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APPOINTED TO GIVE THANKS 
CMBC October 9, 2016  Thanksgiving                                       1Chronicles 16:41; Psalm 100 

 
Thanksgiving began as a religious holiday. 
Can you think of any religion outside of Christianity where their god urges the people to give 
thanks? 
 
 

1. A GOD WHO LOVES REJOICING 

a. Receiving every day with thanksgiving 
i. 1 Timothy 4:1 – 5  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon 

the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. [2] Such 
teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared 
as with a hot iron. [3] They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from 
certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those 

who believe and who know the truth. [4] For everything God created is good, 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, [5] because it is 

consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 
ii. Philippians 4:6 - 7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. [7] And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

iii. Ephesians 5:20  Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
iv. Psalm 119:62  At midnight I rise to give you thanks for your righteous laws.  

 
b. Thanksgiving in the Job Description 

i. Sometimes the Bible records amazing bits of detail. 
ii. David is bringing the Ark Of The Covenant to Jerusalem 
iii. He has set up a tent where the Ark will be placed for their place of worship 
iv. There is great excitement 
v. David carefully plans all the details for the transportation, for the splendor and 

ceremony around bringing the Ark to it place. 
1. There were choirs arranged for. 
2. Levites to make the sacrifices 
3. Others to guard the Ark 
4. A select few Levites to carry the Ark with specific detailed instructions. 

vi. And then this: 
1 Chronicles 16:41  With them were Heman and Jeduthun and the rest of those 
chosen and designated by name to give thanks to the LORD, “for his love 
endures forever.”  

vii. The choirs were to sing songs of praise to God. 
viii. But there were these two. Their job was to lead a team of people specifically 

designated to give thanks to the LORD. 
ix. What do you suppose they did? 

 
c. God loves the spirit and sound of thanksgiving 
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2. INVITED TO THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 

a. “for his love endures forever.” That was their theme. 

i. You know where they got this from? Psalm 100 
ii. It is the only Psalm with the title “For giving thanks.” 
iii. And in the last verse, verse 5, you have the words,”For his love endures 

forever.” 

iv. There is no God like this who loves joyful singing and thanksgiving and calls us 
to a worship of thanksgiving. 
 

b. A call to joyful worship 
i. Psalm 100:1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. [2] Worship the LORD with 

gladness; come before him with joyful songs 
ii. [4] Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to 

him and praise his name. 
iii. This isn’t a song leader who is pestering you and saying, “Come on! Smile! Sing 

louder!” 
iv. This is telling us something about God. 
v. God is inviting us – “Come into my presence.” 
vi. A God “whose love endures forever.” 

 
c. Worship by a life of serving 

i. Here is an interesting fact about this worship. 
1. There is no Hebrew word that directly translates into our word “worship” as 

in Psalm 100:2 Worship the LORD with gladness; 
2. The closest translation actually is “serve” as in “Serve the LORD with 

gladness;” 
ii. The two words need to be combined  

1. I don’t know if it would be connected with what we call Worship Service. 
2. It isn’t just for one hour and 10 minutes.  
3. It is a life-style of worship/service 

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do 

it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.  

4. This isn’t a service that is a drudgery. It is one with joy, and gladness, 
celebration. 

iii. What a great job Heman and Jeduthun had. 
iv. The temple wasn’t designed for congregational worship. 

1. The temple was Yahweh’s dwelling. 
2. So when He invites us, He invites us to a life-style of thanksgiving and joy. 
3. He invites us to thanksgiving worship in every circumstance, together with 

all believing brothers and sisters  
4. What do you think that looks like? 

 
Here is why that kind of worship is possible. It is possible because of the God we worship. 

3. THE GOD OF OUR WORSHIP 

a. Psalm 100:3 Know that the LORD is God. 

i. Know that Yahweh is God, the only God 
ii. He is the LORD Almighty 
iii. That is who invites you 
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b. The worship of thankfulness 
i. Because this is who he is. 
ii. [3] It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his 

pasture. Sheep had to have careful carrying. 
 

c. He is the reason for thanksgiving 
i. [5] For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 

continues through all generations.  
ii. The world knows nothing about this kind of love 
iii. When you and I don’t follow him, we miss out on this heart of thanksgiving. 
iv. If we don’t spent time with Him to get to know him, we miss out on this great, life 

long, life giving experience 
 

 There is no other God like this. 

 There is nothing that can give us this kind of experience outside of God. 

 It is the reason we celebrate thanksgiving. 

 It is what we mean when we say, “Happy Thanksgiving!” 

 Heman and Jeduthun and you have a great job description. “Appointed to give thanks”.  


