
 
 

March 18, 2018 
 

EXTRAVAGANT LOVE 
 

Text: Matthew 26:6–13 Mark 14:3–9 John 12:1–8 (ESV) 
  
“Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Now 
when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, so they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served … Lazarus was one of 
those reclining with him at table.  A woman, Mary, came up to him with an alabaster flask [and] took a pound of very expensive 
ointment, made from pure nard, and she broke the flask, she poured and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair, 
[and] on his head as he reclined at table. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. And when the disciples saw it 
[including] Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? “Why was 
this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” (Because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag 
he used to help himself to what was put into it) But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Leave her alone, why do you trouble the 
woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. so that she may keep it for the day of my burial, she has done what she could; she 
has anointed my body beforehand for burial. You always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. In pouring this 
ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”” 

 
Jesus’ Interpretation of Mary’s Action 
 
It is very unlikely that Mary intentionally anointed Jesus that day as a symbol of His 
death and burial. However, Jesus interpreted the act as foretelling his death and burial.   
 

The extravagant love of Mary, 
was indicative of 

the extravagant love of Christ on the Cross. 
 

1. The Love of Christ in His Death was an Excessive Act of Servanthood 
 
“Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”” (Matthew 20:28, ESV).  Cf: Philippians 2:6–8 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The truth is, that this extreme servanthood was only and could only be accomplished by 
Jesus.   
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202:6-8


 
 

2. The Love of Christ in His Death was Costly 
 
The magnitude of Christ’s death is beyond human imagination.  Matthew 27:46 
 
2Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The Love of Christ in His Death Came From Brokenness 
 
“And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is 
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:24, KJV).   
 
The English word "excruciating" comes from the Latin, excruciatus, or "out of the cross."  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. The Love of Christ in His Death was a Beautiful Fragrance 
 
Ephesians 5:2 
 
“And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse 
the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever 
again strike down every living creature as I have done.”” Genesis 8:21 (ESV), 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The fragrance of Christ’s love on the Cross totally and completely has and will totally 
eradicate the stench of sin. 
 

Application 
 
Other than falling in amazement and wonder; other than responding in a lifestyle of awe 
and worship, how do we respond to such love?  Matthew 26:13 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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