
Why Love Haters? 
Matthew 5:43-48 

“The only way to make sure you're happy is to love and care for others, even when they don't do the same. 
Spread love in the ways you know how, because the love you give is its own reward.”  ― Connor Chalfant 
 

Jesus has no problem-daring people to live beyond societal norms and he pushes us to stretch further 
than we can imagine.  It is the same way he is challenging each of us today.   
 

I believe God wants to take this church beyond the expectations of our limited thinking and cause us to 
move into a new identity for ourselves.  Our lesson opens with these words and I paraphrase: 
 

You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend', and its unwritten companion, 'Hate your 
enemy.' I'm challenging that today. I'm telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, 
not the worst.  

 
1. Take Charge of your Thinking 

• Everyday we have a choice as to what and how we will think about our relationships. You are in 
control! 

 
  When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working 
out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. 
 

2. Take Charge of your Reactions 

• Instead of replying to the person, speak to God concerning the person. 
 

 He gives his best-the sun to warm and the rain to nourish-to everyone, regardless: the good and the 
bad, the nice and the nasty.  

 
3. Take Charge of your Actions 

• Follow God’s lead and be a creator vs. maintainer (survivor) 
 

If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to 
those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any average sinner does that. 

 
4. Take Charge of your Identity 

• Recognize that you have access to a new reality (kingdom) and you don’t have to accept 
mediocrity. 
 

5. Take Charge of your Destiny (vocation) 

• We are called to be perfect: 

• In Character—aspire to be like Christ 

• In Holiness—to be separated unto God for his purpose 

• In Maturity—God expects different behavior in us depending our growth and development. 

• In Love—we can seek to love others as completely as Christ loves us. 


