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WHEN GOD BECOMES “OLD HAT” 
CMBC April 3, 2016                                                                                Hebrews 3:1 – 19 

 

 What a great song. 

 Jesus is the center of the Gospel. 

 Tim Keller author and pastor of a large church and church planting movement in 
New York has been saying this to pastors at every opportunity he has.  

o He has just written a book on how to put Jesus into every message you 
preach. 

 We have purchased teaching and discipleship material for Salvestina to use in her 
Punjabi ministry.  

o it tells the story from Creation to Christ with Jesus the theme of the message 
from the beginning of the Bible to the end. 

 That is the focus of the Book of Hebrews. 
o Let’s move ahead from where we currently are in this book and look at it 

backwards with all of the “therefores” that move this book along. 
 

6:1 “Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings … to deeper things.”  

 Here he is talking about the message becoming ordinary. “Therefore let us get to 
deeper things.” 

 What is the “therefore” referring back to? 
 

4:14 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, * 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.” 

 What is the “therefore” referring back to? 
 

4:1 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none 
of you be found to have fallen short of it.  

 The rest that comes from God’s purpose in creating the earth being accomplished 
through Christ Jesus. 

 What is the “therefore” referring back to? 
 

3:1 Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your eyes, your 

thoughts on Jesus,  

 And this “therefore” refers to … 
 

2:1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do 
not drift away.  

 And this “therefore” refers to the central message of this letter, the very first verses: 
 

1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, [2] but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. [3] The Son is the 
radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by 
his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty in heaven.  
 



2 
 

 Jesus is the center of God’s message to us.  

 Jesus is the center of what God reveals to us about Himself. 

 When you read the Bible, wherever you read in the Bible, look for the story of Jesus. 

 Do you get confused in the Old Testament?  
o That is partly because you have missed the story of Jesus in what you have 

read.  
o The Old Testament isn’t just God’s revelation to the Jews of that day.  
o The Old Testament is helping us understand about Jesus through the stories 

and revelation of that day.  
o You don’t get the whole story about Jesus if you don’t see Him in the Old 

Testament.  
o That is why this letter to the Hebrews spends so much time referring back to 

the Old Testament. You will see that as we go along. It is about Jesus, God’s 
redemption plan for us. 

 

 Did you notice in all the “therefore” passages we read from Hebrews, that there is 
an underlying concern, and underlying warning about this message becoming 
ordinary? 

 I used the term in the title, “When God Becomes “Old Hat”.  
o I looked up what “old hat” means. It is really an idiom that is hard to explain 

on our ESL classes, so a lot of words try to describe “old hat”: out-of-fashion, 
obsolete, over familiar, lacking freshness, no longer interesting – boring, just 
plainly a yawner.  

o Remember how excited you got when you first started to drive? 
o I remember my first suit. I could hardly wait to put it on. 
o I remember my Pontiac Bonneyville, the first where you didn’t just have a 

light shining on your gauges, but the numbers themselves light up. At night it 
looked like the cockpit of a jet liner. It ended up just being a way for me to get 
from one place to the next. 

 Things get ordinary in a hurry.  

 And we have all experienced that this can quickly become our attitude to what God 
has done for us and our whole relationship with God, becomes ordinary, “old hat”. 

 
That is what God is telling us through the writer of the Book of Hebrews. And Jesus is at 
the center of figuring this out for ourselves. 
 
1. Who Is Taking God For Granted? 

a. Those freed from slavery 
Hebrews 3:7  So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, 
[8] do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of 
testing in the desert, [9] where your fathers tested and tried me and for forty 
years saw what I did.  

i. They forgot the terrible lifestyle from which God has delivered them 
ii. The story of that dramatic event had become ordinary  
iii. These where the people who had been set free from their slavery 
iv. We don’t like to dwell on the ugly things in our life from the past, and 

God does not want us to grovel in the guilt of that any longer. But 
don’t forget how God has set you free through Jesus. You are a 
different person. 
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Who took God for granted? 
b. Those who knew God’s will 

i. It was a promise to their father Abraham. 
ii.  Many generations died in Egypt.  
iii. But they were the generation chosen to be the generation that could 

live out this promise, God’s purpose, God’s will.  
iv. How exciting!! 

 
Who took God for granted? 

c. Those who witnessed God’s power 
i. They had experienced the awesome sight of the Red Sea parting 
ii. They had seen their slave masters, the whole Egyptian army 

destroyed 
iii. Every morning they witnessed the miracle of food on the ground in the 

barren desert 
iv. And every night they saw the fiery cloud lighting up the night sky, a 

sign of the presence of God leading them  
 

Who took God for granted? 
d. Those who had covenanted to obey 

i. Standing by the mountain, they had heard God give them instructions 
for living, to be a nation different from all other nations. To know 
exactly how to live in a relationship with the Almighty God. 

ii. And with God’s promise of awesome blessing, they made a covenant 
with God, to obey Him, to worship Him, to be a blessing to all the 
nations. 
 

e. And they drifted away. 
i. They just went through the motions until it became so ordinary that 

their hearts didn’t hear anymore. Their hearts were hardening. 
ii. When God spoke, it was an interruption to their life. An inconvenience. 

It was a contradiction to how they had chosen to live. 
iii. It was a God who was out of step with where life was happening these 

days.  
iv. And what’s more, in their opinion, they were good enough, and they 

were offended with a God who didn’t keep His end of the promises. 
 

f. It is so easy to slide away 
 

2. How Could This Happen? 

a. They lost their focus 
i. They forgot why God had chosen them to be His people 
ii. They forgot what it was that God wanted to accomplish with them, to 

be a different people, a people who would bring salvation and 
blessing to the people of the world. 
 

b. They lost their patience 
i. They wanted the promise now 
ii. They wanted God’s blessing now 
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iii. Why should they have to go thirsty, or be attacked by enemies 
iv. When they offered their sacrifices, what difference did that really 

make? Everything still seemed the same. 
 

c. They dropped their guard 
i. They looked like a pretty rag-tagged bunch, especially compared to 

the people around them 
ii. It was pretty hard to explain their purpose to these people, for whom 

this wandering didn’t seem to make much sense. 
iii. Maybe it would be helpful to at least try not to be so different 
iv. And then things started going well, and they forgot why that was so. 

 
3. The Response Of A God On The Shelf 

a. A righteous anger 
i. God got angry, very angry. 
ii. Does it bother you that a loving God would get angry? 
iii. He wouldn’t be a God of love if He didn’t get angry about sin – if He 

didn’t try to get our attention. 
iv. And this whole plan for these people wasn’t for God’s benefit alone, 

but it was for their salvation, their freedom, the eternal hope and joy 
 

b. He let them choose 
i. You know their story. You wouldn’t be able to force these people. 
ii. And furthermore, forcing them would never give them the promise 

they were looking for. 
iii. Until they got what God’s purpose for them was, they would never find 

the rest they longed for. 
iv. Instead of getting it, pursuing this relationship with God, they let it 

become just walking through the motions and losing interest. 
v. And God lets them chose, but He never gives up on them. 

 
4. Getting Back To What Matters 

a. Fix your eyes on Jesus 
i. Hebrews 3:1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the 

heavenly calling, fix your eyes on Jesus,  
 

b. Deepen your knowledge of Him 
i. Fix your thoughts on Jesus 
ii. Ephesians 4:12 – 13 ..build up the church, the body of Christ.… until 

we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son 
that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and 
complete standard of Christ.  
 

c. Embrace His commitment to us 
i. Hebrews 3:2 Jesus was faithful to God, who appointed him, just as 

Moses served faithfully when he was entrusted with God's entire 
house. [3] But Jesus deserves far more glory than Moses, just as a 
person who builds a house deserves more praise than the house 
itself. [4] For every house has a builder, but the one who built 
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everything is God. [5] Moses was certainly faithful in God's house as 
a servant. His work was an illustration of the truths God would reveal 
later. [6] But Christ, as the Son, is in charge of God's entire house. 
And we are God's house, if we keep our courage and remain 
confident in our hope in Christ.  
 

d. Don’t stand alone 
i. 3:13 Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so 

that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  
ii. We have a Prayer Room 

1. Encourage you to come for prayer after the service 
2. The room is located on your left 

a. Here is a picture of the room 
3. Someone will be here to meet you and to pray with you.  

a. Today Phil and Marcia Leskewich  
4. Or you may want to pray alone 
5. So often God speaks to us during the service, but by the time 

we leave we have forgotten 
a. “Today if you hear his voice” don’t let your heart 

become cold. 
6. We will stand for the closing song. Slip out of your pew and 

come down to the Prayer Room. Someone will be there to 
meet you. 


