
 

24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The   
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to 
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then 
do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said,  
‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat 
along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the    
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,  
“Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”  
 
31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The  
kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that    
a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of    
all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the    
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven 
is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three 
measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 
 
 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And 
his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the     
parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The 
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The 
field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the 
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and 
the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as 
the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be 
at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his     
angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes 
of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let 
him hear.  

If Christians are empowered by the Holy Spirit and “more than conquerors”, then why is the Church so defeated? 

 

 

The centre of Christianity has shifted from Europe to the global South and East. 

 One hundred years ago 80% of the Christians lived in North America and Europe; today it is only 40%. 

 Today Latin America and Africa make up 1 billion Christians.  

 In Asia Christianity is growing at twice the rate of the population.  

 China (100 million?) and India (71 million?) 

 

“I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed 
him.”  (1 Kings 19:18) 



What must happen for a moral revolution to take place: 

1.  That which was condemned must be celebrated 

2.  That which was celebrated must be condemned 

3.  Those who will not celebrate must be condemned 

 

“They not only do them [i.e. unrighteous acts] but give approval to those who practice them.”  (Romans 1:32) 

 

Two Views: 

 Victory only beyond history 

 Victory within history 

 

“This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14) 

“the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing.”      
                       (Colossians 1:5-6) 

“all Israel will be saved”  (Romans 11:26) 

 

“The state of this country in a religious and moral point of view was so painfully unsatisfactory that it is difficult 
to convey any adequate idea of it.  England seemed barren of all that is really good.  How such a state of things 
can have arisen in a land of free Bibles . . . is almost beyond comprehension.  Christianity seemed to lie as one 
dead. . . . There was darkness in high places and darkness in low places – darkness in the court, the camp, the 
Parliament, and the bar – darkness in the country, and darkness in the town, darkness among the rich and 
darkness among poor.”  —J.C.Ryle 

“An open and professed disregard for religion is the distinguishing character of the age.” —J.C.Ryle 

 

“The gospel so proclaimed was listened to and greedily received by hundreds who never dream of going to a 
place of worship. Thousands came to Christ.”  —George Whitfield 

 

“There was never such a general awakening and concern of the things of God known in America before. . .     
The gospel in this day may be likened to a fire set to well dried fuel: it no sooner touches but a flame arises.”    
—Jonathan Edwards 

 

“The nation had drifted far from God.  The spiritual conditions were low indeed.  Church attendance was poor, 
and sin abounded on every side.  Suddenly like an unexpected tornado, the Spirit of God swept over the land.  
The churches were crowded, so that multitudes were unable to get in.  Meetings lasted from ten in the morning 
until twelve at night. Three definite services were held each day…nothing had ever come over Wales with such 
far reaching results.  Sinners were converted; drunkards, thieves and gamblers saved. . . . Confessions of awful 
sins were heard on every side.  Old debts paid.  In five weeks twenty thousand people joined the churches.”     
—Dr. Stephen Olford 


