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The Book of Ruth – 8 

The Kinsman-Redeemer 
Text:  Ruth 2:20 (ESV)  
 

Introduction 

 

The introduction of Boaz gave to us an amazing look at godly masculinity in action.  Boaz was expressing 
unconditional, steadfast loyal commitment as a picture of God’s love for his covenant people. Another 
theological lesson in the character of Boaz that we find in the second half of verse 20: 
 

20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the Lord, whose kindness has not 
forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close relative of ours, one of our 
redeemers.”  
 
Naomi blessed Boaz and made this statement: “The man is a close relative of ours, one of our 
redeemers.”   This is a significant statement.  To put it another way: Boaz was a Kinsman-Redeemer.  
Today we want to learn what that means to Ruth and Naomi; and what it means to us this morning. 
 

Kinsman-Redeemer 

 
To understand the role of Kinsman-Redeemer in Israel we must understand how important land was to 
the nation.  The story of Israel is a story of a people, chosen by God, extracted from slavery in Egypt and 
brought into a land promised to them and their future families.   The land is “home”.  The land is a place 
of “rest”.  The land was their inheritance.  Why should Israel care about the land?  Moses tells us why: 
 
“But the land that you are going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water by the 
rain from heaven, a land that the LORD your God cares for. The eyes of the LORD your God are always 
upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year” (Deuteronomy 11:11–12, ESV). 
 
The land was important to Israel because it was important to God. It was a good land.  A land that was 
productive and healthy.  To be on the land was equated with God’s blessing.  To be taken away from the 
land meant God’s judgment.  Under Joshua, the land was gained for all the tribes of Israel and divided 
among them.  Now here is where it is important: Israel never owned the land.  They were given the land 
as a lease.  God said, ““The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers 
and sojourners with me” (Leviticus 25:23, ESV).  The land of Israel belonged to God.  The tribes of Israel 
were tenants, managers, etc.  When they obeyed they were kept on the land and it flourished.  When 
they disobeyed the land suffered and sometimes they lost the right to live there.   
 
Now we learn from Ruth 4:9 (ESV) (Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I 

have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon.) that 
Elimelech’s property had to be sold by Naomi because of her poverty.  But how do you sell what doesn’t 
belong to you?  Well under Leviticus 25, the only way you could sell land was if another Israelite bought 
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it – particularly a close relative.  This way not only did God retain the legal ownership of the land, but 
the tribe and the family did not lose their inheritance. 
 
The man that would buy the land was called a Kinsman-Redeemer1.  He was a relative (i.e. kinsman) and 
he could ransom the property back (∴ a redeemer).  He could help family members out of difficulties.  
When circumstances disrupted the family, the Kinsman-Redeemer could help.  In addition, he was to 
avenge relatives who had died at the hands of others.  He had to pay the debts for deceased relatives 
and generally serve to alleviate wrongs that relatives might not be able to ease for themselves.23 
 
Here’s the important point: The Kinsman-Redeemer guaranteed the family inheritance.  The Kinsman—
Redeemer was to assure the future security and welfare of the family.  But there’s more.  What about 
the widow?  God provided for that too.  Turn with me to Deuteronomy 25:5–6 (ESV): 
 
5 “If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be 
married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her and take her as his wife 
and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. 6 And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to 
the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.  
 
This is called the Law of the Levirate marriage.  The word levir comes from the Latin, meaning brother-
in-law. To marry outside the family and to forfeit the land to a stranger amounted to one thing: loss of 
inheritance.   
 
Biblical Summary of a Kinsman-Redeemer: 

 

Prerequisites of a Kinsman-Redeemer 
Leviticus 25:48; 25:25 He must be near of kin.  

Deuteronomy 25:7 He must be willing to redeem  

Leviticus 25:27 Redemption was completed when the price was completely 
paid  

Duties 
Leviticus 25:25 To buy back property 

Leviticus 25:35 Look after the needy and the helpless member of the family 

Leviticus 25:47-49 Redeem a family member sold into slavery 

Genesis 38:8; Deuteronomy 25:5ff Marry the widow to raise up the seed 

Exodus 21:12-14; Numbers 35:9-34; Deuteronomy 19:1-13 Avenge the death of a murdered relative 

                                                           
1 “A kinsman-redeemer (in Hebrew: go'el) is responsible for buying back family land that had been sold (Lev 25:25), buying a 
family member who had sold himself into slavery (Lev 25:47–49), or marrying the childless widow of a family member (Deut 
25:5–10). Historically, this responsibility went to the nearest male relative; if he passes on his responsibility, it falls to the next 
nearest male relative.” - Barry, J. D., Mailhot, J., Bomar, D., Ritzema, E., & Sinclair-Wolcott, C. (Eds.). (2014). DIY Bible Study. 
Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
2 HarperCollins Christian Publishing. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of 
Scripture (Kindle Locations 62949-62962). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.  
3 Zondervan. NIV Zondervan Study Bible, Hardcover: Built on the Truth of Scripture and Centered on the Gospel Message 
(Kindle Locations 63490-63495). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/diybblstdy?art=art54&off=2738&ctx=th+2:20).%0aKey+Term.+~A+kinsman-redeemer+(
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THE POINT → The Kinsman-Redeemer’s role was to deal with past debts, restore 
the lost inheritance and re-establish the family standing to God’s blessing.   

  

Here’s the Gospel 
 
The Kinsman-Redeemer in Israel foreshadowed and pre-figured, Christ the Messiah would be the 
Kinsman-Redeemer to all who would put their trust in Him. Let me explain:  
 
Every one of us is born into a condition whereby we have forfeited God’s saving blessing.  Our wills are 
captive to sin, and we are slaves to wickedness (Romans 6:17-18).  Christ is regarded as our kinsman-
redeemer because, as our brother – our relative (Hebrews 2:11) he was qualified to purchase us from 
slavery and pay our debts (1 Pet. 1:18,19; Titus 2:14; Matt. 20:28).  Jesus Christ purchased our freedom; 
and His blood is the payment for the redemption. Psalm 34:22; 1 Peter 1:18,19; Gal. 3:13; Eph. 1:7; 1 
John 1:7.  Jesus has restored us to the inheritance of the Father (Romans 8:16-17; Galatians 4:7) and He 
has become our husband (Ephesians 5:20ff), thus guaranteeing our future and our hope. 
 
The story of Ruth is a story about both a Jew and a Gentile who have lost everything and lost all hope, 
but God provided a Kinsman-Redeemer.  If you are a Christian that is your story.  Redemption from sin 
and restoration to a hope – a hope, Peter says, “to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:4–5, ESV). 
 
 
 
 
 


