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The Ascension of Our Lord, Transferred –May 24, 2020 
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  AMEN  

Waiting. We’ve done a good deal of waiting the last few months. We can identify 
with the first disciples, who were waiting. They waited after Jesus’ crucifixion, in 
grief and fear and wonder about what was to happen next. Then, after the 
resurrected Jesus had visited them in that room on the day of his resurrection, they 
waited during the next forty days for him to appear again, as he did, from time to 
time and in various places.  
 
And as we meet them today in the reading from Acts, he’s instructed them to wait 
again in Jerusalem. For what? For “the promise of the Father.” (Acts 1:4) And 
what does that mean? Maybe they can figure it out from Jesus’ next comment, 
“This is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:4-5.) Without 
the hindsight that we have, what do you think they thought was going to happen to 
them? Who could tell what baptism with the Holy Spirit would be? And yet, they 
were instructed to wait.  
 
At least we know that we’re waiting for certain lower levels of harm to the public 
to be reached. Before we can return to our usual activities, we need to see steady 
and prolonged decreases in the number of people diagnosed with the virus; in the 
number hospitalized for care and recovery from it; in the number of people who 
die because of its powerful impact on people’s bodies. That might seem more 
concrete than what the first disciples were waiting for, but it’s no more within our 
control than baptism with the Holy Spirit was within the power of the apostles to 
command or manage.  
 
In our current American culture, “waiting” is generally held as something to be 
avoided. We have fast food, next day deliveries, nonstop flights, Google searches 
that take milliseconds, on-demand movies, instant messaging, and so on. They all 
create a culture of impatience. These aspects of our speedy lives aren’t all bad, but 
Acts reminds us that the God of all time acts on God’s own time, and sometimes 
we just need to wait. We just need to sit still. We just need to be. So we will do 



that, and we’ll pray for greater understanding of our purpose in life as followers of 
Christ, no matter how long it takes. 
 
Luke’s descriptions of Jesus’ ascension in both his Gospel and the history of the 
early church that we call Acts of the Apostles (because the same person wrote 
both) presents the ancient understanding of cosmology. People thought that 
creation was organized into a three-tiered arrangement, with earth in the middle, 
heaven above and hell below. Today we use this description as a metaphor. 
 
We recite in our creeds that Jesus Christ “is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father,” which we also understand to be metaphorical, signifying that Jesus is 
God’s power. In fact, we know that Christ, while no longer walking on the earth in 
the body of Jesus of Nazareth, is present on earth in the Body of Christ –  acting 
through each one of us who confesses faith in him. So the Ascension is not so 
much about space or place as it is about Jesus being present in the world in a new 
way, in a new form.  
 
And that has special resonance with us today because the precautions we are taking 
to avoid the virus also are impacting how we live out our calling as followers of 
Jesus Christ. How is the church still gathering in the name of Christ when we 
aren’t amassing in a building for worship? How is the church now manifesting the 
Gospel in our shared presence while we’re separately sheltered in place? How is 
Christ present among us in our dislocated condition? How will we recognize Christ 
among us in the world in this new way of being together? We are still the church, 
the Body of Christ, just operating in a new way, in a new form. 
 
After Jesus was no longer in the apostles’ physical presence, the two men in white 
robes (reminiscent of baptismal garb) asked them, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven?” (Acts 1:11.) We might ask those who urge a 
quick return to worship in church buildings, “People of God, why do you stand 
looking for Jesus in the worship space, the Nave, the sanctuary?” There is now 
what we might call “an absent presence” of Jesus on earth. His presence is in the 
Body of Christ, called, gathered and sent into the world – “to the ends of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8.) 
 
What does it mean for us to give witness to Jesus’ ascension? What does Jesus’ 
ascension mean for each of us? As we confess, he was crucified, died and was 
buried; he was resurrected; he ascended; all in the past tense. But he is seated at 
God’s right hand since the ascension. Jesus’ resurrection wasn’t like the raising to 
life that he accomplished for Lazarus or the centurion’s daughter. It wasn’t like 



Peter raising Lydia to life or Elijah raising the widow of Zarephath’s son to life. 
Each one of those persons went on after being raised to live the rest of their lives 
and each of them died again.  
 
Jesus’ resurrection is to life eternal. His ascension makes a way for us back to 
God the Father, as he promised. And the text from the letter to the Ephesians 
reminds us:  

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 
his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power. (1:17-19) 

 
Since Jesus is in us and we are in him; since he and the Father are one, we also are 
one with God the Father. This is how we will accomplish the mighty acts that 
Jesus did – through “the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.” 
And we are called to bear witness to God’s promises that have yet to be fulfilled 
by being the Body of Christ on earth, by carrying out the ministry he began. And 
our witness by being the Body of Christ in the world anticipates Christ’s second 
coming on earth. So we recognize the power we carry in our beings and we work 
to prepare the world for that second coming.  
 
And we wait for that second coming – another event that has taken longer than our 
forbears anticipated. But again, it is God’s time that controls creation, so we’re 
well advised to open our eyes, ears and hearts to receive the message of what we 
are called to do, and how to do it, especially in this time after the virus, so that we 
are functioning in accordance with God’s will.   
  
Let us pray. O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot 
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to 
go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is 
leading us and your love is supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  In the 
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN 
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