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EXTRAVAGANT LOVE 
Text: Matthew 26:6–13 Mark 14:3–9 John 12:1–8 

 
Introduction 
 
As we experienced last Sunday, we have 3 witnesses, Matthew, Mark and John reporting on an 
important event in the life of Christ as he progressed toward Jerusalem – the place that he would suffer 
and die – not for his sin, but for ours.   Here is the collected account of a dinner party given in his honor. 
 
Matthew 26:6–13 Mark 14:3–9 John 12:1–8 (ESV) 
  
“Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Now 
when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, so they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served … Lazarus was 
one of those reclining with him at table.  A woman, Mary, came up to him with an alabaster flask [and] took a pound of very 
expensive ointment, made from pure nard, and she broke the flask, she poured and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet 
with her hair, [and] on his head as he reclined at table. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. And when the 
disciples saw it [including] Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), were indignant, saying, “Why 
this waste? “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” (Because he was a thief, and 
having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it) But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Leave 
her alone, why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. so that she may keep it for the day of my 
burial, she has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. You always have the poor with you, but 
you will not always have me. In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. Truly, I say to you, 
wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”” 
 

When we examine the evidence from all three evangelists we discern that: 
 
It was 6 days before Passover which brought Jesus to Bethany, the home of Lazarus whom Christ raised from the 
dead. In Bethany Jesus was in the home of Simon the leper for dinner. All the disciples were apparently there also. 
Martha was serving. Lazarus and Mary were in attendance.  While they were reclining at the table Mary came to 
Jesus with an alabaster flask.  It was a pound of very expensive ointment made from pure nard.  She broke the flask 
poured it on his head down to his feet.  The fragrance of the perfume filled the whole house. 
 
The disciples along with Judas (who would betray Jesus) were indignant because of the waste.  Judas said that this 
ointment could have been sold for 300 denarii (a year’s wages) and the money given to the poor. 
 
Jesus told them all to leave her alone and stop troubling her.  He considered her act a beautiful thing. He then 
interprets her act; and as to the poor they will also be with them, but he won’t. 
 
Jesus foretold that wherever the Gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be memorialized. 

 

Jesus’ Interpretation of Mary’s Action 
 
It is not uncommon that we find some variance between the witness accounts of the same event in the 
Gospels.  This is normal and substantive details are never contradicted.  However, the most difficult 
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aspect to this story is the interpretation by Jesus of Mary’s action.  Notice how the Gospel writers record 
the words: 
 

A. “In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial.” (Matthew 26:12, ESV)  
B. “She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial.” (Mark 14:8, ESV)  

C. “Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial.” (John 12:7, ESV)  
 
The Greek text1 permits several options2, but the context seems to be this: It is very unlikely that Mary 
intentionally anointed Jesus that day as a symbol of His death and burial. She probably meant this simply 
as a display of costly, humble devotion. “Hosts would normally provide water for the feet, anointing only 
the head; Mary is shockingly extravagant. Moreover, only servants normally handled a person’s feet.”3 
Mary anointed his own body. Tis emphasizes the extravagance of her expression, i.e., not just feet but 
his whole body.  Not just water, but costly perfume! 
 
However, her act signaled a lot more than she or anyone else in the room knew.  However, Jesus 
interpreted the act as foretelling his death and burial.  The point is this:  The extravagant love of Mary, was 

indicative of the extravagant love of Christ on the Cross. 
 
This is the only interpretation that makes sense of Jesus prophecy: “Wherever this gospel is proclaimed 
in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”  That phrase “what she has 
done”, i.e., meaning extravagant, lavish love will always be the proclamation of the Gospel.  It is in the 
proclamation of the Gospel that was see the lavish, extravagant love of Christ: “but God shows his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8, ESV)  
 
Like the act of Mary’s devotion, the love of Christ on the Cross was: 
 

a. An excessive act of servanthood; 
b. Costly, expensive;  
c. From a broken vessel; and 
d. Its fragrance was obvious. 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 Carson, D. A. (1991). The Gospel according to John (p. 430). Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. 
Eerdmans. 
2  1. Did Jesus say, “Leave her alone so she could keep it for my burial.” 

2. Did Jesus say, “Leave her alone she has done this because she had been keeping it for my burial.” 
3. Did Jesus say, “Leave her alone, let her keep it for my burial.” 
4. Did Jesus say, “Leave her alone. Give her the credit of having poured out this perfume as she would have on the 
day of my burial.” 

 
3 HarperCollins Christian Publishing. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient 
World of Scripture (Kindle Locations 240804-240805). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.   

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcjohn?ref=Bible.Jn12.7-8&off=1223&ctx=enerous+paraphrase.%0a~The+second+option+se
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1. The Love of Christ in His Death was an Excessive Act of Servanthood 
 
Jesus once said about himself, “Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.”” (Matthew 20:28, ESV).  As I noted, normally a servant just washed the 
feet of a guest with water.  Mary washed his whole body – with perfume. What an excessive act of 
servanthood!  Certainly, when we think of Christ’s servanthood, excessive, lavish, extravagant are 
understatements.  Hear what Paul writes, 
 
“who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
(Philippians 2:6–8, ESV)  
 
We often emphasize the fact that Jesus’ servanthood is a good example to follow. And certainly, that is 
true.  But there is one act of servanthood that Jesus did that you and I cannot replicate.  You and I 
cannot follow Jesus to this extreme.  As he said to his disciples, “. . . Are you able to drink the cup that I 
am to drink” (Matthew 20:22, ESV)?    You and I cannot serve God’s people by dying for their sin.  You 
and I might die in rescuing a loved one, or during military, police duty, etc.  But we cannot atone for the 
sin of another. Paul spoke of it hypothetically when he said of his fellow Jews: “For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh.” (Romans 9:3, ESV).  The truth is, that this extreme servanthood was only and could only be 
accomplished by Jesus.  The reality is that we cannot be cut off from Christ for the sake of another.  We 
do not qualify as a “. . . the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29, ESV) 
 
The love of Christ seen as an excessive act of servanthood is amazing – and amazing is an 
understatement.   
  

2. The Love of Christ in His Death was Costly 
 
The magnitude of Christ’s death is beyond human imagination.  The physical cost is beyond 
comprehension.  But there was a cost that exceeds anything that Jesus physically endured.  It comes 
from his cry on the Cross. “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”” (Matthew 27:46, ESV). It 
was during the time of darkness that Jesus had been made sin for us (2Corinthians 5:21). He had been 
forsaken by the Father! That darkness was a symbol of the judgment that He endured when He was 
“made a curse” for us (Galatians 3:13).  
 
Jesus’ death was costly because he experienced the ultimate curse that anyone can experience.  He was 
eternally separated from God in a moment of time.  Contrary to the ultimate Hebraic blessing, he was 
devoid of any peace, any grace, any security – he was totally removed from the kind and gracious 
presence of his Father.  All he knew at that time was Hell – the absence of anything good and kind and 
the presence of God’s eternal wrath.  The love of Christ in his death was costly.  That too is an 
understatement. 
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3. The Love of Christ in His Death Came From Brokenness 
 
During the Last Supper with his disciples, we read in the Authorized Version: “And when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:24, KJV 1900).  The word “broken” is another understatement. 
 
The English word "excruciating" comes from the Latin, excruciatus, or "out of the cross." In every true 
sense, Jesus's death was that, and so much more.  The anticipation of the cross in the Garden of 
Gethsemane produced bloodied perspiration. It is a condition where the veins and skin become tender 
from torment, so they break, mixing the blood with sweat. Without sleep or food, he walked for several 
miles and endured the abuse of the trials.  He was beaten so badly that the whip cut deeply into body 
through the arteries to the bone. His scalp was pierced causing excessive bleeding. He was forced to 
carry a heavy cross some of the way to Calvary. Jesus was violently nailed to a cross that was driven with 
agonizing force into the ground.  It bore excessive, unspeakable pain just to breathe.  His weakness, his 
pain, the breaking of his body so severe that he died much earlier than the Roman executioners had 
anticipated. 
 
To suggest that his body was broken for us, is the understatement of understatements.   To make this 
more pointed, as the KJV translation of 1 Corinthians 11 brings to bear: his body was broken for us.  This 
was an alabaster jar of infinite value – broken for us.  The only words that Michael W. Smith could 
convey in his popular worship song were: “Like a rose trampled on the ground.”  Words cannot express 
the physical agony of the Cross – all expressing Christ’s love for us. 
 
Lastly, 
 

4. The Love of Christ in His Death was a Beautiful Fragrance 

 
Turn to Ephesians 5:2 (ESV), “And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.”  The death of Christ was a fragrant offering – a sweet, smelling odor.  This 
concept of a fragrant offering first appears in Genesis 8, following the flood.  Turn with me to Genesis 
8:21 (ESV), 
  
“And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the 
ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again 
strike down every living creature as I have done.”” 
 
It is a fragrant offering that removes the curse of sin.  This sounds crass, but it is true: the cross smelled 
good to God. He was well-pleased by the sacrifice of his Son.  What an amazing perfume; what an 
amazing fragrance that can dispel the odor of death and decay wrought by our sin.  The curse of sin 
pervades every nook and cranny of our lives.  Not an area of government, not an area of family life, not 
a corner of our being has escaped the sinfulness of sin.  At Christmas time we sing “Joy to the World” 
including these words: 
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No more let sin and sorrow grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground: 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
The fragrance of Christ’s love on the Cross totally and completely has and will totally eradicate the 
stench of sin. 
 

Application 
 
Other than falling in amazement and wonder; other than responding in a lifestyle of awe and worship, 
how do we respond to such love?  Well Christ gives us the answer in this story, when we read, “Truly, I 
say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in 
memory of her.”” (Matthew 26:13, ESV). 
 
We cannot repay such love.  We cannot earn such love.  We cannot replicate such love.  But we can tell 
of such love.  The proclamation of the Gospel to the whole world is the only reasonable, rational 
response to such love.  Why would we not want others to experience it? 
 
  
 


