure 
what to do now.” 
 
It was even a bigger challenge for the disciples the day after Jesus left. 
 
1. CAN WE DO THIS – THE COMMISSION? 

a. Leaving it all to the disciples 
i. The commission Jesus gave was clear, “Go disciple all nations, 

baptising them, teaching them.” 
ii. We are not talking about starting a movement. 
iii. This is about the destiny of men women and children for all of 

eternity. This is about billions of people born over the next 
thousands of years. 

iv. This is launching the Church, that God intends to use to battle 
against the powers of evil and rescue men and women for eternity. 

v. This is the plan of God, formed not just at the time of Adam and 
Eve’s fall, but as God said, a plan formed even before the 
foundation of the world. 

vi. Made possible by Jesus coming here to earth paying the great 
sacrifice of taking the punishment of the sins of the people 

vii. And now put into the hands of disciples to go tell the story and 
make disciples, followers of Jesus. 
 

b. The disciples’  qualifications 
i. Who are these men? 
ii. They walked and lived with Jesus for 3 years. 
iii. They listened to his teaching 
iv. They were deeply committed to Jesus 
v. But they were ordinary men, fishermen, a tax collector, a 

nationalist protester,  
vi. They misunderstood much of what Jesus taught 
vii. At the time of Jesus death they ran for their lives 
viii. But they were men that Jesus chose, men through whom he knew 

he could accomplish God’s purpose. Why? Because of His 
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promises. 
 

c. The promises of Jesus just before he left them. 
i. “All power in heaven and on earth is given unto me, therefore 

go...” 
ii. “Be assured that I am with you always, ever to the very end of the 

age.” 
iii. “You will receive power after the Holy Spirit is come upon you.” 

 
d. Jesus’ confidence in them 

i. The confidence of Jesus was first of all in the fact that he knew 
these men would trust in Him 

ii. He knew it was the power and presence of God the Holy Spirit that 
could make it possible for these men to carry forth the work of 
God. 

iii. It has always been like that in doing God’s work, from Moses all 
the way through to today – even right here. 
 
 

2. THE FIRST STEPS  
So Jesus is gone. Now what? 
 
a. You don’t know it all 

i. The first step is humility. 
ii. You don’t know it al. 

Acts 1:6-7 they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” [7]  He said to them: “It is not for 
you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority.  

iii. This work of God will not be accomplished by their own abilities 
iv. Believing that now you can do it by your abilities is to bring failure. 
v. But to say that I can’t do it, is to have the same misunderstanding, 

to think that it will be accomplished by my abilities. 
vi. The first step is humility 

 
b. Be faithful and you will see 

i. The second step is to be faithful  
ii. Acts 1:4 – 5 “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 

Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. [5]  For 
John baptized with * water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.”  

iii. Jesus says, wait and you will see what God will do.  
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iv. They could not have imagined the day of Pentecost or what would 
follow.  

v. Just do what he has called you to do. Wait for God’s agenda. 
 

c. Earnest heart preparation 
i. The next step is an earnest heart preparation 
ii. They prayed. 
iii. Acts 1:12 – 14 [12]  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill 

called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk * from the city. 
[13]  When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they 
were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and 
Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James 
son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
[14]  They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  
 
 

And then, when they were filled with the Holy Spirit, as Jesus had 
promised, the whole known world was turned upside down - or right side 
up. 
 

3. WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?  
What happened next made people ask, “Who are these people?” 
 
a. 3000 new believers in one day 

i. [36]  “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  

ii. We read that Peter pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” [41]  Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number 
that day.  

iii. An amazing response! 
 

b. The dramatic healing 
i. The crippled man at the temple gate 
ii. Acts 3:4 [4]  Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter 

said, “Look at us!” [5]  So the man gave them his attention, 
expecting to get something from them. [6]  Then Peter said, “Silver 
or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  
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iii. [12]  When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why 
does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own 
power or godliness we had made this man walk? [13]  The God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified 
his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you 
disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 
[14]  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a 
murderer be released to you. [15]  You killed the author of life, but 
God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. [16]  By 
faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was 
made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through 
him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all 
see.  
 

iv. The priests had Peter and John arrested and put in jail. 
 

v. Acts 4:4   But many who heard the message believed, and the 
number of men grew to about five thousand.  
 

c. Words of courage 
i. Acts 4:8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: 

“Rulers and elders of the people! [9]  If we are being called to 
account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are 
asked how he was healed, [10]  then know this, you and all the 
people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man stands before you healed.  
[12]  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  
 

ii. [18]  Then they called them in again and commanded them not to 
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. [19]  But Peter and 
John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's 
sight to obey you rather than God. [20]  For we cannot help 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.”  
 

iii. The church prayed an amazing prayer. These were the new 
believers, having been taught to  still recognizing  
[29]  Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to 
speak your word with great boldness. [30]  Stretch out your hand 
to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the 
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name of your holy servant Jesus.”  
 

iv. [31]  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 
word of God boldly.  
 

 
d. An amazing character change 

i. Acts 4:32  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one 
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared 
everything they had. [33]  With great power the apostles continued 
to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 
was upon them all. [34]  There were no needy persons among 
them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold 
them, brought the money from the sales [35]  and put it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  
 

ii. No one told them to do this, but their character had been changed 
and it had an impact on people who saw and became believers in 
the power of Jesus. 

 
e. Joy in the face of sacrifice 

i. Acts 5:41 [41]  The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because 
they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 
[42]  Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, 
they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that 
Jesus is the Christ.  
 

ii. It wasn’t so long ago and these people had run to hide.  
iii. Now they looked with joy and being counted worthy to suffer. 

 
iv. What happened after Jesus left is what God had promised, even 

to this day. 
 

4. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to 
the Father.  
John 14:12 
a. Jesus had done a lot of miracles. His statement wasn’t that they would 

do more miracles than he did. That would be hard to measure. 
b. He was telling them that he was going away. 
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John 14:6  Jesus told them, “I go to prepare a place for you.” 
 
The disciples asked, “Where are you going and show us the way.” 
 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. [7]  If you really knew me, 
you would know * my Father as well. From now on, you do know him 
and have seen him.”  
[8]  Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for 
us.”  
[9]  Jesus answered: “Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have 
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? [10]  Don't 
you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living 
in me, who is doing his work. [11]  Believe me when I say that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence 
of the miracles themselves. [12]  I tell you the truth, anyone who has 
faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father. [13]  And I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the 
Father. [14]  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  
 

c. Jesus said that he was going away after he had died and risen from 
the dead, conquered sin and death. 
 

d. Then it would be the disciples, you and me, that would do what He 
hadn’t done – build the Church, see millions of people become 
disciples. 
 

e. That is what happened in the days after Jesus left. 
 

f. That is what he has called us to. 
 


