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~People who have encountered Christ sincerely strive to outdo one another 

in sacrificial and even supernatural love~ 
 
Funerals – they are interesting things.  Your whole life gets abbreviated to fit 
within a 1 hour presentation, and everyone you loved comes with the purpose of 
remembering how your life impacted them.   
 
So do you ever think about what people will say at your funeral?  How you will be 
remembered, and by whom?  Who will attend and who won’t?  What will the 
people from your church say about you?  What will your family members say?  
What will your neighbours and co-workers say?  Will they come? 
  
About a year ago I had the opportunity to attend a phenomenal funeral of a man 
who was 62 years old and had known he was going to die for about 10 years.  
And with this perspective, Dave Coull, intentionally dedicated the time he had left 
to sharing His faith, increasing his generosity and loving the people God put in 
his path.  The result was that he ended up looking a lot like Jesus to a lot of 
people – and they told us about it.  And throughout the funeral I had the profound 
feeling that here was a man who had finished well.  And I was impressed that this 
is the way I wanted to be remembered, and I imagine so do you. 
… 
Now for anyone who is joining us for the first time today we are in the middle of a 
series through the “One Another” commands that are scattered throughout the 
New Testament.  And we have seen that these passages are descriptions of how 
individuals within the community of God relate to each other. 
 
But with that said, what we get in these instructions aren’t simple morals that we 
are to strive for.  They aren’t a list of “shoulds” and “should nots”.  Instead these 
commands are descriptions of what happens when God reaches down to a 
person extending His grace and filling them with His Spirit.  People like this find 
themselves living in ways that would have otherwise been impossible.  As such 
these One Anothers are not ways we are supposed to live as Christ followers, 
but instead are the evidences that we are in fact Christ followers. 
  
Now this doesn’t mean we arrive at the fullness of what these statements call for 
as soon as we come to Christ, but as you look back over your life, if you are 
someone who claims to follow Christ, you should see tangible evidence that you 
are growing more Christ-like by these “One Another” standards. 
 
 


