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October 4, 2020

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
300 Queen Street
Northumberland, PA 17857
570-473-3770



Welcome to St. John’s! God has called us to Jesus’ work through
nourishing, serving, and faith. We 're glad you 're here!
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BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and
we deny your presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide
enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We
fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace
with God through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace
upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope
does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your
merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any
bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through
the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] “’If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, |
have more: “circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law,
a Pharisee; “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless. "Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to
regard as loss because of Christ. “More than that, | regard everything as
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish,
in order that | may gain Christ “and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. "’
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, “'if somehow | may
attain the resurrection from the dead. ““Not that | have already obtained
this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. “Beloved, | do not consider
that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.



L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if you are able, for the Gospel Acclamation and reading of
today’s Gospel lesson.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death,
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of
scripture.

[Jesus said to the people:] “**“Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press
In it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. “*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to
the tenants to collect his produce. *’But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. “°Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. *'Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” *But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us
kill him and get his inheritance.” *’So they seized him, threw him out of
the vineyard, and killed him. “°Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “'They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”  ““Jesus said
to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’? ““Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God
will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits
of the kingdom. ““The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces;
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” “"When the chief priests and



the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about
them. “°They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
REFLECTION ON SCRIPTURE
APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard.
Refresh the church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and
service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those
whose hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger.



May we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your creation
(especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today). Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of
others. Grant that world leaders (especially) seek the fruits of the kingdom
for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your
presence, heal our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies
aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who
are struggling today (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek
employment. Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work,
those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those
who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of providence, grant wisdom and discernment to the call committee,
the congregation council and this congregation during the call process for
St. John’s. And to also lay upon the heart of a candidate to be the
shepherd of this flock. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard
(especially Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society). May our chorus join
theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for
whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



OFFERING PRAYER

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is
as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs
of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might
proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world,

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood
of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all
honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Individually packaged wafers will be distributed, please be seated.

You have been fed with the body of our Lord Jesus Christ and filled with
the Holy Spirit. Go out and share Christ’s love with all you meet. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth
sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with
all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.

Amen.



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all

through nourishing, serving, and Faith.
Thanks be to God!

Thank you for worshipping at St. John'’s today. We pray that you have a
blessed and Christ-filled week! See you next week!



THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the Glory of God.
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The monthly pink envelope collection for October is designated for
Harvest Home. In keeping with safety recommendations, pew envelopes
have been removed. Please mark on your envelope or check to designate
to the Pink Envelope collection.

You may place Quiet Cash in the yellow bucket in the rear of the
sanctuary. This quarter’s (Oct-Dec) collection is designated for
Missionary Brian Palmer in Liberia.

Seafarer Bags are available for pickup in the rear of the sanctuary or the
church office. All bags must be returned to the church by October 31% in
order to get them to the Synod and ready for transport to New York.
Items needed in sizes M, L, AND XL.:

1 sweatshirt — hooded or unhooded

3 pairs of socks — thermal or white gym

1 t-shirt

1 knitted winter cap (matching scarf optional)

1 can of nuts or large bar of chocolate

A Holiday or Christmas Card from YOU!

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends Event will be held on October 14 & 15.
Receive 20% off most items throughout the store. Mention Kate’s
Kupboard at checkout and they will receive 5% of your bill.



