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SERMON OUTLINE        

Empowered by the Promise 
Acts 2:13-40 
 
Three Practices that will Prepare you to Share God’ s Story 
 

1. Be Alert 
 

a. To the Spirit’s Activity 
b. To our Common Beliefs 
c. To a Connection with Jesus’ life and message 

 
 

2. Be Ready 
 

a. To Introduce to Jesus 
b. To defend the Resurrection 
c. To Define our relationship to Jesus 
d. To explain their ‘Next Step’ of faith 

 
 

3. Be Persistent 

 

 MAIN POINT        

God calls us to use God’s power for God’s purposes. 

 THINKING THINGS THROUGH                    
Connect the sermon to the study. 
 

1. What are the elements of a great story? What do you look for as you read a book 
or watch a movie? 

 

2. How is  the  story  of the  gospel  working  itsel f out  in  your  li fe right  now? 
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Leader: Not every conversion story is as dramatic as Paul’s, but every story is as 
important, and in a spiritual sense, shares the same dramatic elements—we were dead in 
our sin, and God brought us to life through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is 
no small thing, and we should always be ready to share our stories for that reason. 

 DIGGING DEEPER                    
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

>HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 26:1-11.                              

Leader: Herod Agrippa II did not rule over Judea, but had been appointed as “Curator of 
the Temple.” His authority over the high priest and temple meant he was looked upon by 
Rome as an authority on the Jewish religion. This explains Agrippa’s interest in hearing 
Paul’s story. This was not a trial, and no decision about Paul’s fate could be made. 
However, Paul used this opportunity to share His story. 

 

3. This  was  not  a trial,  and  no  decision  about  Paul’s  fate  could  be made.  Given  
that  Paul  was  not  under  trial,  then  why  do  you  think  he considered  himself  
“fortunate”  (v. 2)? 

 

4. List  the  elements  of  the  “before”  part  in  Paul’s  story.  What  does  this  tell  us  
about  who  was  he before  he came  face  to  face  with  Jesus?  What  does  this  tell  us  
about  God’s  grace  and  power? 

 

5. Why do  you  think  Paul  emphasized  his  Jewish  upbringing  and  earlier  life  
practices  with  Agrippa?  Why might  it  be important  that  we do  something  similar  
when  we share  our  stories  of  God  at work  in  our  lives? 

 

 

Leader: Sometimes it helps people understand the gospel when we explain some types 
of sin from which we have been delivered. Paul created a connecting point to address 
doubts about the resurrection, however; it was not the focus of his testimony. The focal 
point of our story should always be God’s grace in our lives. However we cannot ignore 
our past. We can and should us our past as a means of demonstrating the grace of  the 
gospel. 

 

>HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 26:12-19.                       
 
6. Why did Paul not include details like his blindn ess or his encounter with 
Annanias in this telling of his story? In what ways  might those differences be 
significant to Paul’s immediate audience? When you share your story with others, 
how do those accounts vary? 
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7. In a general sense, what key elements of every p erson’s conversion story do 
you see in Paul’s account here? When we are sharing  the story of God’s grace in 
our lives, what elements should we be sure to inclu de? Explain. 
 
Leader: To this largely pagan audience, Paul did not include the details about his 
blindness or the encounter with Ananias. These facts would likely have confused the 
audience. Instead, Paul simply proclaimed the message of Christ in a way that would be 
most understandable to his audience, a practice we would be wise to emulate. Still, Paul 
made it known that God called out to him, that he recognized Jesus as Lord, and that he 
decided to follow Him. In doing so, he found new purpose in life. This is the story of 
every believer. 

 

>HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 26:20-23.                     
 
8. List the “after I met Jesus” part of Paul’s test imony. What do we learn about 
God and Paul’s relationship with Him from this part  of Paul’s testimony? 
 
 
9. How is Paul’s story in these verses a helpful mo del for you as you grow in your 
ability to share your own story? Why is it more imp ortant to connect our story 
with others’ common beliefs and experiences? When d oes every believer have an 
incredible story? 
 
Leader: Paul held a positive view of Christian behavior as the result and demonstration 
of faith. The “after” part of our testimony is important in showing the significance of 
salvation and what difference life in Christ makes. While your story might be as extreme 
as Paul’s, from the perspective of heaven, every Christian has an amazing story where 
God took a person dead in their sins and made them alive. This happens in many 
different ways, but from the viewpoint of heaven all of our stories are incredible. 

 

>HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 26:24-32.                              
 10. Why did Festus think Paul was out of his mind (v. 24)? What part of your belief 
in the simple gospel message do people find unbelie vable and why? 
 
11. What does Agrippa’s reply to Paul in verse 28 t each us about sharing our 
story? What is our responsibility? What is not our responsibility? 

 

 
Leader: Beaten and persecuted by Jews, ridiculed by Greeks and Romans, Paul still 
wanted them to trust in Jesus the Savior. He was in chains, and would endure them if 
somehow his story of God’s grace in His life could help free others from the chains of sin 
and unbelief that bound them. When we are sharing our story with people, it is important 
to remember that God saves people. No matter how well or how poorly we tell our story, 
God is the one that makes the difference. All He desires is our faithfulness. 

 

 DOING LIFE TOGETHER                    
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 
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12.Have you ever thought of your journey of faith a s a story? What part of your 
story might God use to share the gospel with someon e. What might be the 
common ground with their experience. 

 

13.Have you ever done this (share a part of your st ory) before? What was it like? 

PRAYER                    

Pray that God would grant each member of your group the ability to view his or her life 
circumstances as special opportunities for sharing the gospel. Invite Him to show your 
group members how their testimonies matter, and to remind them that their testimonies 
are continuous. 

 MEMORIZE                     
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to 
be a Christian?” – Acts 26:28 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE   on the passage                     
 

ACTS 26:1-32           
 
26:1-3 This is Paul’s third apologetic or defensive speech in Acts; see 22:1; 24:10. Paul began his 
captatio benevolentiae by flattering Agrippa about how fortunate he was to be making his defense 
before an expert in Jewish customs and laws. 
 
26:4-5 My youth indicates that Paul had lived in Jerusalem since his teens. All this time his way of 
life had been known and seen by others, and he lived by the strictest party of Jewish religion, the 
Pharisees. In this way, Paul painted a portrait of his character for Agrippa. 
 
26:6-8 Paul distilled the entire controversy down to his hope of the promise made by God to raise 
the dead. More than a mere tactic to pit Pharisees and Sadducees against one another, this was 
an accurate assessment of the Jewish complaint against Christianity: that Jesus was raised from 
the dead and that faith in Him as risen Lord gives eternal life. 
 
26:14 Only in this account of his conversion did Paul say the voice from heaven spoke to him in 
the Hebrew language. “Hebrew”may literally have been Aramaic, the common tongue of the first-
century Jew. It is hard for you to kick against the goads probably meant that Paul should not 
resist the divine force that was moving him in a new direction. 
 
26:16-18 These three verses are not included in the accounts of Paul’s conversion in chapters 9 
or 22, even though the mention of Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles was a message given to 
Ananias in Damascus (9:15; 22:15). Many scholars believe the essence of Paul’s mission to the 
Gentiles was revealed to him at the time of his conversion. 
 
26:19-21 I was not disobedient is a spectacular understatement in light of Paul’s faithfulness to 
God’s calling, even through remarkable hardships. Paul’s faithfulness to “the heavenly vision” (v. 
19) was the very reason the Jews seized him and wanted him dead. 
 
26:22-24 Paul emphasized that the message of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection 
matched OT teachings. He probably had in mind such prophetic passages as Isa 52:13–53:12. 
Festus took Paul to be mad because of talk about resurrection and Messiah, Jewish beliefs that 
seemed foolish to the Gentile world. 
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26:25-26 As evidence for his good judgment, Paul pointed out that the major events of 
Christianity had not taken place in a corner, out of sight and scrutiny. Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection were all public and could not have escaped King Agrippa’s notice. 
 
26:28 Scholars disagree over whether Agrippa’s response was sarcastic anger, a jest, or a sign 
that Paul’s logic was close to persuading him. 
 
26:29-32 Paul’s rhetorical skills were at their best as he concluded his speech. His confidence in 
Christ was such that he wished that all who listen could become as him, except for the chains. 
Objective judgment could lead to only one conclusion: Paul was innocent. But Paul’s life was held 
in the service of the Lord, not the judgments of men. The charges against Paul were found to be 
groundless before both Roman and Jewish authorities. Nevertheless, Paul’s appeal to Rome put 
his case in a special category that must be discharged by Caesar himself. 
 
 


