
 

 

A Future with Hope 
November 22— Reign of Christ 

 

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was 

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me.’ 

 
Welcome 

 

Hymn  All Who are Thirsty MV 4 

 

Gathering Prayer 

God of the lost and lonely, God of the secure and confident, gather us into your 

fold that we may be healed and transformed. Guide us in your world that we may 

be part of healing and hope, in this world. AMEN. 

 

Introduction 

Today we are reminded that though the dark clouds cover us and the violent storms 

assail; God seeks us out and protects us. God brings us to the safe shelter of God’s 

compassion. When we feel lost and alone, wondering who will save us; 

God reaches out in love, healing our wounds and transforming our lives searching 

us out and longing to bring us into the embrace of love.  

 

Scripture Reading 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 22-24;  

11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek 

them out. 12 As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their 

scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 

to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will 

bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 

them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 

watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14 I will feed them with 

good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they 

shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 

them lie down, says the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 

strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 

and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 



 

 

22 I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 

between sheep and sheep. 

23 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: 

he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the Lord, will be their God, and 

my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, 

and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 

from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the 

left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and 

you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 

visited me. ’37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw 

you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 

38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and 

gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 

visited you? ’40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 

to one of the least of these who are members of my family,[a] you did it to me. ’

41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from 

me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry 

and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was 

a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me. ’44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 

prison, and did not take care of you? ’45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me. ’

46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life.” 

 

Here what the spirit is saying to the church 

Thanks be to God 

 

Reflections 

 



 

 

Prayer for Times of Change: We Are at a Doorway 

We are at a doorway that leads into a new way of being church, as we worship 

together differently in this unusual season of 2020, as we make changes as a 

congregation, and as we enter into the season of Advent. 

At this doorway we are not alone:       

 God has invited us to gather courage from the great cloud of witnesses 

before us, 

as we remember what was…For SUC, for us as individuals, for us as families 

and community in seasons gone by       

 Christ has challenged us to accept his radical call to discipleship,  

as we acknowledge what is…For SUC, for us as individuals, for us as families 

and community for all the ways we share the gospel story today  

 The Spirit has led us to be Christ’s Church, 

as we imagine what will be…For SUC, for us as individuals, for us as families 

and community for all the ways we will live into new life in the future  

 At this doorway:          

 We take courage in the assurance that God is with us; 

we affirm our call to go where Christ leads; and 

we trust the Spirit to guide us through the challenging space between what was, 

what is, and what will be. Surely, we are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. 

In Christ Alone Lauren Daigle or Anthem lights 

Sending Forth 

As we greet each new doorway, 

let us give all thanks and glory to God, 

whose power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the church, and through the Spirit, 

now and forever, 

Hear the cries of those in need! Go into God’s world, enabled by Christ to be in 

ministries of compassion for all God’s people. Love this world as God has loved 

you. Care tenderly always for all of creation. Go and faithfully serve in the name of 

Jesus. AMEN. 
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