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She had always wanted to be a veterinarian. 
 She grew up on a farm 
  She loved animals. 
   She raised goats and steers in 4-H. 
 
She had always wanted to be a veterinarian. 
 She felt it was where she could make a difference. 
  It was where her passion met an everyday need. 
 
But when it came to school  
 She wasn’t much of a scholar. 
  And to get into the College of Veterinary Medicine 
   She needed good marks in organic chemistry, 
    Biochemistry and genetics. 
 
She worked at it for a year. 
 But even with tutors 
  And extra study sessions 
   She never scored higher than a B minus; 
    No-where near  

what she needed to get into the college. 
 
Five years later 
 She’s running her own dog-walking business. 
  She enjoys the work. 
   Her clients love her. 
 
But she doesn’t feel she’s making much of a difference. 
 As she walks her many miles, 
  She carries a lot of regret.  
 

He had always wanted to be a lawyer. 
 Not the sort of lawyer that works in a corporate office, 
  Wears expensive suits, 
   or drives fast cars. 
 
No he wanted to be the sort of lawyer 
 Who stands up for the little guy; 
  Someone who takes on the corporate bullies. 
 
He made it into law school. 
 But then his wife became pregnant. 
  He did the math and when he discovered 
   That the student loans wouldn’t be sufficient 
    he dropped out and found a job. 
    
Now he works for his brother’s company 
 Where he gives estimates for janitorial services. 
  He doesn’t feel like he’s living up to his potential. 

But any career change is unlikely  
 Now than another child is on the way. 

 
Most of us have had vocational dreams  
 Of one type or another. 
  We’ve aspired to find that place 
   Where “our deep gladness 

 meets the world's deep need” 
 
That place where gladness meets need 

And we get paid.i 
 

But for some of us, 
 Our work, our employment 
  Is only a shadow of such a vocation. 
 
And for others, for others, 
 Work feels empty and meaningless. 
 
I play soccer every Friday 
 At a neighbourhood community center. 
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Every week an employee from that community centre 
 Comes into the gym to bring the soccer balls 
  Out of the locked equipment cupboard. 
 
When he enters the gym 
 He yells at the students 
  Still lingering after their basketball session. 
 
Then he unlocks the cupboards 
 And passes us the balls. 
 
He doesn’t say much.    

He moves under a dark cloud. 
    
But most of us are pretty sympathetic. 
 I mean he’s middle-aged, 
  making minimum wage. 
 
Opening gym doors 

and managing sports equipment 
  isn’t the sort of work 
   that most people aspire to. 
    
And yet he is providing for us 
 A service that is needed. 
  If we’re gonna play soccer, 
   We will need someone to open and shut doors 
    And manage the equipment. 
 
So is there some way  

he could find greater purpose 
and enjoyment in the work that he is doing? 

   
And what about the rest of us? 
 Is there a way we can find value 
  In our mundane daily tasks? 
 
Pause. 
 
 

You may have been be surprised to have heard 
 That second passage that was read for you this morning: 
  those ‘household rules’ that the Apostle Paul 
   gave to the church at Colossae. 
 
All this calling women to be submissive, 
 commanding slaves to be obedient… 
  It’s passages like these 

that give Christians a bad name. 
 
Of course most of understand 
 That the Bible is in fact an ancient library 
  Composed of legends and histories, poems and letters. 
 
And that these writings  

are the products of different cultures 
  From much earlier times. 
     
Understanding each text’s cultural/historical context  

Gives us a greater appreciation 
  of the words that have been written. 
 
And it allows to hear what the Spirit 
 Is saying to us today. 
 
So then—what about that passage? 
 
At first glance we would easily ignore our passage 
 For being so reactionary. 
  Yet with the help of scholars  
   We learn that in terms of its then-contemporary culture 
    It was really progressive. 
 
The fact that wives and children and slaves 
 Are told how they should be acting was common in that era. 
  Patriarchy and slavery were the norm. 
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But into that culture the text breathes new life: 
 “Their duties [of wives, children, servants] are balanced  

by the corresponding duties  
of husbands, parents and masters.”ii 
 

Husbands are called to go ‘all out’ in loving their wives. 
 And to watch that they don’t provoke their children. 
  Masters are commanded to treat their slaves just a fairly. 
 
Recognising this progressive edge in this ancient letter 
 May help us to hear the verses that follow; 
  Paul’s wisdom about work: 
 
I like the way Eugene Peterson renders this section 
 In his translation, The Message: 
 
Servants, do what you’re told… 

And don’t just do the minimum that will get you by.  
Do your best.  

 
Work from the heart for your real Master, for God,  

confident that you’ll get paid in full  
when you come into your inheritance.  

 
Keep in mind always that the ultimate Master you’re serving is Christ.”iii 
 
How are we to find value 
 In our mundane tasks? 
 
The advice Paul gives to slaves and servants 
 Is to do their work with excellence; 
  Knowing that their efforts are, 

In the end, honoring God. 
 
In the same way we can realise 

That our boring or repetitive, 
  poorly compensated, 

Or lowly esteemed work 
 Also can be a means by which WE 
  Honor God. 

That menial tasks can honor God 
 Is not terribly hard to imagine. 
 
Most of us have had the distinct displeasure 
 To walk into a restroom 
  that is well, dirty. 
 
There is a clipboard on the back of the door 
 That says someone has been in recently. 
  But you haven’t seen a filthier toilet west of Winnipeg. 
   And so you leave in disgust. 
 
On the flip side 

Most of us known the blessing 
 Of visiting a restroom where the janitor is so diligent 
  That you can see your reflection in the tiles. 

 
Their good work makes us feel safe and comfortable. 
 The place is a true oasis; 
  A place where you can really relax. 
 
When work, even mundane or menial work 

is done with excellence, 
  People are cared for and honored. 
And when people are cared for and honored 
 then so is our God. 
 
We sometimes forget that don’t we? 
 Whatever work we do in our active years 
  Or retirement; whatever vocation we have found 
 
Is only as “subset of a larger vocation… 

the job of loving God and neighbor…”iv  
    
Sometimes in our longing to be somewhere else 
 Using other gifts, 
  Doing things we think really matter, 
   We end up neglecting the ways 
    That our work can serve others  
     And honor God right now. 
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The famous protestant reformer, 
 John Calvin, was asked by a baker: 
  “How can I glorify God?” 
 
So how does a baker,  

A baker, 
glorify God? 

 
We might advise his to switch his careers. 
  Train for a vocation that has greater impact. 
 
We might counsel the baker 
 To seek activities outside his employment. 
  Places where she might touch deeper needs. 
 
 
 

i Quote from Frederick Buechner 
ii Tom Wright Paul for Everyone 186 

Of course we can also imagine 
 That people are blessed by the mundane everyday activity 
  Of kneading dough, and pulling loaves out of ovens. 
 
I mean when people have bread to eat 
 Hunger in sated, 

empty tummies are filled, 
   

“How can I glorify God?” the baker asked Calvin. 
 “Bake good bread” was his reply. 
 
Whatever we do 
 May we do it with excellence 
  And may WE also glorify God. 
 
Amen. 
  

iii Colossians 3:22-23 MSG 
iv Barbara Brown Taylor An Altar in the World 117 

                                                           


