
 
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Thank you so much for your patience as we have waited for the update from Premier 
Kenney and the Government of Alberta. Having considered the declaration of a state of 
public health emergency, the still high number of cases of COVID-19 in Alberta and the 
increase in lives lost, I have taken the hard decision to keep our churches closed until 
December 15th.  
 
I hope that a fall in case numbers and a flattening of the curve will allow us to have some 
worship services on Advent 4 and during Christmas, however that is by no means 
guaranteed. The two most likely scenarios are that a 1/3 capacity with distancing and 
masking rule will be in place, or that all worship will be live-streamed. This is a very 
difficult thing to write. I have not made this decision lightly.   
 
Your parish clergy may decide to have prayer stations open each day at which clergy can 
meet by appointment with parishioners. People must be masked and maintain 2-metre 
physical distancing. Outdoor prayer times may continue but please note the new 
government rule of 10 people maximum. 
 
There will be no face-to-face meetings such as vestry or corporation or even Bible studies 
for the next three weeks. We will continue to use, Zoom, Facebook live, Skype or other 
platforms.  
 
Weddings and Funerals may have in-person attendees – including clergy person and 
musician – of a maximum of 10 people. This is effective immediately and mandatory for 
at least three weeks. Receptions are no longer allowed at all. 
 
Meal programs and food bank depot ministries will continue, but please be extra vigilant 
around hand washing and hand sanitizing. To cancel those ministries would cause more 
difficulty for those in greatest need. I am so mindful of the importance of these ministries 
and of the sacrifices many of our volunteers are making to keep them going. 
 
It has been recommended that people work from home wherever possible. Therefore, the 
synod office will be closed and staff will work remotely effective November 28th. Please 
contact all of us by email if there is anything at all that you need. I have also recommended 
that clergy work from home where possible. If you are grieving, if you are in need of 
pastoral care, if you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact your clergy, we are 
all here for you. 



This is going to be a stressful time, but I think that part of the stress for many of us was not 
knowing what would happen next. Hopefully the government’s announcements this week 
have given some measure of predictability to the next month. 
 
My brothers and sisters, please take good care of yourselves and your families. I know this 
is a very hard thing to be doing as we approach Advent. Let us keep in our prayers all those 
on the front lines providing essential services in our communities, all medical personnel, 
teachers and caregivers.  
 
 
With my love and prayers 
+Jane 
 
 
  

God is our refuge and strength,  a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
 though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  

Psalm 46 
 


