




WORD CRIME: “IT’S GOD’S WILL”
“I have peace about it.” 

“This is meant to be.”      
 “There’s an open door.” 

“I don’t believe in coincidences.” 
“God told me…”   

 “I feel led…” 
“God has a plan.” 

“This is what I’m supposed to do.” 
“My heart/spirit/gut says…” 

“I’ve met my soulmate.” 
“I’m just seeking God’s will for my life.”



X



NOT A PUZZLE OR BLANK SLATE…

➤ 1 Thessalonians 4:3 

➤ Matthew 6:10 

➤ Matthew 25:14-30



NEITHER A BLUEPRINT, 
NOR A BLANK SLATE, 

BUT STEWARDSHIP (MATT. 25)



ISN’T THERE A VERSE ABOUT GOD HAVING A “PERFECT WILL”?

➤ Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—HIS good, 
pleasing and perfect WILL. - NIV 

➤ “HIS”and the second “WILL” are not in Greek.  They’re supplied by the 
translator as an interpretive decision. 

➤ Virtually all other modern translations say something like “… what God’s will 
is—namely, what is good, pleasing and mature/perfect” (CEB, CSV, ESV, ISV, 
NASB, NET, NLT, NRSV, among others) 

➤ It’s about moral judgements, not a divine blueprint!



JEREMIAH 29:11 (NIV)

“For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”



“Those whom God 
foreknew he also 
predestined to be 
conformed to the image of 
his Son…”

ROMANS 8:29



I KNEW YOU’D DO THAT 
(FOREKNOWLEDGE)



I PREDESTINED YOU TO CLAP 
YOUR HANDS



WHAT ABOUT GOD CHOOSING PEOPLE, LIKE JEREMIAH, PAUL, ETC.?

➤ Jeremiah 1:5 - “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,    before you were born I 
set you apart;    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

➤ Galatians 1:15-16 - “God… set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by 
his grace… so that I might preach him among the Gentiles.”  

➤ Role, not blueprint 

➤ Descriptive, not prescriptive 







Decision Making in the Context of a Praying Community



BUT…

➤ What about dreams, visions, or strong feelings? 

➤ 1 John 4:1 

➤ What if I (don’t) have peace about it? 

➤ Jesus in the Garden vs. Jonah in the boat 

➤ What about “open doors”? 

➤ Opportunity is not an order: 2 Cor. 2:12-13 

➤ What about being “led by the Spirit”? 

➤ Romans 8 & Galatians 5 contrasting sinful human desires with God’s 

➤ What about God wanting us to do something specific? 

➤ Acts 16:6-10



GOD’S WILL IS NOT SOMETHING 
WE SEEK, 

IT’S SOMETHING WE DO.



➤ https://joshuapaulsmith.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/975a0-theologycartoon.jpg 

➤ http://www.norvillerogers.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/BibleBitesPodcast-
Infographic-WesleyanQuadrilateral.png 

➤ http://www.blueprintarchitectural.com/wp-content/themes/blueprint/images/
blueprint-3.jpg 

➤ http://www.pakpublishers.com/downloads/wallpapers/Baby_Wallpapers/Baby
%20Clap.jpeg 

➤ http://4simpsons.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/jeremiah-29.jpg 

➤ https://threesixtyfivefiction.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/blank-slate.jpg
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