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Worldwide Community  
When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s supper. For when the time comes to 

eat, each of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes 

drunk. 
 
What! Don’t  you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show contempt for the 

church of God and humiliate those who have nothing?– 1 Corinthians 11:17-26 

 

One of my favorite jokes seems appropriate for this Sunday, for a number of 

reasons. The story goes that the president of Tyson Foods, the world’s largest 

producer of chicken, went to see the Pope. “Your Holiness,” he began, “Tyson 

Foods would like to make a business proposal. We would like to offer the Roman 

Catholic Church 100 million dollars a year if it will change the words of the Lord’s 

Prayer from “give us this day our daily bread,” to “give us this day our daily 

chicken.” “But that would be impossible,” sputters the Pope. “Those words were 

given to us by Jesus himself!”  

 

The president of Tyson Foods, answers calmly. “We are both powerful men, and 

we know that what seems impossible is often only difficult for those with the 

resolve to accomplish it. I will raise my offer to 500 million dollars a year. “This is 

outrageous,” protests the Pope. I couldn’t possibly change the words of the Lord’s 

Prayer for mere money.” The Tyson Foods man is unfazed, and raises his offer to a 

billion dollars a year. But this he says, is his final offer. 

 

The next day, the Pope calls a meeting of the College of Cardinals. “I have some 

good news and some bad news,” he tells them. “The good news is that I have just 

made a deal that will solve all of our money problems for many years.”  

 

“That’s great!” the cardinals exclaim. But then one asks, “What’s the bad news?” 

 

The Pope’s expression turns sombre. “I’m sorry to tell you,” he says, “that we lost 

the Wonderbread contract.”  ;-)  I’ll come back to that joke in a few minutes.  

 



This morning is Worldwide Communion Sunday, and around the world, Christian 

communities are intentionally sharing bread (not chicken!) and grape juice or wine 

(not Coca Cola!) as an act of communion with people from around the world. But 

why? What does it mean to be in communion worldwide?  

 

The word communion comes from the same Latin root as the words community and 

communicate, which are all derived from the word for common. Community and 

communication depend on what is common, ordinary, everyday and shared among 

people. So communion is a ritual that acknowledges our commonality, that we are 

a part of a community in which we hold something in common. It also uses 

common, ordinary things, bread and drink. These are not special foods for 

exceptional people. They are everyday foods for ordinary people. They are what 

we have in common. They are what unites us.  

 

Jesus celebrated many meals with people. It seems to have been his intention to 

break down the barriers between people by asking them to share a meal. Meals 

bring us together. “It is hard to preserve your dignity,” writes Fred Buechner, “with 

butter on your chin, or to keep your distance when asking for the tomato ketchup.” 

When Jesus then, at the Last Supper, asked us to remember him by sharing this 

simple meal of common ingredients, he was asking us to be in communion, to be in 

community.  

 

But in Corinth something had gone wrong, and people had missed the point. Paul 

wrote to tell them he was very upset because he had heard that when they got 

together to eat, they didn’t actually share their food. Those who had much would 

eat and drink (and sometimes drink too much) but those with little would go 

hungry. Paul accuses those with much of showing contempt for the church of God, 

the body of Christ, and humiliating those who had nothing. “It isn’t really the 

Lord’s supper you are eating,” he protests, because the Lord Jesus asked us to eat 

together in quite a different way.  

 

So what does that mean for us today? It means, I think, that communion cannot be 

an empty ritual which has nothing to do with the attempt to be in community, to 

communicate, to reach out across the boundaries of our own families and support 

each other. Communion cannot be separated from our efforts to help and support 



and learn from each other. In the absence of that effort to form a real supportive 

and caring community, communion is not communion at all. It will do us no good, 

and might actually do us harm.  

 

This Sunday reminds us that the body of Christ goes way beyond this single 

congregation, or even the denomination of which we are a part. It extends around 

the world, to all those who share this meal, and beyond that, to the whole world 

God loves.  

 

In the United Church, we seek to live out this form of community by working in 

partnership with many Christian and non-Christian groups around the world which 

strive for justice and peace. We seek to learn from them and to offer them our best 

wisdom; we seek to offer support to those in need and to receive their support for 

our work.  

 

Over the past number of years, we and other churches around the world have been 

exploring the growing sense that we are now living in a situation very similar to 

the first Christians, who suffered under the domination of the Roman Empire. 

Rome imposed its will on subject peoples, extracted their wealth, and used local 

elites to give legitimacy to its rule. The Roman Empire was supported by an 

ideology of the Pax Romana, and the cult of emperor worship.  

 

Today, there is a network of financial institutions, powerful governments with 

powerful military backing which does very much the same thing, and so it is being 

described by many as a new global empire. This new empire is dominated by the 

military might and political clout of a few very powerful countries, administered 

by international financial institutions like the World Bank and the International 

Monetary Fund, and represented by international corporations, like Tyson Foods 

and many others. The dominant ideology is the ideology of the free market, which 

preaches a faith that the pursuit of profit will benefit everyone. This system puts 

profit and economic growth before the well-being of the environment and human 

communities. The joke with which I started this sermon draws its humour from the 

sad truth that even our most sacred values are being sacrificed on the altar of the 

new god called “profit.”  

 



Canadian General Romeo Dallaire has been asking for years why the world 

community wouldn’t stop Rwanda’s 1994 genocide, or subsequent genocides in 

Darfur, Syria and Myanmar. He says the most honest answer he has received came 

from a representative of this new global empire, who told him that Rwanda then, 

and Myanmar now, have nothing except people. No oil, no diamonds, no gold, no 

thriving economies or vast wealth. By every economic criteria, Africa and Darfur 

and Myanmar don’t count. They’ve got nothing, but people. And to the new global 

empire, it is only money that counts, only profit, only economic growth. Water 

stops becoming a human right and becomes a commodity instead. The war on 

terror becomes the excuse for suppressing dissent, and housing becomes 

unaffordable for many lower and middle class people. The new global empire, to 

use Paul’s words, “humiliates those who have nothing,” but on a scale far 

surpassing anything previously seen in human history.  

 

This Worldwide Communion Sunday, I think it is important for us to see this meal 

that we share as a communion particularly with those around the world who 

struggle for economic and political justice. I invite you to see your participation in 

this meal as an expression of your desire for a different kind of world order, for an 

order built on justice and freedom rather than oppression. I invite you to commit 

yourself to a world community in which the things we need are shared with all. I 

invite you to be in communion worldwide.  

 

Let us pray: Break down, O God, the barriers that prevent us from being in 

community, and make us, your people one global communion of justice and love. 

Amen.  
 

 


