
 
 

July 15, 2018 

The Book of Ruth – 10 
The Kinsman Claims His Own 

 
Text:  Ruth 4:1-10  
 

Introduction 
 
We left this story at a point where Ruth could come to a place of rest because Boaz 
would not rest until he had kept his promise to her.    

 
The Court Is Convened Ruth 4:1–2 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

  
The Court Is In Session Ruth 4:3–6 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The man answered and said, “I simply cannot afford it.” 
 

The Court Case Is Concluded Ruth 4:9–10 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+4%3A1-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+4%3A1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+4%3A3-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+4%3A9-10&version=ESV


 
 

The Narrator’s Point  
 
a. “Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the 

dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.”” (Ruth 4:5, ESV) [Emphasis mine]; and again, 
 

b. “Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all 
that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon. Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I 
have bought to be my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be 
cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day.”” (Ruth 4:9–10, ESV) 
[Emphasis mine] 

 

The kinsman—redeemer was to assure the future security and welfare of the family -- 
preserve the line of Elimelech and Mahlon which had been temporarily cut off by their 
deaths -- The kinsman-redeemer, in a sense, gives life – eternal life to the deceased 
relative, by raising up a seed (an offspring). 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
The Contemporary Application  
 
1. Boaz took the initiative to legally bring life, to bring to life the enduring legacy of 

the dead men. Boaz paid the price from his own resources.  
2. When the legal decision was made, Boaz, publicly claimed his own.  Without 

embarrassment and with boldness, he claimed his bride before the witnesses.  
 
Can you not see the Gospel of the Lord Jesus here?   
 
Hebrews 2:11–12 
 
“Can you imagine God’s being happy to be called the God of you? Yet He is—not 
because of who you are in yourself, but because of who you are in Christ . . .  When we 
realize that Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers and that God is not ashamed to say, 
“I am their God,” it should thrill our hearts. And it should make us all the more conscious 
that it is in the righteousness of Jesus Christ that we stand and not in our own, which at 
best is “like a filthy garment” (Isa. 64:6).”1  
 

                                                           
1 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (1983). Hebrews (p. 68). Chicago: Moody Press. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A11%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://ref.ly/logosres/hebmntc?ref=Bible.Heb2.11-13&off=2820&ctx=hould+live+like+it.%0a~Can+you+imagine+God%E2%80%99
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