


The Outline: 
How to Be a 

First 
Responder to 

the Gospel

Be 
Devoted

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.” (42)

Be 
Added

“…and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.” (41c)

Be 
Baptized

“…were baptized…” (41b)

Believe “Those who received his word…” (41a)



BELIEVE
“Repent and believe the gospel!” (Mark 1:15)



The Gospel

According to the pages of Scripture 

alone, sinners like you and me can 

be saved by grace alone through 

faith alone in Christ alone to the 

glory of God alone.



BELIEVE
The Need for Salvation



BELIEVE
The Reliability of Salvation



BELIEVE
The Basis of Salvation



CARDINAL 
BELLARMINE:

“The greatest of all Protestant 
heresies is .”



CARDINAL 
BELLARMINE:

“The greatest of all Protestant 
heresies is assurance.”



Believe
The Basis of 

Salvation



Believe
The Basis of 

Salvation

14 But as for you, continue in what you 

have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15 and 

how from childhood you have been 

acquainted with the sacred writings, which 

are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus.

- 2 Timothy 3:14-15
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◦The SUBSTANCE of Christ’s Work



BELIEVE
The Basis of Salvation



THE SUFFICIENCY 
OF CHRIST’S WORK

Hebrews 9:12 
Romans 5:17-19



Hebrews 9:12

12 He entered once for all into the holy 

places, not by means of the blood of goats 

and calves but by means of his own blood, 

thus securing an eternal redemption.



Romans 5:17-19

17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, 

death reigned through that one man, much 

more will those who receive the abundance of 

grace and the free gift of righteousness reign 

in life through the one man Jesus Christ.



Romans 5:17-19

18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation 

for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 

justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the 

one man’s disobedience the many were made 

sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 

will be made righteous.



THE SUBSTANCE OF 
CHRIST’S WORK

2 Corinthians 5:21

Romans 8:1-3



2 Corinthians 5:21

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.



Romans 8:1-3

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life 

has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 

death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by 

the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 

the flesh.





“I must listen to the gospel!

It tells me not what I must do, but what Jesus 
Christ the Son of God has done for me.”

- Martin Luther
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Christ Alone
Believe in

Rest in
Declare



BELIEVE
The Basis of Salvation

“He who has the Son has life.”


