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All My Relations 
Luke 4:16-21 

Aboriginal Sunday; June 21, 2020 
 
Text: 
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 "The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began 
to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 
 
Reflection: 
On this National Indigenous Peoples Day, I want to talk about a creation story I heard many 
years ago. This creation story reflects Cherokee peoples’ thought on how we are related to each 
other and other beings, especially in our time and place as we are experiencing racial 
discrimination, environmental crisis and COVID-19 pandemic.    
 
In his CBC (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation) Massey Lectures in 2003, Canadian novelist 
and professor at Guelph University Thomas King told an intriguing story. After describing two 
creation stories, one each from Native and Christian traditions, King said, “The elements in the 
book of Genesis [Hebrew Bible] create a particular universe governed by a series of hierarchies – 
God, man, animals, plants – that celebrate law, order, and good government, while in the 
aboriginal story, the universe is governed by a series of co-operations – Charm [name of the 
good officer], the Twins, animals and humans – that celebrate equality and balance.”1 The two 
stories represent two different worldviews. King continues, “If we see the world through Adam’s 
eyes, we are necessarily blind to the world that Charm and the Twins and the animals help to 
create. If we believe one story to be sacred, we must see the other as secular.” This thought 
reflects the dualism of a Western (Greek) philosophical worldview that has influenced traditional 
Christian theology, ethics and practice of mission and supported hierarchical thought and 
practice in family, church and society for centuries. A metaphysical dualism which shapes 
dominant theological patterns – God/people; people/earth; men/women; white/non-white – 
divides reality into opposing spheres. In this thinking one is good, the other is not good.  
 
Aboriginal people, however, do not think that the Great Spirit, the creator, works only for a 
particular group of people. They believe good things come from the four directions to all people. 
With respect for their sacred beliefs, this morning we lit four candles: red, yellow, black and 
white. The four candles signify not only four directions but also four races. Aboriginal peoples 
believe that each person, regardless of racial or cultural background, has a “special relationship” 
with the Great Spirit. This Great Spirit binds each individual person into a circle of equality and 
harmony.   
 

 
1 Thomas King, The Truth about Stories: A Native Narrative (Toronto: Anansi Press, 2003), 23-4. 
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This special relationship with the Great Spirit is not limited to human beings; it is extended to all 
relations. In his ground-breaking book in 1973, God is Red, native theologian Vine Deloria, Jr. 
says, “The task of the tribal religion, if such a religion can be said to have a task, is to determine 
the proper relationship that the people of the tribe must have with other living things.”2 In fact, 
Aboriginal people do not regard other living things as insensitive species. Rather they are 
“peoples” in the same manner that the various tribes are peoples. Aboriginal peoples’ concept of 
“people” is broader than that of non-Aboriginal people, particularly Westerners. Deloria applies 
the concept of “kinship” to animals, reptiles, birds and human beings. Beyond the boundary of 
human creatures, he extends the concept of kinship to all creatures. In doing this, he affirms that 
the task of the tribal religions is to seek right relationships. 
 
As they do in all human relationships, Aboriginal people care for other living beings as relatives. 
Their thinking and living is well expressed in their prayer response. Lakota and Dakota peoples 
use a short prayer response, mitakuye oyasin, translated variously as “for all my relations; we are 
all related; all are related,” as a refrain pattern after each section of prayer. As the meaning of 
mitakuye oyasin indicates, the phrase goes beyond the boundary of one’s immediate family to 
include “fellow tribal members or even all [aboriginal] people. At the same time, the phrase 
includes all the nations of Two-Leggeds in the world and, in the ever-expanding circle, all the 
nations other than Two-Leggeds – Four-Leggeds, the Wingeds and all the Living-Moving Things 
of the Earth.”3 Mitakuye oyasin has no boundaries to exclude others but seeks interrelatedness 
and interdependences, since all are relatives.  
 

 
 

The UCC’s Old Crest (left), Medicine Wheel (center) and the UCC’s New Crest (right) 
  

Mitakuye oyasin manifests in the UCC in a different language but in the same spirit and same 
philosophy. In 2012, at the 41st General Council of the UCC, the council approved a new crest to 
acknowledge the presence and spirituality of Aboriginal people in the UCC and to clearly 
identify that the UCC was built on Aboriginal heritage and territory. The crest changes include 
incorporating the four colours of the Aboriginal medicine wheel (yellow as a symbol of life and 
Asian people, black as a symbol of the south and dark-skinned people of the world, red as a 
symbol of the west and Aboriginal peoples, and white as the colour of the north and white-
skinned people) and adds the phrase “All My Relations” in Mohawk, “Akwe Nia’Tetewá:neren” 
to acknowledge that the first contact was made with the Mohawk communities of the East. The 
UCC seeks to cherish the gift of the presence of Aboriginal people and their philosophy, “All My 
Relations/Akwe Nia’Tetewá:neren,” meaning to live in mutual respect for differences. All My 

 
2 Vine Deloria, Jr., God Is Red (New York: Dell Publishing Co., 1973), 102.  
3 Kidwell, Clara Sue, Homer Noley and George E. “Tink” Tinker, A Native American Theology, 51. 
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Relations offers a sound basis for becoming an intercultural church, a Church living in harmony 
and respect among different cultures.  
 
The four sacred directions hold the circle of life together to remind us of “All My Relations.” 
The new crest of the United Church of Canada invites us to make a new beginning based on the 
philosophy “All My Relations” so that the UCC may live ever mindful of our interrelatedness 
and in mutual respect for our differences. In closing now let us use the First Nations’ prayer 
response. Each section of the prayer ends with the refrain like this:    

Mitakuye oyasin (We are all connected).  
And people response: Ho. Hetch etu aloh (It is very much so).4  

  
Hyuk Cho (The Rev. Dr.)   
Coordinating Minister   
West Point Grey United Church, Vancouver, BC.   
  
 

 
4 I owe this pattern to Bright Earth Warrior (Judith Favia). See McGaa, Mother Earth Spirituality, 217-219. 


