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 SERMON OUTLINE   

     

 

Because… we’re Transformed by love 

 

 

 

 

Because… we’re Compelled by love                                                  Ezekiel 33:31 

 

 

 

Because… we’re Emboldened by love                                               Hebrews 4:16 

 

 

 
 
 
What do I need to do with what I have heard today? 
 
 

 MAIN POINT        

God’s love is so radical that it can’t help but change how we interact with our church, our 
neighbors and our coworkers. 

 THINKING THINGS THROUGH                    

Connect the sermon to the study. 
 

1. What is the most radical act of love you have ever seen or experienced? 

Shining Light on Authentic Christianity:            1John 3:11-24 

Living with Love 

Love must be a Core Characteristic in the life of 

every believer 
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2. What is the difference between doing something out of love and doing something 
to earn love? 

Leader: If we hope to have a relationship with God, we must understand that He reveals 
Himself to us through His love. In Romans 5:6-11, Paul taught that the greatest display of 
God’s love for us is found in the cross of Christ. When we understand the love of God 
displayed at Calvary, it changes how we relate to Him and how we love others.   

DIGGING DEEPER                    

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 5:1-5.       

 

Leader: Paul began this section of his letter by focusing on the present benefits of 
peace, hope, and love from God. He showed that these are not merely promises, but 
benefits that a believer can count on every day. God doesn’t save us by grace only to 
make us live for Him in our own power. Sustaining grace is given to help us stand today, 
tomorrow, and on that future day when we will stand before His throne. 

 

3. Paul began his explanation of how the gospel—the good news of saving grace 
in Jesus—impacts the lives of those who believe in Jesus. How have you 
struggled with the issue of peace with God? Why is peace with God such a 
significant benefit of having a relationship with Jesus? How should this peace 
impact our relationships with others? 

 

 

4. Paul mentioned hope three times in these five verses. How should our hope in 
the glory of God change our values and priorities for how we do life? 

 

 

Leader: Peace with God is one of the benefits of salvation. This result naturally derives 
from the fact that we previously were subject to the wrath of God. The removal of wrath 
is, in fact, peace. God made this peace with us through the death of His Son Jesus, and 
we received this peace with Him through faith. 

 

5. In verse 5, Paul wrote that God has poured out His love in the lives of His 
children. What would you identify as examples of God’s love being poured out 
daily into your life? What are some steps we could take to be more consistently 
aware of His love? 
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Leader: The abundance of God’s love in our lives is made clear by the fact that it has 
been poured out in our hearts. God’s love is lavish, and He has given us His very Spirit 
as the One who communicates that love to us time and again. According to 1 
Corinthians 2:12, we have been given the Spirit so that we “may understand what God 
has freely given us.” The Holy Spirit continually whispers God’s truth to His people, most 
importantly the truth that God loves us and we are His. 

 

 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 5:6-11.       

6. Paul revealed that although our sin offended God and alienated us from Him, if 
we have trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins, we have been restored into 
a favorable relationship with Him. What do these verses teach us about the nature 
of love? What do they teach us about God? 

 

 

7. Is there anything we need to do as sinners to persuade God to love us? Explain. 
Why would He love people like us? 

 

 

Leader: The greatness of Christ’s reconciliatory death is found in the fact that He died to 
reconcile those who are caught in sin, hostile to Him, and helpless. God’s plan of 
redemption was a demonstration of grace through and through. 

 

8. If God’s love compelled Christ to die for us when we were alienated from Him by 
our sin, of what can we be confident now, having been reconciled to Him? See 
verse 10. 

 

 

Leader: God loves us unconditionally. He loved us even when we rejected Him and did 
not love Him in return. If we receive His gift of love by faith, then we will be reconciled to 
Him and saved by His grace. This love should cause us to rejoice. This truth about 
God’s nature helps us understand what Jesus taught about loving our enemies in the 
Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 5:43-45). 

 

9. In light of God’s unconditional love for us, how should we as God’s people 
respond to others in love, even those who reject us? 

 

 

 DOING LIFE TOGETHER                    
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 
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10. Think about a way you have experienced God’s love in the past. How can 
remembering times like that help when you experience times of adversity, 
rejection, or animosity? How does God’s love help you face those trials (see 
Colossians 3:13)?  

11. What are some practical ways you believe God wants us to live our lives as a 
response to the gift of His unconditional love and forgiveness? 

12. What do you think would happen in our town and neighborhoods if our group 
reacted in these practical ways to the truth of God’s unconditional love and 
forgiveness without reservation? What is stopping us? 

 PRAYER                    

Thank God for His love that has been poured into our hearts through His Spirit. Praise 
God for sending Jesus to die for His people, even when we were caught in sin and turned 
against Him. Ask for the ability to continually respond to others in love in light of the love 
Christ has shown you. 

 MEMORIZE                     
5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by 

the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. - Romans 5:5 

 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE  on the passage                     
 

ROMANS 5:1-11           

5:1 Commentators differ over whether chapter 5 belongs thematically to the first major section of 
Romans or to the Christian life section, chapters 6 through 8. It has connections to both. Paul in 
5:1-11 uses "we" and "us" as he explains the benefits that those who are justified possess. 
Justification is just one of many ways of speaking about salvation. In this division, Paul showed 
how justification involves reconciliation. Justification speaks to our sound legal status before God 
while reconciliation describes our repaired relationship to God in more personal terms. We were 
at war with God, relationally alienated from Him, but He reconciled us by His Son (v. 10). We 
have peace in some manuscripts can be read as "let us grasp the fact that we have peace." This 
peace is an objective, settled fact because Jesus has accomplished it once and for all. 
 

5:2 Access to God's grace is the privilege of all believers. We have the freedom to enter His 
presence at all times. His golden scepter is always extended (cp. Est 4:11-5:2). 
 

5:3-4 Believers can rejoice in tough circumstances and afflictions because we know that through 
such things the Father is disciplining us for greater holiness (Heb 12:10). 
 

5:5 The Christian's hope is certain because God' s love is assured to us by the Holy Spirit's 
ministry within the core of our being (our hearts). 
 

5:6-8 We can be sure of God's love since He did so much for us when we were helpless. We 
were ungodly, we were still sinners, and we were His enemies (v. 10). Jesus died for that kind of 
person. The word translated "for" is the Greek preposition huper used in substitution contexts. 
Jesus died in our place. God freely chooses to love us and by doing so confers worth on us 
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through our faith in Him. 
 

5:9 No debt of wrath remains for those who have now been declared righteous through faith in 
Christ. 
 

5:10-11 If by the death of Christ we were reconciled to God, how much surer must the good news 
of salvation be now that He has risen and lives forevermore! 


